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Ourfew Bells.
Many have heard of fi l "ccxféw bel l" butrnet ail linow

its origin. Itts history in Englaîîd runs back to the tinie of
Williami file Coxiqucror, wlio ordcrcd al bell to bc ruixg about
suiil%ndu iii sunmî'r, and at ciglit o clock in tie eveiiisg iiu
wvîîacr, at which timie tire and liglits wcrc te bu put ouît,
and Ulic people to rcixiaiii %itlîin cloors, aiix penalties wcrc
iiiiposed upon thosc who iglcîed or rcfxîscd to coiply %vith
flic Ian'. Thiis %vas called the -,cxirfew," al %orui dcrivcd fioni
file Frenchx corivre-feu-cover-fic-iiiid so the apprlpriatcnxss
of the mame le reaiidly scen. 'l'lie 01(1 king lias beun gcncrally
charged wvitli inetituiig titis cxistoiii iii order tu iniprebs uipoi
hisetailljets a seie of thtir abject conîdition ; but, as tiie
cg curfuv bell Ilwis runig lin Franice long beforc Williaîi's
tinic, as a isaieguakrd uigitlust fires, it is not imnprobablc finit lie
brought tlic cuistom %vitli liiiix ixîto Eiiglîui.d from <lic coiltixi-
out, nda flint lie lias been slaxîdered ais (o lus miotive's. At
aiîy rate, lie lias ,inis cixotgli fio aîîswer for ixitiout tliis. In

ii.' sixîcexili ccîimury. c- belli.mn" I wcre ndded (o (lic night-
Nvateli in London. 'ley vieýiit througli flic strets ringiiig
ilier bele muid cryiag, 'Tkccare of fmrc axîd ciidlc; be kiîîd
(o flic uxoor aiid j)iy for tue (tend" Il was thc bell-iraii*e
dut>' also to biess <lic Jîlceiers as lic passcd thuir doors. lui
14 Il Pemscrosol' Miltonx refuis tu tiîis cîistomi

IlTho tielinan's drotxvsy elix
To ilcss flio durd Irom iiiglitiy hatriii."

Pets have olten rcfetrc.l to thc "Ictrfen'," or cever-fire,
bell. Gray begins lus bcaxitifuil " Elcgy" Il ith

"The ouirfcw tells tho lxneli of parting diy."

Longfellow, ton, lias a prettv little pocin telling flic story of
this bell witli chariiig siniplicity

ISolernnly, mourafully,
Dailintr its dole,

The eurfew bell
Is ticgiriig te tell.

Cover flic ember-,

Voit ceiies ix, tlie xaxirninxg,
And rezt %vixii the sistt.

Darc groxi fic wiiidr.'
Alla uueixclexi is ilie rire;

Soniid In.des it si,.-cez,
Ail f4othtioîs retire.

No vocc ia flic clxnbers,
N~o eqiiid ici (he liait

Slceî' ixaii oblivion
Iteign ovtr aIl."

t'King William died, and thic original obligatinns'o thc
curféw wcrc at Inet rcîioved about fice tinie cf Ih.nry I., in
1 loi,; lbut tlic custoni of rlnging an evcniug bull le stili L ept
u iii Er.gland, uvith variations as te, the hicur. «&uTie aine
o'clock be.ll,"-f.imiliar to most New Eiigiand people-
'xvlich îends e 60many young people home and (o bcd, andi
wliinu tlîc carly liistory of our country was almo8t ai:
rdgidly obeyed by al, both old and youing, as the old ýcUir-
fcw," traice.rits origiii dircctly Io tliecover firc-bell. lu Long.
fclloiv's ",Evanguline" tluei customn le wcll described:

IlAnna tho hoit frnm the belfry
Itacî eut ilue heur of 'inr'--ilic vil'age crlw-ud riacy
Rose lAc guesils and d.'parted, and silence reigned in thý beiuselîold."

But nout tlîe customs have cliaagcd; andI (ligi tile bell
6tili rings out on tlie evcning air, in country village, and cit3y
strect, iL lias tost its power, rave ns a tcil-tale cf passing
time. Let fle old belîs ring on:- wù love tlîcir sounid, or, in
Vise words of Moore-

" Thnxo oecninmr belîxi 1if hoe evening hclu!
1mw% mn i. aIae Ilicir misie xcii,.
0f yexmth sad huime Rnd tlxntxx;ctiie
Wfliea last 1l card their soutiig chrnicl"

*-Smxz lurnxem.

A poor yonng ma rexaar<s that theoenly advice lie gete
rom cmpitaliixts le tg ie live witlîin lis inçome," whereas the
difliculty luc experieneces ie (o livo witxout au incorne.

"DONIT TELL MOTHER.-
av Mils. il. W. asEEtisa.

Net long sinc' wo passedl two little girls, perhiipB cight
or ninc years old. <Thcrc arms wvcre tbxiout around *aeh
cher in simpiilc, ioving, xîîîîîlectcd miner tîtat qîtite en-
cliuited us. But tluc tirst wvordx we licard tlucm xnter dis-
îiclled flic cliarin and lefu. a vcry paixiftil inmpression.

ci l'il tell 3'cu soiitliiig tîtat 1 amn goîiig to do, May, if
you xviil proise flot to teli miher a wor<l about iL."1

If at tfinit cîîrly a.,c boys or girls begin te hîavc secrets
frein <lucir puarcents, cepecially frein tîtu snotlicr, it dnes nlot
rcqxîire a prolîts skill to form n atolcrably correct juidgemciit
cf iwliat tl.e clianîcter iwjll b.', aîîd tlie restIlts spiuîgiiig frcun
slicli tenduncies whlen blucy arrive a. auture age. A clispo-
eation tc deceive is badl cxoxîgl, but wlîex a child arranges te
coiiceal lier actions froin licr mother Ltme ox:tlook is sad indeed.

Wliatcvcr inxy bu tauiglit or bclicvccl abolit suaturifi
tlepravily it 'ouild Uc very diflienît te imagixne tinat a littiei
ehild natxirally iniclinies te contentl itts actionst from (tie
nîcîler, wiio for <lic fcuu' carlies. years at lcast muet, almost
cf neccssity, Uc witlh it more than any otîter one. In such
cases it is impossible net te, fel (liai tie parents must lie
belli, iii part, accounitxîbe. Over-strietnesa la got'erning
clildrexi tcon ofîca lîrovesa temîutation te decziveaxid concal.
Wlicu a cluild firet understands thit i l under surveillance
and ail] its acîs criticiscd oir censtired if bccoiiics uuiccmafort-
ablc, and soon fecîs frigiitencd, aiid- sccks te escape frem the
tbraldonu by llrcvarication or deccit. To dcny, co'iceal, lu-
vecnt or give an excuse that te a youthful mimd appears
plaxîsible, if ncf unianèiverable, oens; iin tîmir cluildisli judg-
muent tic readiest way of escapu brom bîam or punisiimcnt.
Lut any one enter on tliat wxiy and concealmc'nt, deuvit and
eXCUSuS buCcome eas9y. It Witt 11ot be long bul'orc (lusi course
vuill Uc talien net mcrcly tu avoid punislîmîent or rcproef but
te si-curc somu pleasure known. to havc beeun forbidden.

Yoaiig parents oftsn enter ujîca their neut dixties witli
very bigti ideas. Tlîcy bavc theories which, if strictly fol-
iowcd out, wili place tixcir noupareil far above aIl ettier
babies axît bring lu. into nîaturity a briglît and slîining light,
only alitdc lowvert(hum (lie angelIs. And in ifs raroe veop-
me'nt it i.s cxpected fluit tîxe parents' tiîeery wili be glorificd.
IL le vain for parente wlîo have had several experiences and
many ncuv tlîcories (o (ry Ie coxîvixîce flie young matrone

liai. tiiere never n'as a mode ef traininug ciiildreu tint would
Uc suitable for ail dispositions, or (uaL fuliy rralizcd (ho
briglit uxpectatins with which they first trxed te briug (teom
lute daily practice.

Seme begin witli the idea that implicit, uaquestiening,
insfantaneout; obedience rnusi.bo insxstud on, and axny besita-
ujon or deviation must. Uc met at onîce by severe punishment
Children broxuglît tmp under sucu a systm arc (lie once snost
likely te decuive maid conceal. Those pa ente wbo are thor-
cimglily gond antb net in tlue xnost cpnscicutious manner, in
(lucir licarts belmeving (lint (lueir theery, tlîeugb for (ho
lîresent nnt joyexîs bUxî grevious," P in tuh(U end work eut
tlhc possible fruits of rigliteouis;ness, are tlue enes who in
riper years, tauglit by (liai. rexîglu schoolmaster, experience,
grcatly mndify if net csîtircly change thîeir mode of bringing
iltmp(leir cuildren. Indeed, fanding that strict discipline and
rigorous ove, sigbt have net entirely perfectcdl (liir first
ebjîdren (bey arc ix virent danger of swiaging clear over te
flic opposite side, and do the huit children as mnucti or more
bmarna, by beir'g tee lenicat and indulgenitt as (heir fîrst
reccivcd by cedîcess sot'erity.

Wliatevcr mode ef training chiidreu may bc aeopted,
(bat is bet whîich le se xnodxfied as te teach al], parfi.:ularly
tlie girls, thatt(lu mother is (lue sagest and wisest cenfiduinto.
Chiidren ivili make mistakes,, but ne great iîarm will fellow
if thiny bave ne secrets from (lîcir niother; and tlscy wili net
Uc tempted te bide a blunder if (bey knout sUe will net re-
buke sîîarply but witlî ioving kinduss. A girl will net do
an (luing very wreng wlio bas ne secrets faemn ber mother.
Et'ery girl stands on slippery, unsafe ground tlue moment
sUe (lîluks or saye a Don't tell nother." The fewer secrets
girls or beys have tlie safer they are. If (bore uhouîd bo at
fcw which may sem important and unaveidabie lot (ho
chiid test (ho real necessity o! eueuixnbering herseîf 'with
them by tah-ing (ho muother lu partuerhip. No compaion-


