
kontradiktionz. Some boyant spirits doubles rize above their
,troubeiz, and in the playground or in the biznes ov after-life

lu edukate theinselvz, in spite of their teacherz. But how rnany
fail entirely to acquire that taste for readingr which iz the only
objekt aiund at in oui' kommnon skool edukation ? In other
wordz, how m-any £ail to gain, not simiply instruktion, but the
very instruments ov acqiiiringc noledj for themiselvz? Sup-
pozing one-third 0v the skoo-life-.a very moderate estimate-
to be spenb in realizing the enorniity 0v bad spelling and in a
jeneraIly hopeIes endevor to korrékt it, we hav set before us a
inagnifisent prize to be won by'bbc overthrow 0V the jiant
Spellingt, and such a viktory need not, akor.>dingr to some ov the
best authoritiz, bc a very diffikuit achievemient. The ranks ov
the spclling reforrnerz now inklude fllologrists such. az Max
Müliler, Labham, Richard Morris, J. H. Murray, W. W. Skeat,
A. Hl. Sayce and W. D. Whitney, statesien such az Gladstone,
Sherbrooke and Trevelyan, and edukationists likce Bain, Meikie-
john and Mioreli. Ib must not be understood that ail theze
namnez ar subskribed to any definit plan ov reformn. Their
tcstimiony at prezent iz that " something must be donc." Whcn
we bav to fase the question what that somebhing must be, the
British love ov komprom-ize wil iînmediately manifesb itse).f.
But it iz probably to be dezired rather that thle niatter be post-
poned thian that any kompromize be aksepted. If a chanje
miust be m-ade-and this, akording to Max Müiller, «qiz no longyer
a inatter for argument "-a kompromize would probably be
almost az difikuit az a koinpletely rational setelment. Af ber
the foo]z hav rushbt in (once more to quote Max Müller), " the
track bekomez beaten, and even anjeiz ar no longer afraid."
The problem. iz a vcry sirnpel one, and the chief obstakel in tbc
way QV its solution is mere vis iner-tioe. Let this once be over-
kum, let the nced for innovation be rckogrnized, and the battie
iz haif wvon. Our alfabet, with only twcnty-thrce real letterz
(for c, q and x ar uscles), haz to reprezent thirby-six soundz.
Let us, therefore, hav thirteen new lebterz, s0 that cvery sound
may hav its korresponding sign; and if this rckonstrukted
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