
INTEGRITY AMONG BUSINESS MEN.

Is the %tandard of integrity axuong business men being lowered?
It certainly Iooks that wvay. Scarcely a day passes but that in
sonme pai c of the country there is a defalcation, an embezzlernent,
or a crooked tr~n-.saction of soxue kind arnong business nien. And
the wvorst of it is that those wlho are guilty of wrong-doing seem
to be just as well thought of i the business world as those w'lo
are lxonest in ail thieir dealings, provided tlxey keep out of the
clutchies of the law and avoid exposure in the public prints. If
they escape exposure and punishunient hey act as if they were
entitled to recognition and soci al courtesies froru their acquaint-
auces, and it is seldom that they receive a rebuif. Is tixis
bccause there is :xot as high a regard for business probity as tiiere
ouglit to be ?

Lt is certainly a very dangerous condition of affairs, to Say the
Icast of it. Tlhe condoning of a breacli of trust iii any conunxity
is prtttty certain to be followcd by otiier crimes of a like nature in
th.at comninunity. If the impression gets abroad thiat a mnan's
relatives and friends wvill coic to his assistance if lie prov es false
to the trust reposed ini Min, and ivili sliield hlmi froin exposure
axxd punishînent, thiere are likely to be niany more crimies against
property than if exposure were certain and punislinent sure.
But every tirne an offense is pardoued the standard of business
rnorality is Iowered in sorte degree. Mcxei whlo place thieir honor
above everytlxing are ixot, of course, influeixced by the condoning
of crime; but the mcen who are likely to yield to teniptationi yield
înorc rcadily wvliex they are tenipted, because tliey thinik tliat if
thecir wvrong-doing is discovered the chances are tliat they will not
be ex~posecl or punishied. Those, therefore, whxo assist in ii~indon-
iuxg crimes, however commenclable thecir motives niay be, do
socicty a positive injury. Thleyt are indirectly respoxîsible fct
othier crimes -%hlichi are committed. They break down the barriers
whicli lielp to, keep men honest.

in perhiaps every city ini this country the excusing of young
meii whlo have robbed their eniployers is not an uncomnion occur-
rence. In somne instances those %vhosc flrst offnse is excused turu
out wsell, but it is safe to say that the great majority of thenii corne
to a bad end. But the practice of condoning offences ivould flot
bc so objectionable if the knowledge of the offenses were confined
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