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but cast down his head, and went away. ‘The |
last % and then?” hiad passed hke o tflash of
lightning into his soul, and he coull not get quit
of it.  Soon after, he forsuok the study of the
law, and gave himself up to the ministry of
Christ, and spent the remainder of his days in
godly words and works.

Would that all Christians would put the |

question frequently to themselves which this
holy man put to the young lawyer! When
you have done all that you are doing, all that
you ait at doing, even supposing that all your
dreams are accomplished, that every wish of
your heart, as regardeth time, is fuifiled—still
cast one thought into Eternity,—uud let the
question come—.dand then?
[Stightly altered from Archd. Hure.

The Dark Ages.—Eligius.
1.

Those gloomy times, when men weren't half-s0 wise |

As now in this our age of light and lies.
Goupsaitn Erigius, as we have seen, had a
quiet way of duing goud, and what is more, of
doing # vast amount of good. llis name was
not advertised as chairman of a patent goud
deed company, nor did lis tenth donation and
anuual subseription ever make him blush in a
list of benefactors. Instead of dining royally,
as he might have duwne il he been worldly-
wise, on choice wines of France and dainty
dishes, hie sought out the desvlate and the hun-
ary, the sick and the nahed, the shne and the.
prisoner; and was himsdlf 2 good steward to
thousands. Instead of clever ausie; and tiained
voices, he turned the ery of Jistress and the wail
of sorrow, into tears o' jayv 3 and these wero for
siweet music to his suul. Aud whaever the
sound of his vame W haard, in many a dark
abode of misery and vive, it passal on as. ray
of Hight, and cuiriad with it a blessing and a
prayer £ir good from lips and bLearts that hald
been leng silent and cold.

How would it Le, guod reader, if such hands
were found 1o labear, and such o voice to spenk,
among the dens of infamy and disease and
death, that pellute the counrts and alleys of Lon-
don, New York, and tle greal towns and cities
of our day, and make them like to Babels in
wickedness and guilt and peril?

Would the mass of iniquity and defilement |
grow daily greater (as it almost appean (o g'ro“;
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now,) or grow less Lefurs Chiistian hands and
Christiau words and Chtistio 1 prayers, as dark-
ness grows less before the rising suny and what
is foul and noxivus disappear?  To this ques-
tion the auswer is wnmistakeably plain. Happy
the true soldier of Christy who, while Lo an-
swers it, krows ju bis het that he is doing, at
Past, somewhat in the bigh and holy work.
Happy, bevause he is doing the very wuk of
Chrst's Church, and aiding to carry out her
divine wissiug, to reseue tho children of the de-
vil, and mihe thens the “ soss of God, aud heirs
of eternal life.”  Ho feels and knows that with-
out this spirit, aud the firm beliet that such is
the Chwich’s work, his mm would scon be
nerveless, and his greatest cffuts futila,

But puor Eligius worked on in what many
modern sectaries would eall darkness,  Iis good
deeds were nut written in newspapers, but in the
Book of Life. Meanwhile, a8 years rolled by,
he became an old inan; so that now he had ig-
noranee, oid age, and tho durkness of the dark
ages to ficht against; but he still persevered.
We stil} find him at work among the poor;

espeaally do we find him redeeming sluves
from captivity in great numbers, Possibly the
pure-minded goldsmith may hase remoembered
the BHigh and loly One, who once on earth
went abuut Juing goeod, aud opening the prison
to them who wero fast bound in misery and
iron. He may have thought that his one small
act of good resembled (however remotely) the
areat work of his Master.  Ilis mode of por-
forining “this Cluistian duty {says a great
wiiter) wight now be cousidered singular snd
unwise; and, perhaps, as it was not adopted by
somo of thuse who have, in modern times, felt
most strongly, or at least written most fiereely
about the ubolition of slavery, it may be liable
to serious oljections, which I do not perceive.

To me, a very poor judge in such matters, and
perbaps somewhat prejudiced, it secms that his
plan, whatever faultsit might have bad, was the
most simiple, certain and eapeditious plan; he
put kus kand in kis pockel, and paid the price
of redemption..

Truly 1t was not the grandest way of doing
the thing; bLut, right or wrong, however, his
biographer tells us that when hoe hemd of a
sale of slaves, he immediately set off, and bought
as many as twenty or thirty, or even fifty or a

! lundred at a time. When he had got them,
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