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I tisen tonk hold of locomotive works, as the Locks
and Canals Co. had commenced building engines.
When the lot off engines on which we were working,
was finished, about sixty hands werc to be discharged.

My foreman gave me noticeabout two weeks betore-
hand. I kaew thatif I waited until the day came
around, many of my associates would be looking for
work at the same time, so [ went at once, or as soon
as they would let me off, to North Chalmesford, and
saw Silver. e had had difficulty in getting some
roller-saddles finished for some spinning frames, and
said I wight try my hand at them, and afterwards
make up my mind what I would do them for by the
piece. I did so, and a day or two after, put in a bid.
He agreed to it, and I went atit. The job was a little
difticult to do well, and asthesaddles had to be ground
on an emery-wheel, it was unpleasant. I worked
hard, and as our old water-wheel leaked enough to
keep turning, and to run the machinery when the gate
was shut, 1stole in and worked avery evening uatil
eleven o'clock. T got enough done to give me three
dollars a day for five wecks. Silver said he could
not pay that any longer as it would make trouble
with the other hands. He said I must do the rest for
half what he had been paying me. I felt angry, but
I did not show it, as I might want to come back there
sometimes. I told him that grinding on the emery-
wheel hurt me, and that 1 would not try to do any
more.

1 went to Boston. T had been there only oncc be-
fore, but did not then go into any of the shops. This
time 1 strayed around among a lot of old shops, and
1 went to Ashcroft's and to Adamg’—all without
getting work ; I had never heard of Hinkley & Drury;
but I got over into their neighborhood, and went over
into their works. Drury wasinthe shop; and came
upto me. leasked meiflwanted work. I told him
1 did. Me asked me what I could do. I named the
kind of work at Lowell. e said he had never been
able to do anything with Lowell hands, that his work
was heavier and harder than they had been used to,
and that it *buckled them right up.” e showed me
how a walking beam of a steam engioe had to be
bored, on the floor. I thought I could try, and he
finally said I might coree for a week. Ie would give
me cight dollars, and if I didn't suit, he would tell
me so at the end of the week.

Duaring the weck I found I could do the work set
me, as well as other men who had ten and eleven
dollars a week, and that I could get a dollar and three
quarters a day at Tufts, and at one or two other
places. On Saturday, the men wentin to be paid
off. Mr. Drury stood at the door to rectily any mis-
takes, and to answer any appeals. I stepped up to
him, and told him that 1 had concluded to get employ-
ment elsewhere. ‘Isn’t our money as good as any-
body's else * he said. ‘What I get of i, is, said 1.
He asked me if I could get any more eclsewhere.
told him 1 could, and where, and what wages were
offered. *Well,’ said he, ‘we will pay yon ten dolars
aada half a week.! Idrew only enough for my board,
and kept regularly at work.

I roomed with Heory Rice, at 672 Tashington
street. After I had been working four montbs in the
shop, 1 was sent to Walthan, to put up an engine, and
Rice was sent to Newton, or asimilar job. 1 ranmy
engine one year.

I then went back to the Locks and Canal shop at
Lowell, and worked on the four ‘big engines,’ three
of which went on the Western road, and one the
King Phillip,’ on the Boston and Providenco road.
I had some of the best jobs of work, done on these

engines.

chaaging about as I did, in the hope of falling in with

young, tough, and capable, and that I must have a
chuace on a road. Woodsworth promised an engine

capubility to run an engine—the most that I had ex-

job three weeks. 1 will give you a letter to Major

soute chance on arailrond. While at the print works
[ went to William Juckson, then a director in the
Boston and Worcester road. I told him that I was

to ran in three weeks. I had alittle doubt of my

pected being a job atfiring. I dared notsay, however
that I could not run as well as anybody. !
‘I resolved to hire some engineer to teach me during
the three weeks I was to wait.—Mentioning my plan
to Mr. Jackson, said he, ‘You must not ba out of g

Whistler, on the Western road, and be will set you to
work at once’ le did as he promised, and I weat
to Springfield.  Whistler gave me & note to Grey, and
Grey gave me a note to Eddy. 1 had known Wilson
Eddy at Lowell and when I found it was the same
one I'was all right. Eddy set me to work in the shop,
where I worked ecight months. I then went out on
the road, where I was running for seven years and
foug months, making eight years in all on the Western
road.

‘When I was running, I did all the repairs that
could be done by one man, on my engine. I hab-
bited all my boxes, fitted the dies in my ecceatric
books, keyed up and packed my engine, and did all
the living that was done.  Ialways helped to clean
my engine, worked as hard as my fireman, and our
engine was thoroughly cleaned every day.

‘During my work on the Western road, my wifs
had died, and I removed my children to New Hamp.
shire. I went often to visit them. Once, on my
return from such a visit, as I got in the cars at Wor-
chester, I saw Addison Gilmore. -
‘At Springfield, Mr. Gilmore asked me if I knex §
any of the railroad men about there. I told him &
many of them, and he asked me if I knew Dollirer
Jobnson. T told him that man was there emploged
in the machine shop.

‘In the afternoon, while I was at work with Johaz- &
son—who then took out engines for Hickley—the §
stranger came in, and introduced himsclf as Mr 8
Edwards, president of the Cheshire Road, in New §
Hampshire. He bad a letter from Hickley, and wish-
ed to get Johnson to take up his first engine and to §
start and run it. ‘I don’t want it said Johrson, in §
hisbluff way. Johnson was afterwards Master Me- 3
chanic of the Fitchburg road. ‘But kere is & man' §
said Johnson, pointing to me, ‘who is just the maz §
you want.! Mr. Edwards then told me he had corte
on to choose an engine from a lot of twelve on the §
Western railroad, either of which had been offered §
bim for four thousand doilars. He was to make bis §
cboice there, that day. Said I, ‘Mr. Edwards, I mas
oot talk with you here in the shop, but I will call 6z
you this evening. In the meantime tell Mr. Gilmore
that you will name your choice to-morrow, after yoz
bave gone to Pitsfield.

‘1 went that evening to Mr. Edwards’ room, at the
Mrspasoit House. He seemed impatient to see me.
1 told bim we must first make a bargain and thea !
would tell him about selecting his engine. Heasked
what pay I expected. I told khim sixty dollams
month, and he agreed to give it. Theengine * Hazp-
shire’ had not long been put in good order. It}
Mr. Edwards to go to Pitsfield, and, after looking 2!
all the engines, to select that ome. He noted i
name of the engine, and I bid bim good evening.

On his return from Pitsfield, he told me I med]
leave with his engine, next Monday. I told him]
could not leave without giving a regular notice, &t

i afterwards worked a fow months in 2 print works,

might have to come back again. And cven ifIwe



