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SEL F-VIND IÂTION.

One evidonce of estrangemient froin. God and rigbit is the ten.
decy to sclf-viindieatiori. Mien God initeri-oea,ýted Adaîn as to
what lic lîad donce, aftcr lie hiad caten the fbî'biddeu fruit, Adani
said, 1' Vie woinan, whioin thon gavest to bc witi nie, shc gave nie
of tlue troc and I did cnit." Thuts tlie man was deg-raded by lib
sin. lc did miot at once ackznowvledgc bis sin, but souglit to ex.
tenuate bis guilt by saying tliat it was at the %vonan's instigation
thiat lie biad catcni ol'th)e fbrbidden friiit. 'Vic woûnian, iii ])ir turn,
blaxîîcd tlie serpent for beguiling lier. Sccing tiat tiere is tîjis
tendency in the sinner ýo vindicate and elear hi nseif if lie oan, and
to, palliate bis guilt if' lic caninot, lic is unwHvilirig to aickniowlcdge
hinself la sinncr. he siek necd a pliysician. But siniiiers are
unwilling to admit t1iait tlîcy arc iorally diseased anîd iu danger
of houl. lence God says tit tdie sinnjer nîîst; conibss luis sulis.
It is wvlien the sinner looks thec fâot of luis siitî,tics.s in the face,
and icknowledges iiniself a sinier, tlîat lic secs lus utter Iiclplcss-
ness, and the glorious rcmiedy for biis mioral discasoýs, wliieli G-od lias
gracîously providcd lu the gospel. Sinner, wliîen you are unwill-
in- to admnit your sinfulness you arc rcistiîîg-, tuec Iloty Spirit and
anjuring youl. soul. As l nei ook to Jesuis a(s God's gWit of love
to you, anid be drawn to God ,înd away froni -in, by tlîe cords of love.

It is bcuse ot'this teudcncy to sel1'-vindieation tliat tlie Chnris-
tian wlio lias erred is unwilling- to contèss luis fitult. 1,,vcn wlien
lie cannot vindicate luis position lic will iot admnit, tlîat lic lias donc
wrong. He will probably deceive liuisolf by ignioring tlie point at
issue, and by fhstcning on sonaietlingt- Wliichi lIî V.uncies wrIong,, in diue
inanner'in whicu lic wvas deait with because of luis fouîtit. If, O
Christian, your fellow-belicvcrs have not ianitèestcd a truly Clunis-
tian spirit lui dcalimug withi you foi' tie wrong you hiave done to tie
cause of ,Tesus, tluis doos not exeulpate you. IIow'ever you may
have boen trcatcd (and you yourself', to somue extent, inay hiave
provokced tluat treatmient by your unircasonablencss and obstiniacy),
it is your duty to confess, your fouît to, God aînd to your bretlurcn.
Rlowcvcr otiiers uuîay have acted, tîuis is your duty. l>erluaps you
will say, I will confiýss nmy fouit if iny bretiuren, wv1io, li:uvc dealt
wrongf1ully towards mce, will con f'ss tlucirs llcre again you are
,wrong. It is your duty to eonifess your fauît wlizitever otlers do.
Your bcing willing to do your daty whecn otliers do thieirs will not
satisfy Giod. And bear lu iiiind thiat yen neyer aet more
nobly than when you confess the cvii you have conmittcd.
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