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* THIE EVIDENCE 0F JESUS CHRIST.

(Continued).

V. Jesus Christ as a worker of miracles stood above agi others: A miracle is an
event which the forces of nature cannot of tbemnselves produce, and which must there-
fore be referred to a supernatural agency. To one who believes in a personal God,
miracles are possible, consistent with the order of nature, capable of being proved by
testimony, and of being connectcd witb the agency of God. Wî Christs miracles fit
naturally into Ilis unique character and the work which 1le prescribes for HimnsClf. (2)
There arc certain feaatures of the gospel narrative that undesigncdly support the truth of
Christ's rcported miracles. (a) Jesus frequently toid those who -%vere hcaled not to
miake the cure publicly known. There could be no reason for inventing these injunc-
tions especially as they are said to have been disregarded. (b> Hie often cautioned bis
hearers against over-estimating miracles. No one composing stories of miracles votïld
introduce an apparent disparagement of then. (c) The teaching and the miracles of
Christ are often inseparably linked together. Luke 7: 22 ; 14: 5. Md No miracles
are attributed ta John the Raptist nor to Jesus before His baptisin. MVy this reserve
(in striking contrast to the apocryphal gospels) if the miracles are pure inventions ?
[Fisher]. (3) The main evidence for the miracles is presented in the arguments for the
resurrection of Christ, wvhich see. (4) The evidential value oPf the miracles of Jesus.
[Text book 21-221.

VI. The crowning miracle andi chief credential of Christ's divine mission ini His
Resurrection:- The writers of the New Testament stake their own veracity and the
existence of Christianity on the truth of jr. 1. Thie positive evidetice for zi.: (1)
Many witnesses declared that tbcy saw Ilum and conversed with Him after lie was
risen [Text book 22]. This is the only case in history where such a claimi bas been
made. (2) One of these witnesscs was at flrst a persecutor of the Christians. We
bave four of bis letters, unchallenged by any, written witbin twenty-eight years of the
resurrection, which show that ait Christiaris tben believed it and admitted that the
Cliurch wvas founded on that belief. (3) The effect produced on the witnesses. Their
belief in this miracle chtangeci the %hole coursc of their life; they passed the remainder
of it in extraordinary touls and privations in order to niake the resurrection known, and
most of them, suffered dcath ta prove their faitb in it. Sa that to believe thern deceivcd
or deceivers is a greater violation of probability and contradiction of expérience than
ta believe in the resurrecliOn. 2. Mie~ Pea/ive ev2d1encc for il. (z) The carly en-
emnies of Christianity mwere unable to dispruve tbe fact 'which was cverywbcrc openly-
preached by Chtistians. (2) Modern unbelir-f bas failed to accouint for the universal
belief of it wbich can be traced to the very beginnings of Cbristianity. "%There are
only tbree possible alternatives, eitber (a) Jesus actually rose frora the dead; or (b) the
belief in His resurrection ivas tbe result of deliberate fraud; or (c) the original follom'.
ers of Jesus were the victims of some species of delubion." [Ràow]. Only the last
deserves attentian. It means that the appearances of J esus weze the c«e;tion af excited

F nerves and ardent expectations. It is confuf cd by (a) The eïnpty tomb. (b) The
Fshortness of the time betue en the crucifixion and tbe first a:ppearante.. (c) The sudden

tlîýcontinjuance, in six nel<s, of the appearances, *$ 'l» 'he, one td'Paisl. .(d) The
depressed and disappointcd state of thc disciples whe.n the'appearances ocrurred; the
very opposite of the usual conditions of mental hallucination, viz.; prepossession, flxed
idea,, and expcctancy. (e) The simple, earnest sobriety of fhe* narratives. (j) The
erection, duration, and work of the cburch. -A belief in'mere marvels has neyer ac-

[complished anytbing. The resurrcctiouî therefore reniains a historicnt fact through
wbich God sealcd the clainis of je§us as divine truth.


