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penalties for infraction of the new coda~
of laws, while the king. broke tho Chris-
tiar Sabbath and went scatbeless.

PIPRST VOYAGE TO AMBRICA.

IN! the year 999, the gallant Captain By-
ron, who had made hiraself famous on
the shores of the Baltic, was ordered te
quit his native Iceland forever, on the
charge that he was stiti a followar of the
Lady Thurid, the love of his oarly life,
and tînt he had spoken with her, ahe
nothing loth to listen, at the fair of
Breidwik, in July of that year. He
sailed from the island ini the year follow-
ing, A.D. 1000; and his voyage, intend-
ed to, be for Greenland, only two hundred
miles distant, but which reached to Mas-
sachusetts, is an event in the dim old time
neyer to be omitted again in any faithful
and fuit history of American discovery,
if the authenticity of the Icelandic Sagas
be accepted as beyond doubt; of whicbh,
presetntly.

Before following the voyagera to the
shores of the Great Western land, since,
called Arnerica, let the Republic of Ice-
land risc before us in the year 1000.
The Parliament, called. Âlthing (to think
and speak> was in session in Thingvalla,
a place thirty-six miles inland from the
seaport capital, Reykyathik. A-fler tra-
velling half that distance through uneven
pasture land, the modern visiter refreshea
at the gushing spring a few heurs, while
the diminutive herses, bis pony cavalcade,
are met free to graze. Then lie reloada
them, mounts inte thc saddle and asccnds
a rugged ravine for some miles, and
going out ever an open plain sces nothing
arouud but desolation; nothing in the
distance but purpie tiuted mountain tops.
The desolate relies of lava stretch away
like a great stony sea; and innumerftble
boulders encuruber thc track. But sud-
denly, on - -'loping ahead. of the reat,
thc more imtnpatient traveller is arrested
by a chasni; bcyond which lies a valley
ten miles wide, sanlighted and intensely
green, beginning on thce ege of the
chasm at a level one hundred feet lower
tIse thc upper level of lava. There, on
tIc brink the stranger stands, surprised
by the suddcnness of the scene charmed
bj its loveliness. That is T'hingvalla.
The platferm of rock deep below, and

those stupendous walls overshadowing
it, reared te position by earthquakes in

agea long gone by, are the floor and walis
of theAlthingp the îcelandic Parliament.
If it be an evening ini July, aine o'clock
or thereabout, the sky is stili a burnished
dome lighted by a brilliant golden eu.

In times far, far, reinote that lower
plain waa a red lot, hisaing, moiten
maiss, thrown eut by far distant burning
mountains, and after retaining its fearful
boat for many years, it cooled, contracted
and sunk down to ita present level, a.nd
cracked into twenty thousand pieces.
Near the bottomn of the great preci*pice,
an irregular oval area, of about two, band-
red feet by fifty, wua left almost mur-
rouuded by a crevice, so, deep and broad
as to be uttorly impasable. At one ex-
tremity alone a scanty causeway conneet-
cd it with the adj oining level and ailowed
accuss te its interior. At one point the
circling chasm becomes 8o, iarrow es5 to,
b. within thc possibility of a mnan's Ieap;
and an ancient member of Parliament,
Mfr. Flesi, pursued by an enra;ed, oppo-
tient, did actalIyJe" it at a fl; but as
leaping an inchishort would'hav entailed
certain drowning in the briglit green,
deep, deep, waters that sloep forty feet.
below, it may be conceived thore waa
nover much danger of that spot beng
made a thorouglifar.

This place) by nature almost a fortrees,
was seleeted for the sittingu of the legisla-
tare by the foundera of the. Icelandie con-
stitution ; a free people, nearly &il noble,
illustrious in lineaget and addieted te
peaceful pursuita and intellectual studies,
wbo, came from Norway in 864, and a
f ew yeans aC ter, te escae the thraldom
imp osed on thcm by Haro1d Fairbair,
firat sole King and feudal Lord Para-
motint. Tô thi day may besmon at the
upper end of lb. oval rock, tie thre
hnunmocks of etone and earthwork on
which sat in state the chiefs and judgea
of the land. But tiose grand old tisses
bave passed away. The Republic lsstod
ncarly four hubdred years, a period of
intellectual vigor unparalleled eswhere
in Eroei those centuries; for to, Tee-
land aperans tIe glory of constructing
a literature in the native vernacular,
treating of almost every tepic whiel
could engage philosophie thought <of'
which ontlines are seen eleewîere in
these preliminary chapters). But the
day of doom came on. la 1251, the
island became an appepdage to, the Nor-
wegian crow-n. Yet, even thon, the deed
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