secondly, & well filled and imstructive letter from the apostle’s pen ;
thirdly, & visit and edifying ministering from the faithful Tychicus;
fourthly, continuous labours by the prudent and zealous Timothy, who
‘ is by the apostle besought to abide at Ephesus. I am fully apprized
of the fact that the medest Timothy has been turned into a Bishop
| by our Episcopal friends, and again, that he has- been transformed
iuto-a ¢ settled pastor” by our Baptist and Congregational friends.
With these ecclesiastical oddities Isam not now dealing. And some
of these labours, after Paul leaves the Ephesian congregation, as can
" be shown, were subsequent to the appointment-of elders.
© I shall, at any time, beloved brother Sillars, be pleased to hear
* from you cither on this topic or any other you may choose ;.and I may
.-guarantce for you a good hearingon tho part-of all the readers of this
periodical, who, T.am.happy te say, are yearly increasingin this wes-
tern country,

Your brother in-the Lord,
D. OvipHANT.

: —_—
' PRAYER.

Were Lby.aceident to discover my enemy in the closet, the dell
. or the grove, engaged in seeret prayer to God, it would induce me at
once to suspect the integrity of my conduet toward him. I should be
much inclined to suspect myself in the wrong—-to suppose that he
had some real ground of grievance. I should conclude certainly, that
he would be willing to meet me againin the sacred demain of friend-
ship ; that he would be ready to forgive. Aud.why this? Ifin my
own bosom there rankled disaffecticu and hatred, would I:inot be dis-
armed 2

Liwd men do not pray in sccret—never, never.  All men reach this
. vonclusion by a sort of instinet. They Anow that whoever iasolitude
, secks communion with the Almighty, who is of purer eyes than to be-
. bold iniyuity with allowanee, must bo hungering and thirsting after
righteousness..  The man who prays in secret knows that if he regards
iniguity in his heart, the Lord will not hear him ; and few men will
trouble themselves to mock God in secret. It is a profitless task
aud much worse than profitless. The wan who is not seeking after
inward holiness—purity.of heart, can not enjoy sceret prayer. Henee,
whenever.we bagin to slide away from God, prayer becomes irksome,
and as the relizious affections cool, it is wholly abandoned ; apoplexy
of the spiritual man and death ensue.

Thereis a -trange power in prayer ; it is God’s appointed means of
bringing his children.. now in exile, home. It gives-strength to the
. feeble, courage to the timid, hope to.the downcast: Itis the Chris.
* thu’s talisman—the shicld of the young, the staff- of the old. And
" yet, how apt are we, inthe hurry and iutoxication of life, to forget
. that God is the hearer.of prayer.  Our fatliers used to sing— -

N “ What-various hindrances we meet,
. In coming to the mercy-seat;”
;- And"we might fitly catch and prolong the.strain.
Intending these paragraphs for such as do not read long articles, we
- shall hore close.— Pinizrton. ’

——
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