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NOTES OF THE COUNCIL.

Wo are right glad to be able to report steady in.
provement on the part of Mrs. Willoughby Cummings,
our secretary, although she is unable as yet to use the
injured arm. Wo hopo that ere long she will be quite
in her usual health.

The la.ues of Peterborough and of Brantford, Ont.,
both arranged for meetings of women, on the occasion
of the recent visits of the Guvernor-General and the
Countess of Aberdeen to these cities, with a view of
hearing some accournt of the work of the National
Counril of Women. There was a large attendance in
each case, and much interest was evinced, which may
ultimately lead to the forination of local councils. At
Lindsay, Ont., a meeting was also held in the Opera
House in order to present Her Excellency with two

- addaresses, and thoe subject of the Council was brought
befoze the numerous ladies who were present, who
expressed much synipathy with its objects.

We hope that our Loeal Councils will be able to
commence this month the work of enquiring into
the various subjects delegated to them by the National
Council, such as the immigration of children, the
reasons for the increage of msanity and what can be
done tu diminish this evil, how medical ai? and
v nursing can be mwle more available for scttlers in

the lonely parts of Canada. We hope, too, to hear of
the formation of many Homo Reading Circles.
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The accompanying sccount of the formation of a
Naiional Council of Women in Now South Wales will
be welecomed with much pleasure by our members :

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WUMEN
OF N. 8. W,

On Friday, June 26th, « public meeting wis held
in the Town Hall, Syduey, to cousider the furmation
of the Nativual Cinmall of Wamen of New South
Wales. The mecetisy;, was largely attended, and
rapresentatives of many societies and conunittees were
present. Lady Hampden tooh the chair. She ex-
nressed her anterest i the movement, but said that
Jike many others she wished to hear mure cancerning
the 1dea of the National Council, aud would ask Miss
M. Wmndeyer to explam the vlject of the miecting,

Miss M. Windeyer said that as the mecting had
assembled to consider the formation of the Natwonal
+ Council of New Siuth Wales, it woald Le of interost
“ to hear « [ the time and place wherethe first Natio 0l
Ceuncil of Women was foomed.  In Mardh, 1888,
there assembled at Washinat n an Inteenaaoned Con
vontien of Yomen, at whico «be fifty thece different
organizations were represerced hy  dolegates  from
England, France, Norway, Denmark, Finland, India,
Canada, and the Umted States.  Mrs, May Wryeht
Sowall brought forward a plun for the formatien of
two permanent orgaizations - obe, the National
Council of Women of the United States, the other,
tha International Council of Wumen, the former to
bo composed of urganizations, associations, and soci-
vties of wamen, the workh of which s of national
character or of national valae, the latter, namely, the
International Council of "Vemen, to be compased of
ropresentatives of National Councils of Women. For
wark to be of national character would imply that ‘¢
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18 organized in such a way and su widely extended
that it enters into the life of the nation; fm work to
be of nutional value weuld also imply that the work is
of value to the life of tho nation, though perhaps it
may not have largely entered into the life of the
nation.

On lines similar to ti:ose laid down by the Inter-
national Council of Women at Washington in 1888,
National Councils of Women have heen formed m
Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain,
New Zealand, and the United States. In considering
tho formation of a National Council of Women it must
be remembered that whole organizations would have
membership in the Council, those who would vote in
meetings of the Council would be delegates from the
entire body to which they butong, chosen to represent
the principle for which their special orgaunization
exists, but any individual woman member of any
organization federating m the National Council would
be cligible to tnke part in tho proceedings of tho
Council, though she may not vaote.

The words of one speaker at the first meeting of
the International Council oxpress the opinion of many
—congresses stimulute the desire to do better ; they
instruct by oxchange of ideas; they throw light on
points hitherto obscure.

The principle of the Council may be rondered avail-
avle for local use through the federation of the soci-
eties in any community in a local council of women,
which would do for the district what it is hoped the
National Council will do for the country at large, that
is g ¢ to every cause represented by a district society
the .nereased moral foree which would reselt through
the federation vi that society with others.

All organizations would veap the same advantage
from membership in tho Nationtl Couacil that indi
viduals reap from membership in any -raanization,
aund tho Council would tend to establish solidarity of
sentiment and purpose among women. now working
in every direction in the hope that they may leave the
world a little better than they found it.

The furmation of a National Council of Women
would increase the interest of individual wemen in
associated work. To see the value and importanco of
orvanizition we . ed only turn to tho cxamples of
Lurd  Shaftesbury and Baroness Burdett Coutts.
Their philantkrupic endeavors have resulted in such
urganizstions as the National Society for the Preven
tiun of Crucelty to Chiliren, and the Royal Saciety for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animats, they have not
merely relieved individual cases of suffering, but they
hate yut i motion machinery which wall work with
an mealeulable power for good. To combine with
others for noble ends must increase our efliciency and
teach us ** tho value of urganized as against isolated
efforts for human betterment.”

* While friendship is a love between indisiduals,
philanthropy 1s the love of the race - the stooping of
the highor down to the luwer, the stretching «ut of
the hand znd opening of the heart to all less fortunate
than ourselves,” and of what gr.at advantage it would
be that each uroup of women which exists for some
philanthrapic object should have the sympathy and
moral support of others whose ncthods may be differ-
ent, but who are all working to tho same end—the
uplifting of tho raco.

From the Natiunal Council many would learn that
the work of thoge that come after them will be les
sened if generous suppur bo given to those socicties
which wake fur the moral development of children ,
which shuw them their duty towards animals, which
teach thew the valae of temperance , which lead themn
to a habit of solf-denial in order that they may min-
ister to othors less fortunate than themselves  Much
overlapping in work would be prevented if repre-

sentatives of differont organizations and committeos
meot 1 conforence at stated periods. The mectings of
the Council wuuld secure for each vrganization having
maembership in it & wider hearing and a largor interest
on the part of tho pubhe than it could commuand alone.
The annual roports of many of our charitics, pro-
pared as they are with much patient care, do not
reach many persons other than those who are known
to bo supporters of this or that movement, but if the
information contmmned in these roports were tore
widely known, many charities would find supporters
among those who, when their sympathies wero eoked,
would find it in their power to assist in the work of
alleviation or cure.

The National Council would serve us a means of
prosecating any work of common tnterest, it wou ld
put the wisdom and experience of each at the service
all, 1t would umto all sucieties of women, that with a
mighty aguregato of power they might move in diree-
tious upon which all could ugree.

From the formation of the Council the sonso of
public and private responsibility which induces women
to join associations and societies, such as are repre-
sented here to-day, would glow man increased degree,
and their sympathies quickened and impulses stirred
by a knuwledge of tho gouvd work that others arve
duing, the energy of women socinl workers would be
intensitied.

In the absence of Lady Renwick, who was pre-
vented by illness from attending the mecting, Miss
Macdonald moved the first resolution,—* That a
National Council of Women of New South Wales be
now formed,” and spoke as follows . The national
characteristics of Australia may probably in such a
scheme alter and modify in detil the arrangements of
the American original, bu there can be fow Aus.
tralian women concerned, as most of us are in one or
more svcieties for helping thenr neighbors, who would
not be glad to see a snnilar Council established and at
work amoung us, No one who has attempted work
outside her own home, whether it he social, charitable,
or political, can ful to be struck with two appareutly
contradittory facts— on the one hand that everything
depends on individual effort and influence, on the
other, by the extreme helplessness of the individual
whea alone or when in unsuitable swrroundings. The
wlhole problem indeed of social organization lies here,
to arrange that cach indavidual shall have fullest
opportunity and inducement to put forth his personal
effurt, while at the same time preventing independence
becoming isolation or ending in failure, or the etfort
being at the expense aud to the detriment of the
weaker neighbor.  The more orless conscivus uttempt
to solve this pr. blem has called into existence the
numberless sccietwes, clubs, and associations of overy
stade of purpose which abound in every country.
But in the very waitiplieation of societies the.c is
certain danger  As the number of societies increases
the work to be done by any one is continually and
rightly more and mors restricted to a specinl sphero,
and the more devoted the workers the more tendency
thero is that their horizon of interest and even sym-
pathy grows limited. Most of us, it miny be, belong
to several societies at once, but there is always one
whose claims ave paramount.  Tho formation of such
a National Council as is adveeated to day wonld do
away with this possible narrowness, even in the case
of those whose time, or principles, or inelination con-
fined them to & special interest At the meetings of
the Council aview would he given of each and every
Society represented on it The wemen to whom
education and calture seem the first needs of humanity
might receive much subject for thought fram the con-
sideration of work to he done in supplying the primary
necessities of fuod and clothing to the helpless ; whe
those again to whom the thought of feeding tne
hungry and clothing the nak-d was all-absorhing
might meet for mutual ingtruction with the workers
for political and economic ends,

But a Natinal Coundil of Waomen will do more than
this. All theae things might he aceomplished hy the
vonventions of women workers of which we hear so
much in England.  But the National Council will he
in fact a pirmanent hady of advice and guidance in
all that pertains to woman's work  The constant
change of membhers, Ty clection of delegates and
retirement of Vice-Presidents would ensure that there
would be no stagnation of its thought and counsels.
And everyone who considers for 1 moment the Iabor,
the thought, the evpericuce, the faith and patience
that has gene inte work done by women, and women's
socictics in this colony, must fee) stirred by the nos
sibilities that lie hefore n Council formed by tho heads
and reprosentatives of thens alt

The mution was ccennded by Mise Kdwards, nm)
carried

Mrs. D. E. Armitage, sccretary of the Type-
writers’ Association, moved the sccond resolution,




