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YOREBSTRY.

At the winter mecting of the Fruit Groweny'
Assaciation of Untane, Mr. John Knowlen, of
Lindway, as fillows 1—

On the lines of horticulture and agriculture
in this Cavada of cure, I am impnssed with
the idea that them ar thee subjects worthy
the special agtention of phitanthngusts and afl
wellwishert of our country’s pregress, finan.
cially and socislly : Foreetry, Sorghum, and
Girapo Culture.  Numcrous have been the
plradings in oir agricultural and horticultural
Journals for forat trew planting 3 yet how little
lina hitherto boen nocomplished.  Howover, et
us still hopo that farmers and others will be
aroused o jts necvesity.  No peoplo have more
reason than wo Canndians to valuo and admire
tha “guodlinces of troca;” and yet in no
eountry are they more rudely assailod as the
enemtea of civilization, and objects of oxterniin-
ation, by tho ruthless axe and conswaing firo.
Such semi-barbarism ¢ discreditabls to our
national t~ete, our common sense, and our
foresight s ther tnatters of Joes 1noment,

Even to confine our viow to tho environs of
our country towns, with very few exceptions,
oun of tho mnoat forbidding and desolate features
about thetn i the mark of this yearly dovasta.
tion of foreat trees, for which there is ne
necessity.  Whereas, if properly ornamented
with troes—some standing alone, somne in groups
~—wonld bo exceedingly attractive ; and a park
with convenient drives and by walks for pedes-
trianz, would be likely to draw sununer resi
dents, whoso money would contributo to the
permanent enviclinent of its community.

An ersential part of tho proper treatment of
al] wood lots is thinning. Farmers who cut all
the woud from a lut, regardlces of sizo or quality
whether for uso or for sale, aro managing as ill
an can bo imnagined.  They might thin in such
away ns to get a largo yearly profit, and get
1auro for the remaining wood than fur all thoy
now cut off at once.

Although, as I have remarked, so little has
been dono in the way of planting forest trees,
let us hope that, through the continued labors
of tho Ontaria Fruit Growems Association, and
the influence of the public press, that the day is
not far distapt when forest culture will bocome
popular,

The boundleas area of suitable lands in this
country, the ndmirable adaptation of its soil
and clianto to tho growth of magnificent treos,
I trust, will lead to tho ditfusion of capital and
Iabour in this department, and that it may scon
becomo a favorite pursuit. In noother way
can farmers so cheaply embellish their farrs
and add to their attractiveness and value, as by
imp.oving their woods groves aud fonests, and
planting all the choics varictics of native trees
or: any sparv ground not needed for cultivation.
So numorous arv the varieties of our desiduous
treas that wo can have but little difficulty in
making a s-lection. There is the clm, the red
and white oak, the maple, the black walnut, ths
ash, the hickory, the blazk and whits byreh, the
linden (basswood), the butternut, chestnut,
larch, ete.  And to give greater boauty to these
plantations, should ba interpersed here and
thoro irregular groups of ditfurent varioties,
Including an nscasional evergreen,«f which wo
havo many indigenous spociss 3 the white and
rel pine, the spruce, white and red cedar, and
what iz justly termed the king of evergroens
th> graceful hemlock.

In the painting of groups it is well firat to
study the outlinesof all the brst natural groups
tabo found, taking carefnl notico of tho way in
which the varieties arv combined how near the
treca aro to cach other ; how often nature has
planted them closo together 3 how often within
afew foet of each other ; how often at tho dis-
tanco of twenty or thirty feet. Although o
group thus imitated would uot show much
beauty in its incipieney, yet it will become mero
beautiful and pictureaque, more and more Lko
nature overy suceveding year, and will give do
light to overyono who ean appneciate nature
hersell, |

Howover lLberally we may introduce foreign
treed letus retain alarge number of our own,
Tho many uses to which troca contribute prove
their great value ; for buildings, for fences, for
various agricultural implements, for carringes,
fur ship and boat building, for furmture, for

staves, for carke, for fuel, and a thowsand other
uses for which they are invaluable. Bealdew,
without troes, the world would boeome a desert ;
with them it might bo made a paradise,  They
temper tho heat and cold, prevent the injurious
drynces of tha'atmosphere, and greatly promote
the fall of genfal shawers and seasouable mins
fu epring, summer and autumn.  In almost
every county of Ontario it is eaay to find lande
oovered with weod of asecond growth, which,
within the memory of the present generation,
have Leen cultivated for farm cropw, till they
wero worn out—that s, so drained of those
cunstituents which plants derive from the carth
that no other crop could bo got from themn that
wovld pay tho ovst of cultivation, Theso iande,
upon being abandoned by man, goon bugen to
grow up in wood ; and in tenor twelve yoa
the fields wero covered ; and in forty a fait
yicld of wood got from them. Tho woo L again
being cut and the land ploughed and culsivatel,
goud crope can again bo had from them for some
yoars,  Air and water were tho principal fer-
tilizers that sustained thewr growth, but their
leaves shed from yeai to year had fertilized the
soil very much., It occurs to mo that very fow
of thuso who aro desirous to plant out forest
trees need bo put to the necosaity of raumng
them from seed, for 1n uvery section of Canada
tracts aro to be found whero young troes of ail
sizes, suitabla for traneplanting aro to be had
for the labor of digging ; and it should bo borne
in mind that in digying up trees some skill is
required. Somo have long tap roats that peno-
trato the ground deoply, whilo othera spread
widely ncar the surface.  Theso different
chararters requirodifferent modes of proceeding §
the roots should be taken out of the ground
without the slightest bruise or mutilation, if
possible, thus the nocessity of curtailing the
tops wonld bo ubviated. The luss the roots are
exposed w0 the mir betwoen the time they are
taken out of the ground and the timo they aro
planted the better.  This should nover be
forgotten. If roots are of any value it can
only be when thuy acvsound and fresh, In less
than fifty years henco the requicin of tho stately
ping, the oak, and the chin will have been sung;
but their statelineas and their valuo will Lo ro.
corded s a thing of the past ; do we not already
regret the wholesalo recklesancss which has
been eniployed for their destruction by the
grasping hands of avarice. :

This scarcity in tho older settlements is now
felt as a sovere loss; but the next generation
will in all probability have to deplore their
abscnow as a loss of still greater magnitude,

Plantations of a tree called the Cutalpa
apecioss aro now being mado on an oxtensive
sealo in many parts of the United States. It
appoand to be a native of the Missix«ippi valley.
It appears to bo handy, and i representod as
being & rapid grower and remarkably durable,
I procured ten of those threo yoars ago, and
planted on a dry, gravelly soil, which X am lead
to believe was not the sort best adapted to their
growth, although thoy aro raid to succeod in all
deacriptions of eoil. The stems wero about
three-fourth of ‘an inch in diameter and six or
soven fect in length. From tho fine growth
they made and the healthy appearance they
showed after two years planted, I was fnduced
Iast spring to plant 100 1nore, which I did upon
lees than acre, on soit sumlar o tho first.
Every onv grow and looked healthy the past
fall. I intend planting another hundred or
more on tho sawme plot next spring, together
with afow of our native forcst trecs intessper
‘wd.

At the winter meeting of the saamo association,,
held in the Council Chamber, City Hall,
Torouto, on the 31st January, and st of ¥ebru.
ary, 18383, the mecting took upr threo iteins on
the programme, and discussed them together,
viz. :=*Tho Loat miethod. ¢of awskening a
grneral interest_in Practical Foreatry,” “The,
best varicties of Forest Trees to plant for
omanient aud for profit,” and ** How can wo
induco fanners to Plant Trees along tho Road-
aide 2"

Mu. Gorr.—~This is & subject that is growing
in interest from year to year. I will contine
mysolf to the cuestion, what vartetics of
forest trees aro beot for geueral planting ; and
tho first variety I might mention is-wnaple, I

believe that tho trees of that variecty tomnead’

the prpect of nebonly Canadiaug, but of all
prople among whoem they are known,  Qur
Sugur Maplo is oue of the most beautiful trees
that can bo prodaced in say country, Jtisa
tren that lias e many usca and eo much orna-
ment about it that wherover wo seu §t wo have
fnfused into our minds a geiuine love for our
ouatry, The scft maply 13 also n vesy beauti-
ful tree. It gows very aymmnetrical, is very
ornamental where it is cultivated for ornamen.
tal purpoees, and in every way fills tho expee-
tations of the planter.  Tho American Elm is,
I think, ono of tbs most graceful trees that wo
can havo planted on our strects, simply on
account of its pendulous habit of Lranching.
The basswood is also a very beautiful troo for
omaimcental planting ; and I often think that if
would take our basswood tree and our tulip
troe, wud beatow upon thum thoe same attention
thit wa sometimos do on exotics, they would
repag s better for it. Tho basawuod treo is
sald to bo onoof tho beat haney-producing troes
in tho country. The tulip treeisalsd s vbry
hanlsomo tree. It 13 a treo that will rowand
any amount of care and attention, It grows
very symmetrical ; the leaf is vory large and
showy, and in uvery way the troe is ornatncatal
and beautiful, but inoro csprcially so whenat
shows its beautiful blossoms. Tho man who
aces it onco and learns thiat it is-a nativo tree
will certainly bo inspired with o deoper ove for
tho country. ‘Tho nut trees aro very valuable,
the chestnut, thy whito walnut and the black
waluut.  Amonget our overgroens the Canada
balsain is one of the finost and most beautiful.
It would bo almost impossible to import a tree
that would surpsss it in beauty. Our piucs ars
alzo very interesting,  \Vohave sovoral of them
in our cvuntry. If thoy aro taken early and
planted in our lanes, tiioy soon assumne fine pro-
portions, and bocome very ornamental troes,
Tho black spruce, taken and enred for, I think
fully equal, if not superior to the Norway
apruce, of Europe. I saw a specimen of this
trooon tho ground of Mr. Arnold last winter,
winch astruck mo at once in a manner which I
shall never forget., These aro tho principal
forest trees that I think are intercsting to us,

Mg, Ressor.—-I havo o Jargs numbor of bass
woods in my grounds, and I prize them higher
than any dueciduous trees I havo growing,
although 1 have several vafictics. Tho chest-
nut and the two kinda of waluut the gentleman,
recommends, will not grow at all in the locality
in which I reside (i the centre of Victoris
county), although that is one of tho best agri-
cultural distri~ta in the Province. I boliovo a
fow black walnuts, in sheltered positions, have
been brought to maturity ; but no chestnuts
will grow. I entirely dissont from-what Mr.,
Gothsays with regard to tho Canada balsam. I
think it is tho most worthless of all tho ever.
groens the most unsatisfactory, the shortest
lived. -That has beon my experience of it, and
I live in n county in which it flourishes natural-
ly. W¥n wo come to plant it as an ornamen-
tal treo it takes sick and dies just as it has gnt
to such a height that it is beginning to bo in-
teresting.

MMr. Gorr.—There must be something wrong
in theenvironment.

Mg, Remsoi.—~1 am sorry Mr. Gott did not
make mention of two trees I admire very much,
tho white pine and espocially the Nort .,y pine,
I think tho, Norway pino is oneof tho mosg
beautiful that can bo planted,

MR Lustie. —That Norwsy pino is what is
known as tho red pine.

Mg, Stionr.—Thoe remark that the previous
speaker has made about the Canada balsan
fully oxpressed my oxperience. I have nodoubt
that in somo partz of Canada it succeeds very
well, but in the northern country it does not. X-
have noticed that just as soon as tho trees
around it have been thinnod out by persons de-
siring to preserve it, and just when it has
attained o fine symmetrical growth and & good
size, it begins to decay. From what I have
gathered as to tho easiness of transplanting and
tho suceess which attends it in-growing, 1 have
com?d to the conclusion, that tho best native
evergreen wo have is tho whito spruce,  Itis a
perfectly healthy tree.  Thavenever yot known
a whito rpruce to show any signs of decay from
age, where it has had anything like fair play.
Its wood ia one of our most valuablo timbers for

corlain claescs of work; in boat bLuilding
especially {t {s invaloable, From what I know
ol it I would recommend it as the best tree to
plant by rondsides. A timber which I seo the
architects aro seeking afted very much i the
butternut ; and in tho nerthern part of the
country tho troo succceds very well.

Tix Preswxst—Mr, Gott mentioned
the Lutternut under the name of the white
walnut

MR, Arxotp.—I have to endorso the senti-
ment of this gentleman with regard to our
Oauadian Balsam, It §s a beautiful treo in
its nativo swamp, and if wo could transplant it
into & nativo swamp again, or to some place
whero it would hava a spring about it to keep it
moist, it would stand; but if wo attempt to
transplant it to high ground, just as soon as it
getato be about ten or fifteen feet high, just
when it begins to become boautiful, it begina to
die. Ihope wo shall not get tho black spruce
and whito sprucoe mixed. T find that thereisa
great deal of confusion in regard to thoss two
Lapruces. I have them both, Lut really I do not
kn0w which is tho black and which is tho white.
The spruce that Mr. Gott alluded to as growing
upon my placo I beliavo to bu the black spruce,
but I sm not positive. The black spruce, if
that is what I have, spreads cut more at tho
bottom than the white, and I would consider
that it has a blue shade to it. It is ono
of tho pretticst treea wo have, cither nativo or
Joreign. I have chullenged the whalo county,
and I might almost go further and ohallongs
tho wholo province, to produce a3 fino a treo as
my black spruce, that I gat out of & swamp.,
The Magnolin is jerfectly bardy, and the old
Austrian pine is ono of tho finust trecs in the
country. I feel liko planting walnuts all over
my place, and I think if I had a hundred scre
farm I would plant them in every fonce corner
—not for their beauty, but becauso they would
Pay. Tlxo basswood succeeds well in our section.
The walnut does well throughout tho grester
part of tho ccuntrye

MR, Rov.—I can confirm what Mr. Arnold
says about tho whitz spruce, and the Austrian,
and tho Ne.way spruce, I have both Norway
and bluk spruse upon my place, and when they
bavs reom to grow and begin to grow from the
ground, I find that the black spruce is the moza
ornamental of tho two., Ono fault that the
Norway spruco has, is, that it goes away up too
high ond then gets bare at the top; but the
black spruce always remazins a beautiful troe,
and, as Mr. Arnold eays, haa a blue tinge. The
Austrian pine is onoof the most beautiful of
troes until it gets old.' As to the balsam, I find
what Mr. Arnold speaks of ; after you have
ind it removed throe or four years you will find
a branch here and thero through tho tree dead ;
but when it is young it is a very beautiful tree.
I think every farmer ought to plant the black
walnut ard tho white walnut.  The black wal-
nut is not only a very beautiful treo, but it is
going to' bo a very valuable trec. I do not
know but what you will get from £80.00 to
$100.00 o thousapd feet for black walnut now.
Our country is being denuded of it. Tho ash
is also a valuable trea; it is nmow lLrought
groatly into use in making railway cars and
various other things.

Mp, ArnotD.—Americans have como over
from Michigan and paid as high as $6.00 to
$8.00 a stump for old walnut stunps along the
Grand River; and thoy havo taken them over
to Michigan and made them iute furniture,
which they have brought back to us and sent to
Europe,

A&, Ror.—I planted about fiftcen or eightoen
walnut trees somo nino or ton ycars ago—the
nuts ; and before I came away I went out to get
tho sizo of them, and thoy measured eight or 10
inches in diameter.

A MEexper.—What is tho difference in tho
growth of black spruce and the Norway spruce,
tho same time planted 2

Mn. Ror.—1 suppose they will remain at
about the same altitude until thoy get to bo
ubout twelve or fifteen years old, and then tho
Norway spruce will begin to grow past the
other,

Mgz, A. M. Surri.—Thero is ono tres of con-
siderablo importancoe in our section that has not
been mentioned yet, that iz, the commop pope
lar.  Our pulp mills in the vicinity of St




