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Testament ; for example, Numb. 15: 32,
33. ‘Teachers can easily quote instances
from their own knowledge of the evil effects
of Sabbath-breaking.

THIRD SABBATH.

Supsect :—he Sabbath at Sinai,—
Exodus 20: 1-17.

Our lesson includes tiic first four of the
Ten Commandments—the first of the Two
Tables—the commands that tell us special-
1y of our duty to God. Thesec Connand-
ments were spoken by God Himself, and
all the people heard and understood Him.
The awful scenes accompanying the deli-
very of the Law arc described in the pre-
vious chapter.

V. 2.—The principle implied in this Pre-
face is that our relation to God asrecipients
of His mercies and benefits, gives Him a
right to command and makes it our dut
to obey. The special act mentioned with
vegard to tha children of Israel is Ilis bring-
ing them out of Egypt ; He redeemed, saved
them ; therefore they were bound to keep
His commands. Sce Shorter Catechism,
Ques. 44.

V. 3,— Before me”’—in my presence.

Vv. 4, 5.~ Graven image,” any image
carved, or cut, or hewn. No kind of image,
or likeness, or pictare is to be made to be
worshipped. The Lord Himself afterwards
directed Moses to make certain “likencsses”
but not to be worshipped.

V. 6.—Thousands of generations arc to be
objects of merey.

V. 8.—Remember: this shows that the
Sabbath already existed. The word Sab-
bath means rest.

LEssoxs.

1. We are under infinite obligations to
God, and hence we should observe all His
commandments.

2, We should allow no object to come
between us and God—for, to do so is idola-
try. (No wonder that the Roman Catholic
Catechisms omit the Sccond Command-
ment! The Greeks and Russians do not
worship graven images, but they Dave
sacred pictures to which they pay idolatrous
homage.)

3. Observe from V. 6 how God’s mercy
exceeds His judgments. He visits the sins
of impenitent parents on impenitent chil-
dren till the third and fourth generations ;
but he shows mercy to thousands of genera-
tions of them that love Him.

4. God’s name istakenir vain (1) when
we do not live up to the profession of reli-
gion which we make; (2) when we swear
(using God’s name ortitles) rashly without
occasion ; (3) when we swear falsely; (4)
when we use God’s name lightly. Kor
these things we may escape punishment

{‘rom men, but God will not hold us guilt-
ess.

5. We should carcfully observe the
Lozd’s day. In the Old Testament this
wag Jaid down as a fundamental principle
of duty; and no sin, except, perhaps, idol-
atry, 18 thréatened or visited with heavier
punishment than Sabbath-breaking. The
fourth commandment, like thé other com-
mandments, is of perpetual obligation.
The Moral Law is cternal and immutable,
and this is part of it. It is equally suited
to all men in all places.

The Sabbath commenced in Eden, and
was instituted for unfallen man. If it was
needed there, much more is it required in 8
world of sin, toil, and sorrow.

Even the heathen nations have a notion
of the peculiar sacredness of the seventh
dny, arising, no doubt, from dim traditions
of the Rest of Paradise. ’

It is this primeval Sabbath that the
Fourth Commandment includes in the
Moral Law, and bids all to ¢ remember.”
This i3 not the Jewish Sabbath, any more
than Ged is peculiarly the Jewish God.
The Fourth is as much a command for all
mankind as the Third.

6. All the membersof the family—ife,
children, servants, are to rest that day.
Here we have family religion commanded.

DocCTRINE.

Observance of the Sabbath highly re-
warded.—Jsa. 58 : 2, 4-7; Isa.58: 13, 14.

FOURTH SABBATH.

Sussect :—The Sabbath in Christ’s time,
—Matt. 21: 1-18.

V. 1.—It was no theft to pluck the ears
of grain in these circumstances. Sece Deut.
237 24, 25,

V. 2.—The Pharisces were aiways on
the look-out for breaches of the letter of
the law, while they broke the spirit of it
without the least scruple. They held
Jesus responsible for His disciples. They
wanted Him to check them. The plucking
of the ears, and rubbing them between the
haxds to separate the grains from the ears,
would be regarded Ly the Pharisces as
labour on the Sabbath. :

V. 8.—Jesus justifies His disciples by
quoting David’s example—1 Sam. 21: 3.
The Jews held David to be a pattern of
excellence. ’ ’

V. 4.—Shew-bread—Twelve loaves laid
in two rows on the golden table in the
Holy place. The loaves were renewed
every week, the priests eating the old.
David reccived a batch of twelve loaves.

V. 5.—The priests were specially bound
to observe the law, but they were author-
ized to “profane” the Sabbath, that is,
to perform all the work that was necessary



