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looked npon this ring, I have rememberul
that it was given with the last words and dy-
fug coungels of an oxcelient mother, to my
wife, who placed it there; nnder tho blessing
of Almighty God, it has proved, thus fur, the
tife boat of & drowning man,

Tho yoar svon passwd away, and on the
vcry day twelvemonth on which I had puat
tho ting upon my husband's finger, farmer
Johneon bironght over the Temprranco book,
Yo all sat down to the leatable together,—~
Afer supptr was over little Ttobert climbed
and kissod Wis father, aud turning to farmer
Johnson, * Father,” aaid he, has not emelt
3iko old Irnne, the drnken filddlery onco since
wo rode home in your yellow waggon.” ‘The
former opened the hook: hushaod rigned ths
pledgo of tha society, and with tears in his
oyed, gavo mo back—=ten thonsand times
moro precious than ever—uy NOTHER'S GOLD
RIXG.

MY MOTHER'S HAND™

#When I wan a littlo child, my mother uscd to
mako m3 knee! down hexide her, ond place her
hxtid upon my head whila she tanght meto pray.
£he dled when | was very young, hut xtill, when
going W do wrong, T seetned to feel ber soft hanl
upon my hesds  Whea | grow to be a man, the
thought of shat same Aand still kept mo eafe.”—~
AXOF.

IWhy gate yo on my hoary halra,
i’o Shlld{on yom{g un? ayl

Tour locks, henesth the blast of cares,
Will bleach aa white as they,

I had a mother once, like yos,
Who o'cr my ptilow lmnﬁ:

Kiraed from my cheok tho briny dow,
And taaght ny faltering tongue.

Hhe, when the nightly couch was spread,
\%onld bow my Infant knoo}
- And place ber band u}wn my bead,

And knceling pray for me.

Dt then there cama o fearful dsy,
{ sought my roother's bed;

Till harsh hiaads tore o thence away,
And told mo she was dead.

That eve 1 knelt mo down o woe,
And ssld a lonely prayoer;

Yst still my temples scemed to glow,
As if tbal band were thore.

Years God and toft me childhood's Joy,
Gay sports and pastimes dear;

I rose s wild and wayward boy,
Who scorncd sbe cusb of fear,

Flerco pacsionn shook mo like a reod,
Yet ero at nigug 1 .lq“[;

That soft haud mado Yy bosom bleod,
Aud down { fell, and wept.

That halldwed touch was no'er forgof,
And now, though Time Lath sct

His fron{clul upon my log,

, These temples feol §t 5ot

And I o'er in hearen appear,
A mother's boly prayer,
A mothes's hand and {xenuo tear,
That pointed to a Saviour, desr,
Hath led the wanderer there—AN0N

ON READING.

1a reading books, somo young people are like

- the butterfifes. They are fooking out for atories,

d, £ they turn the leaves, thoy akip tho pas-
sages which contala nothing wonderful or amuse
ing, aud, after half an bour or so, they throw
away tho book, &ad hurry out to play. But =
diligent .acholar goca straight on, gnlberln§
kuowledge and wisdom—tho honey of tho min
~—fromt every page, and storing it op fur the days
to coms. Andasthe Bibleisa likea garden in
the midst of eommon fields, as it coatains sweet
and fragrant flowers which are to be found no-
whore else, he loves to go thero and treasure in
bis memory fts faithful ssyinge

THE ASS,

Of all tho animals thal came ont of the
atk, the donkey is tho lcast coneidercd by
tha master whem ho serves £o patiently and
ro well,  The poor licast gcema to have
sharcd the curso with Ham, and tohave been
banned from tho beglaning. Wo may, with-
out incarting the chargo of frreverence,
imaging that Noal had a great deal of
troullo with him ; that he was the last to
Lo got into the ark, and tho last to Lo got
out of it ; that whilo 8hicm ascended to the
taok of tho sintoly clephant; and Japhot
tnounted the graceful liorse, Ifam bertrodo
the humble aes, and man and Least wont
forth into tho wildcrners together, to Lo
alighted snd dezplscd. Buffon and Cuvier
both thought that the donkey was despised
onl{ bocause he cuts a sorry figure Ly com-
parisun with tho horse, nnd that If the latter
wero unknawn the doukey would have had

roal caro Javished npon him, and thus have

ncreased in sizo and doveloped his mental
owers to an oxtent almost impossiblo to
magino, Adopting this theory, wo must
regatd tho donkey ns tho victim of an insi-
diousand odious comparison, But with all
respect for Buflon and Cuvler, § am inclined
to think that thero aro other causes for the
contempt which nitaches to this animal, At
tho very outsot of hiscarecr holaboured under
the great diradvantage of not being ¢ good
looklng,” Waoall know how a dofectof this
kind affec’~ oven tho destiny of man,—
Jflunchback  ud cripples, and misshapen
porsons 810 a~._ A8 a tile, tho special pets of
socioty, but rather the contrary. Natural
disposition, {00, irn most important clement
in tho acconnt, Iy nature the donkey is
humble and patlent, susccotiblo of strong
attachments, and contented >ith tho small.
cst of mercies; and for this s~nson he is
“put upon.” Ytis thosame with the human
animal, Whon aman Is paticnt, and humble,
and contented with little, hio s almost in.
veriably tho butt and the drudge of others,
Every onc is acquainted with somo big-
headed, ungainly, mcek, casy-tempered
human donkey who runs crrands, Jends
monocy, amusca children, hangs p{ctnrcl,
sccs old malds home, sleops on tho shako
down, gocs outside tho omnibus in tho rain
toobl’lgoulndy,nnd generally docs cvery
thing dic is asked to do by his sharper and
morc aclfish neighbours. This §s pure good
nature, but clever people who profit Ly it
call it, in tho fulpcss of their gratitude,
stupldity, Tho meck and mild character
nlwnzn invites contumoly and {1l usage. If
tho horse commands more respect than the
donkey, it fs not Lecauss his chamcter is
more awmiable, but Lecausche {nspiresnore
fenr, Thus tho world will always have a
higher opinion of tho ruthless warrlor who
conquers with sword and flame, than of $he
mild apostlo of peaco, who gocsabout quict-
1y and unobtrusively secking to do good.—
But tho donkcy has a physical defect—an
defect which is never forg:l\-cn {n either man
or beast., Mo islittle. T'o Lo meok of mind
aud shor of staturo is o terrible combina-
tion of misfortuncs.—4!! the Year Round.

THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAOC.

« But if I hiave dono thege brave men one
{ota of injustice, let me at once recaut.
qualified their aspect as of a too-late-to-bed
and too-carly-to-riso kind.  ‘U’hat look-—~so
far ns the privates, at least, are concerned—
is not tho resalt of intemperanco.  Tho army
of the Potumac js compulsurily, tho soberest
in tho worll Cromwell's Ironsides drank
tliojir Nottingbam and Burton ales, and oc-
casionally took their sip of distilled waters;

lbut tho Ironsides of the American civil tvar

aro debarred from theso enjoymente, It hag
beon (ound wholly jncompatible with the
malnlcnance of commonly decent disclpline to
rcrrn‘lt tho men to drink any kind of fermented
iquora  To as much tea and coffeo aa they
can swallow they are welcome; but lhq are
swml? forbidden the uso not only of spirita,
but of tha comparatively innocuous cider and
lager beer.  For wina they have never, at
any timo, carcl.  Theic sonl thirsts for
whisky; but whisky, Inckily for themasolves in
patticalar, and the army in geoeral, th
cannot obtain. That thoillicit conveysnce of
spirits into the camp to somo extent provalle,
need ecarcaly be sald. Tho eoldicrs do now
and sgain contrive to procurs, at cxorbitant
ratea, somo flczy poison miscalled Bosrbon,
Old Itye or Monongulicla; bat tho contra.
band spirit trade Is rigidly looked after by
the anthorities, and caros of smuggling, when
discovered, ns rigorously punished,” Auny
sutler detected in selling whisky to soldiers
hins hia stock-in-irnde confiscated, is compellad
to *clear ont,” and may consider himaell fors
tunata if ho escape bemF [’mckcd off to Wash-
ington, and jncarcerated in the old Oapitol
‘The strictest of Internnl custom-houses i3
ostablished 8t DBrandy Station—whose very
namo soems chozea fn grim mockery of the
forbidden luxury—and all boxes and packs
ages containing noccssaries or comforts for
soldicrs aro scrupulomsly oxamined before
they can be forwarded to tho owners. Of
courso the soldiers grumblo at this, snd seizo
the opportanity of overy mail to Hood the
colomas of the Washinglon newsgnycu with
complaints. ¢ Itisn't our whisky being seized
thot riles us,’ wrote onv suflerer from
spirit taboo, ¢ but, it's the socing ol it slagger
ingaboul afterwardswith shoulder strapson.
That's what minkes us mad, And that is
where, indoed, tho shoo pinclies. ‘I'lio ofScers
scom to bo able to procuro as much wino, &3
much brandy, nod a3 much whisky as” over
thoy chooss, Thoy may have tomuggl:o it,
but thoy do manago to emugglo it somchow.
Them are teotolal officers, no donbt, sad
thery aro huudreds of tomperato oncs; but
thero wre, on tho otber haad, uumbers of
wonrers of shoulder straps who aro neither
tcototsl mor temperuto, and theso aro the
topers who ‘riia’ tho soldiers  As to sllow-
ing the latter evon to purclaso the very wild
form of swipes kuown as lager boor, X was
informed tant it was sfmﬁy impogsible. 8o
long ns tho demoo of Jriok could be kept
from tho moo, the army was sll right; bat
onco sllow them so mucheas a deam ofliquor,
and violence, anarchy, rapine, eonfusion

ruin must bo tho resalt"—Geo. 4. Sala, Sp,
Cor. to Duily Telegraph.

MEMORY ACQUIRED BY PRACTIOE.

Tho history of tho cclebrated conjuoror,
Rob;:rt }{gndon. fumisfbcsn rcmuh}::d ax-
ample of tho power of memo u vy

m!;tice. Ho pa(.')ld bisbrother, rv{b‘ilfsgct bm
nvented o gamo which they played in
wiso: they woald pass ashow window, and
look in it as they passed, without stopping,
and then at tho next comer compara notes
and ace who could recollect the greater num-

1| ber of things in tho window, includin& their
tested

rolativo positions.  Ilaviog 0 ac-
caracy of their obzervations, by returolog
to the window, they would go and repeat tho
oxperiment clsewhero. By this mesos they
acquired incrediblo powers of observation
agd memory, 8o that ofter runniog-by a shop
wigdow puce, and glanciog at it as dmrva
sed, they would cgumerate overy articlp dis.
piased inif.



