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about tho chiafr! WV ourfht ail Ie fcol thankfal that
the Seccssion subtioties of a bygouë age have beoui
iorged in the crucible of denominationtil anialga-
mation, and are alinost vanished. away ; and if the
antiqitaries of a distant age shauld ever <isinter
theux froin their sepuichral restitg-placcs, it wiIl re-
quire ail the skill arnd sagarity of future }Ingh
Millers tuid Marclîisons tu discrimnate betweca the
diin t, bat nut oasily distinguishuil, qperies of flic
poleinical inegatheriuns of a former age. Of the
blcssitigs wliel tlowv fioni au arrangement by îvhich
brothreu, %ito had previoîîsly Ilbecoine two bands,"
arc enabled to dweil in perlfet unity. tlie compara-
tively rucentjunutîoîî betwcen flhc twn Synods wilîit
constitute tlic Uniteil Preshytorian Churclî atrords a
marked and mnxiorable illustration. IL is acknowv-
ledgeed by ail the nîinisters and incînhers of bollh
parties, titat te standard of' piety, the zeal, the
1ev " , the generosity, the è-otifort of ail concerned
lî,ive, with ont a single drawback, hieen increased in
a highor ratio than the mnost sanguine advocates of
the uneasure liad contompiated or foret.nld. 'None
of thec members of cither denomination have ever
repented of their joint deormination, or ivould now
wish to retrace their stops.

There are not a feir beniefits of a more practical
and palpable nature, ou which iL nîay ho proper
thàt 1 should brielly dwoell. One Collegre at Edin-
burgt wvould be quite sufficient for the ivants of the
unitcd bodies. One board of management would
preside over their temporal concerns, su that a large
sum would bc savod for missionary ptirposeq, both
nt homoa and abroad, or bc . devoted te the furilior-
once of spiritual objects. But the rnost important
advantige of ail (as ivas nient fortibly and season-
ably rernarkcd by our accomplished friend, Dr.
Andrew Thomson,) w'ould bc the consolidation (in
%what hoe justly tormed over-churched districts) of
tivo or more îvoak cong-rogations into one, by ivlîich
tlic incoitie of tlae ministers who presided over it
would reach a respectable amouat, nd, in eaaph case,
one or more useful labourers b'Ç rcleasod front a
diseouraging and uncomfortable position, and trans-
ferred tu othpr localittes, iwhere thir presence wouid,
ho more highly prizedi, and their labours more ale-
quately reniunerated; îvhilst the hicarcrs, when the
process of fusion liad talion place instead of being
olten alienated, and thc strictness of discipline im-
paircd, by occasional. jealouisies and rivalships,
)vonildbe streiigtlienitig each other's hands and on-
couragring ecd other's liearts, undor the holy and
healing influence of Chîristian confidence and Chris-
tie4n love. Those advantagps can, at the best, be
but faintly aud fuebly realised by an occasional in,.
terchange (iL may bo, at distant periois) of social
meetings, or pulpit ministrations. Thc fellowship
bptweeri iffisters, office-bearers, and members of
différent denorninations, stands in much the same
relation to that. wichel prevails Pnongst bretliren
belonging tuonee communion, which the feelings
of wcIl-bred courtesy existing between common ac-
quaintances bears tu the daily and delightful cou-
verse enjuyed by iutimate friends. In the one case,
the miatual regard is slight and superficini; in the
other, iL is intinate, cordial, and unreserved-.

Alloiv me te refer, for a fow moments, in illustra-
tien of this principle, to the era of thc fleptarehy.
Mhen England ivas, at that period, invadod by a
foreigu encmy, it of course was possible, thougli by
ne menas c-.rtnin, tint tie soven separate kingdoms
Might combine thcir forces te, resist Danish or Nor-
man aggression; it mighit happen, lxowéver, also, tbàt
Rome of, tbem. would remain neutral,-that others'
%Would hc lukewarm or unsteady-and tint a few

mrghit oven bocomo thc allies, instead of bcbng the
antagonists, of tie invadinlg enerny. But ever sinco
these separato jincipalitieB have been auspicio.usly
ConsOlidated into one, ail thic anent distinctons
have beca i wholly obliterated, and in attacliment tu
the interestso f Lîteir coinmon country, thero is no
Jlifrerence, but, on the contrary, a complote identity,
hoth of feelinags and of interests, betîveen thc men
of Wessicx and tiiose 'of Mcmrii. Notwitbstanding
tue af1iaaiLv %vhtich subsisted betiveen the natives of
Eaîgland and Scotland ini point of language, habits,
ilud character, how muci jealousy, discord, and
estrangenient sttlhsisted betwveen them, as long as
they reiuained disunited, whilst the intervals cf con-
ýýord or co-operation ivere fewv and far between 1

Vhaat ..-. traie of tioe tivo rival kingdomns, ini their
state of isolation, when under ".parate sovereigns, or
cren separate Parliamonts, holds good cf our Presby-
terian (jhurchcs, so long ns tlîey are govorned by dis-
tinct synods and distinct prcsbytcýries. But if we were
perfectly joined together, in formn as well as in spirit,
se as te constitute eue great Il National Froc Churclî'
ail invidious or jarring distinctions would at once
f'ail to the ground, and ho for ever siwept aivay. The
Uîuiteil Presbyterian Ephraimn would nover again vox
the Free Claurch Judai, and, aftcr the lapse of a very'
feiv years, it wonld (as is already the case in regard
tu tlîe tvu bodies whlîih now constitute tic United
Preshyterian Ginrch) ho imposs'ble for any one to
guoss, whethcr any particular minister or eider lid
formnerly belong-ed Lu co communion or tetîte other.

Far ho iL fi om me te deprerinte, or te discourage,
a ivork of picty, and labour of love, i n whîcii many
distînguislaed and devoted believers have, from the
îost praiseworthy motives, heen cngagcd. It has,
hoivev or, aiways appeared te me, tliat the advantages
arising fromn on Evangelical Alliance, ia virtuýe of
which certain members of the différenit communions
meet togeflier fur a brief soasen and at distant in-
torvals, are limitcd and evanescent, -when compared
wvith the more palipable and permanent blossings
dorived from a scriptural invorporation of various
sretions of flie chaîrch into one. Altlieugi, thIe pro-
cccdings of a seciety institutêd on such a basis tend
greatly tu promnote the reciprocal feelings of Christian
fclleowshiip and mutual estoem amengst the respccted
indiyiduals wio are presont at suci meetings, and
m# often tond te assuage thc asporities, or somo-
tintes te preveat the outbreak, cf polemical gladiater-
slîip, and is tlîe best, and perhîaps 'sole sciomoe for
creating sucli a relation betîveca Christians ivhose
viewNv of chureh government and discipline are in-
comîpatible and irreconcilable, it lias only Ila shadow
of good tlîings te coe, and net the very image of
the Lhings' wiviili may ho expected te groiw eut of
sueh a close and intimate union as I vontuture te
advocate at Luis Lime. In the ycar 1738,* toivards.
tlic close cf the reiga of the Emperor Charles VI1.,
many officers in the service of the multifarieus
sovereigns cf Germany foit considorablo dissatisfmo-
tion at the estrangemnent and isolation which subsisted
bctween tlîeir respective corps, a-ad rcsolvcd te forte
a Il military alliance," the members cf %nxhich, by
mutual converse and social communion, iit either
remoïe, or et ail events diminish, thc tendencios te
jealoiîsy and discord wlxicli, in a greater orlons dcgrec,
prevniled amongst. thcm. They accordingly hcld
three successive meetings et Hleidelberg, Hildesheim,
Atnd 1iUdhurghausen,-as te Lte two last of whichy
1 amn net in possession of any particulars ; but the
first was vcry nuinerously and respe8tably attended.

0Tile enduer noed net look< for any faîrther particulltks of' îla.
cvent in auy h6tory Of the epocli, wttîdQicr sPciul Or univetsal.


