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try of the edifice. Second, by inserting
anything for ivhicbi the divine architcct lins
not made provision in his plan. Another
wvay iii whicli a real enemy of Christ may
be known is b)y bis supplying the p)lace of
the good and imperishable material with
somcthing tbat lias ne durability. 'f lic
dewood, liny and sttubble" may bc so art-
fully introduced that the ignorant or inex-
perienced sec nothing to regret in thre
cbange of materials. It is howvever a vio-
lation of the commands of the great Master,
and must iincur bis dispîcasuire. And 1'the
fire; shahl destroy thien."

For us, whio bave within cur reaci the
experience of tbe chrurch, as recorded in Iris-
tory, to suppose thiat tbierc is no danger
frorn suebi tbings, would be chîildisih folly.
Iluman nature is still tbe sainie; and in
simuilar circunistancts we -nay expect thiat
the evils of the past will bc reproduccd ;
ive May also expeet tlîat they wihl ereep in
very silcntly and almost without observa-
tion. In ry opinion the evils of thre pnst
already exist to sueh an extent ns to war-
rant very serious scareliings with regard te
the cause.

In tire first place, if wc conîsuit the
~vritings of the best and rnost eminent men
of the past century, is there net reason to
suspect that bothi the standard of doctrine
and discipline in the church is lowcrcd ?
It sounds vcry well to becar ministers talk-
ing (if the "gclericus refît rmnatîcn" in the
ltime of Luther, Calvin, and Knox; and
ringring tuie hanges on tlIestereotyped plîrnsee
diJustification by faitb, the article cf a
standing or falling ehturch." But sucli ex-
pressions do net cenvey te or coagrega-
tiens correct ideas cf justificaticn, or cf
Cbrist's imputed righiteousncss, threugli
wbichi alone it can be obtained. I amn far
from hinting that these vital subjeets bave
ne place in the rainistrations cf preachers
in general; but withouit besitation 1 give as
my opinion, thrat tbey are net divelt upen
witbi as much fulness and'plainness as tbey
were by the most enrinent and successfil
divines of a past generation. And, breth-
ren, I fear that the great reason for the
cbange, in thie respect, is the belief tirat
sucb preaching weuld be less interesting

an.d popular. Yes, 1 confess it witi shraîne,
for I dare net say that I ar gttiltess. YTe
have te tee great extent preaclicd ourselves,
irot Christ. With some k-ind cf vague fear
tra t these old-fashioned, doctrines rvould.
be unpepular, svo ]lave citlier substitutitc
for themi thc " vood, lray and stuibblc," or,
wc have failcd te prescrit tueur as if ive cen-
sidered. thein tire vcry life and seul cf
preaching. Ali, beloved, secing vo blave te
render nu accunit cf this or stc'vardslrîp,
miglit it net be rvchl for eachi cf ils, sorne
day, te enter inte an lroncst review cf his
serinons, for one ycar, or for five or ten
ycars, te sec hrow much, or rather hlow
littie ive have really said te magnify Christ
and beld him up as the enly hiope cf dying
iran ? The temptatien te sucli trifling
wvithi.the gospel is, in or day, net small.-
There are many in tlîe church vhro have
ne relislh for the gospel, and whoea canîly
listen paticntly wvhen it is servcd up in some
conceaIcd wvay. If tire disîr preparcd lbe
garn ished wvitli suceh a profusion cf heautifutl
flewers tIrat tIre food is alinost or altogyether
conccalcd, they are safisfied. But such a
sermon ns that cf Edwards, whiere lie de-
scribes "«Sianers in the band cf an ain gry
Qed," or ene tîrat wvould bic a plain nnswver
te tîre question 'lWhat must I do te bce
savcd," iwould, find ne acceptance rvith
tbcm. In fact, the taste cf the chiurcbi is
bcbng cerruipted by the religions literature
cf the prescrit day; and tho servants cf
Christ are in danger cf lesing sighit cf tire
main object cf prcacbing, in their efforts te
imitate the modern, and, as some thiuk,
improved style cf preaching the gospel.

Then, again, the discipline cf the ehureh
-anether cf Cbrist's ordinauces-is net
maintained ns in the days -cf or fathers.
I feur tlrere is Icss caution exercised in ad-
mitting te church membership, and thre
persons received are net sufficiently impress-
cd with the fact that the cburch is a Society
distinct from. the world. Then, agairi, the
rivalry aruong differcut denenmnations or
communions tends te, inerease the evil; for
it is a ucterieus fuet, that fugitives frein
discipline in one elrrrcb, are often received
with open arms, when they offer theniselves
te some different and rival communion. In
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