
Zbe 3Itome anb sortign Uztorb.

in- on Lifu ; and thc native Christian
Evatugelists-Samnoans andl Rarotongans-
wCIt put ini chiains, e-otiveycd as prisoners
to a French mian-of-war, an.1 sentecellc to
carly banishment froin tlie Islîînd.

The pretext for these unrighiteous nnd
cruel dlee(ls was the %'eakest and shallowcst
that invention coulil sîîpply.

The Englishi miissionaries wcre accused
of duî<tionadWzn the native Christians by
teac hing t îcmi t! ie English rather thail the
French laîîgîage ; wliercas there was, pro-
bablv, flot à songle native wvlio unuderstood a
word of Eniglishi, the inissionaries having
learrnt the language of the peop le iii order
to gire heinm instruction in the ornly way in
whieli it was practicable.

The representation that the missionaries
liad etucouraged the isiatiders to resist the
Freneh authority wvas equallv unfouifled
and ideal, as the Governor of New Caledlo-
nia lîad ixever clainicil aiuy authority iii
Lifuii np to tie time -%vhen these hostile pro-
ceedings were cnrried out in practicc.

WVe have, hiowever, strong reaisons for
eoitcrliding that these arbitrary nacazures
originated witl M. Guîu-MtN, the Gover-
nor of Ne-w Calcdonia, without aîiv intlio-
rity froin Paris ; and we chierish h san-
gine hope tlîat the Emnieror and the (Go-
vernmcnit will not sanction and perpetuate
such nionstrous opposition to the social im-
proviiic.ut and religions freedom of the
native population.

We feel assured also tlîat Iler Majesty's
Goverunient have not be iuditfereut to
the wrongs thus p>rpetrated upofl our
couutryinen, who have b2en silenceil aud
threatcncd with expulsion from the islind,
shoiild thrv continue to exerrise tlieir mis-
sion of mcrcy to the people whom thîcv
have rescucd frorn thc dcegradation of l'a-
ganism and the horrors of savagle life.

The puhlie press of our country, led 1wv
the powerful example of the *"Timnes?" lias
spoken in relation to this outrage ini Ian-
guage of remonstrance and rondetuination
to the oppressor flot to be misundestood,
and no less in terms of justice and commen-
dation of the benefits rcsultitig from mis-
sionary lahoutr.

ht is important to observe, as illustrating
the cruelty anI injustice of the French pro-
eeedings in Lifu:-

1. That the Christian teachers, native
and Bîîropeani, eml)loYed hy the London
Missionary .Society in 'the Loyalty Group,
commenced their labours at leat ten yeaî-s
befure the assiumpuion of Frenchi authority
in New Caledonia.

2. 'rhat at tlîe commencement of their
labours the native population ivere in thp
lowest state of degradation and barbatismn,i:
and that thicir present social and religions
improv-cment has been effccted hy the ,hics-

sing of God upouî the labours of the mission-
aries.

3. Thiat alaets of trade audcommnerce
On thc p)art of tlîe misssionaries are strictly
prohîibitcd hy the Society they serve, îîud
vauhiot, therefore, in any degree interfère
ivith the colonial iiîterests of F'rance.

And 4. That the arluitrary procecdings
of thie Governor of New Caledonia arc to-
tallv lit variance ivith tlîe priuîciples of civil
andl religiouis frecdoni establislicd iii France
andî nîîiversally earried ont in alI the colo-
nîies of Britaiiu.-Mi.s. .Jfaya. aîd Chroiî.

Correspoiîdence of thle N Y; Observer.

A&ffaire at Honolulu.
SEMI-110PEItY SISTEXIS 0F MEItCY-PO-

LITICS ANI) 1)ISTILLIRTES.
E xtracts fromn a private letter, datcd Nov;

.)2, 1864,j.ust rercived [Janu. 5, 1865 1
.The Establishmuent of the 'Uc formed

Catliolie Chîurehi' is liard up for fnnds.
Trle îîovelty of tlîe enterp)rise is wearîîîg
awai-, an(i the number of the worslîippers
fit tlîe vatliedral is said to be very sinall ;
in fact, we licax- it olteti said tlîat the enter-
prise is a failure. A week or two ago, four
ladies, 'Sistwrs of Chîaritv. arrivcd liera
from England for the Rcfýorined Catliolie
Chîurrh; tlîey wear bîlack gowîîs nîiîîus
crinoline, and large white. hooils and wvhite
unmbrellas, Iookiug for nîl tlîe -world like
walkiîg mîîisliroomis. lu passing tlîc cathe-
dm1l on Sabbath evenings, on 'my way to
t-hureh, Nve rau se. tl"e pictures, of the~
Twelvo Apostles, tlie can(lles, &c.; in fact.
witlî tlîeir saintus' davs, prcsin, and
frcîuîcnt services and sa('maments, the differ-
cure hetween themn and the Roman Catho-
lic is niot at ail apparenît. Protestant nuis-
.ioîîaries are îlot regardîed by tiieni ais cicr-
gynîrn, but oily 1 mninisters o~f religion.'

:1sce no reason to 1be dliscouraged, ex-
cept that so few of thie yonng among the
natives aire clîristians, and their doinestie
life îot calculatcd to l)erpetnate the race,
or to miake thcm goomi citizCfls. StilI, in-
duîstry is hcin(r cultivated among thcm,
andl with the hointifuil rains of this sunu-
mer, and tlîe higlh price of sugar and nie in
California, our agriculturai enterprises are
greatly on the inecase ; in fart we aro
donhlîug our exports almost semi-annually'
and keep six barks constantly uniîîing be-
tu-cu lis and the -oast, heside-s frequent
coasting vessels. WVith thie growtb of our
niaterial prosperitv, habits of indîîstry and
virtue increase among the uatives; and as
seventeen out of our sugurplautations are
Alnerican in'dtitutions, wvc are flot îufraid
that the United States will 2ver ]ose their
iuterest lucre, tbough wve be, fot in court fa-
vomir, and our diplomatie affairs are muiser-
ably managed.
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