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Auguat 18. Doutort.uonàY VI s 3-15.
The very low standard of spirituality

apparently attained by the Hebrews of
the exodus is nowhere more cleariy idi-
cated than in this passage, which, at the
saine time, marks the highest point of
their reiigious deveiopment. The Shema,
" Hear, 0 Israel : the Lord our God is
one Lord," like the Moslin deciaration
of God's Unity, "Say. God is one God; the
eternai God," represents the revoit from
poiytbeisticidoiatry, the productof ancient
ignorance and superstition, and tmust
undoubtedly be attributed to the influence
of Egyptian and Chaidean philosophy,
which iri ;ecognition of the God One,
reflected the secret and sacred teaching
of ail ages. The merely public present-
ation of the Trinity in Osiris, Isis and
Horus, lacked the profounider aspects of
thought w'hich the. common people were
just able to appreciate in the conception
of one oniy Ruier, and the idea of the
Trinity iii any form does not appeai to
the average Semite. The reasons urged
by Moses for the wvorship of Jehovah are
materiai to the last degree, and almost
cynical in their knowvledge of human
nature. "That tby days may be pro-
ionged . .that it niay be wveli wvith
thee .. that ye znay increase migbt-
ily; " that they might have great and
goodiy cihies that they didn't buiid, and
vineyards that they didn't plant, and
bouses full of good things that didn't
beiong to them. A freebooter's expe-
dition in the present day under the most
pîous auspices, wouid be differently
judged ; an appeal to the Israelites to
worship God for the sake of increasing
spirituality, for a growving consciousness
of the Divine life, for a knowiedge of
tri-th aîîd justice, wvould have met with
no success.

Angust 25. Joshua lit 1 5-17.
Whetber Joshua, wh'o had been one of

the twelve spies, had become acquainted
wîth the possibility of damming up the
Jordan as Col. Watson relates in the
statement of the Palestine Exploration
Fund, quoted eisewvbere, and used his
knowlEdge and engineering skili to en-
courage and inspire his followers, is by
no means settled in the negative by the
Bible account. The peopý.e were kept a

thousand yards distant from, the priests,
and could not very wvell judge Nvhether
the water stopped instantaneously %vhen
the priests' soles touched it, and the.
wvater 'vas not gathered in a heap, as is
usuaiiy understood, immediately beside
the passage, but verse 16, "a great way
off, at Adam" quite possibly by a dam
such as Col. Watson describes. Esoteri-
caily, the crossing of Jordan, as of the
Red Sea, symbolises the entrance into
other planes of cowsciousness ; the ark,
the receptacle of the sacred things, is of
niuch ,iignificance.

Septeniber 1.* Joshus -vi: 8.20.

jericho is said to be a naine of the
moon, and the city s0 called wvas sacred
to tbe moon, the ruler of the astral plane.
The syrnbolisrn of the septenary opera-
tions carried on around the city: the
seven priests, their seven trumpets, the
seven journeys round the walls, and the
seven times seven on the seventh day,
ail refer to various cyclic periods anîd
processes in and by w'hich the grosser
veils of the inner planes are tori down.
The preservation of the barlot Rahab,
wvbo became the mother of l3oaz and
therefore ancestor, iwystically, of the
Christ should be noted.

Septeniber S. Joshua xlv: 5.14.
Hebron %vas formerly Kirjatb Arba,

the City of Arba, the city of the strength
of Baal. Baal wvas Lord of the Sun, or
Sp itual Fire in the ancient systems, so
that the inheritance of Caleb on the fui-
filment of the twvelve times seven years
rnay wveil be studied. Caleb, the bold
and imipetuous, on bis flrst survey of the
]and of the Anakimn had been undeterred
by any fears, and he now enters upon the
fruition of bis lite-long aspiration.

September 15. Joshua XX: 1-9.

The customn of the vendetta ivas pre-
served ainong the lsiraelites probably
because it wvas impossible to extinguisb
it atmong the fierce and passionate na-
tures which tbe sojourn in the desert
must bave developed. Such mnodifica-
tions as wvere possible Moses adopted,
and the cities of refuge served the pur-
pose of curtaiiing to some extent the
savage thirst for biood whicbi even civil-
ized comniunities considerto be necessary
for the expiation of crime. The distinction


