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Suer. 19,

Specimens from a School Girl,

7o the Elilesof Tin Casaps Fainwan:

ST send you three beautiful specimens of in-
wectt T hope they will prove interesting to you, and
irso, I would like focee them re-produced in pictares
in your paper.az I have often «cen before. The epider
1 found on aume searlet beans; the moth in my bied-
room; and the curious iy on a girls hat,

I remain, Sir,
Yours re-pectfully,
A SCHHOOL GIRL.

Mimico, September,

Note oy Lov. C. I~ We were much pleased at re-
ceiving the shove note, which was neatly and dearly
. vitien, from some fair young zorregpondent. We
traet that Ler example will be followed Ly others
amengst our youthful readers who desire to know
something about the many beautiful and curious
thiags in natwie. The study of Natural Iistory in
any of its phases, nomatter whetier the astention is
turned o ferns or flowers, insects, fiskes. or birds, i3,
we feel satisfied, one of the best means for the im-
proscment of the mental faculties of the young;
while at the same time it rendera all the common ob-
Jectsin the world around us rourves of pure and
unalloyed intereet and delight.  In the words of
Kingsley, in his *Glaueus,”—“I bhave seen the
young London heauty, amid all the excitement and
temptation of luxury and flattery, with her heart
pure and her mind occupied in a boudoir full of
shells and fossils, flowers and sea-weeds, and keeping
herself unspotted from the world by considering the
lilies of the field, how they grow.””

The spider sent us 33 a very beautiful black and
golden-yellow speeimen of these usually ratber re-
pulsive creatures.  Ita Latin name we do not know,
as we have not made a special study of these unseful
anlmals. We do uot cuppose, hnwever, that onr cor-
respondent hias auy povticular anxiety to be enlight-
ened on that paint.  The moth is called the Crimson
Underwing (Caloca s coneumbens, Walk.).  When its
wings are closed, it presents the appearance of o flat
mottled-gray triangle, very hke the bark of the trees
on which it reposes during the daytime; but peep at
its inderwings, and then you wilt seo what a thing
of beauty it is—they are of a rich crimson colour,
with a broad black band acrozs the middle, and a
black border fringed with white. There are about
twenty different kinds of theae moths in Canada, some
with the underwings of various shades of red, some
of yellow, some white, all having one or more bands
of black, while others, again, bave these wings en-
tirely black above, but with the usual bands beneath.
The fly i3 onc of those commonly called “May Flies,”
(Ephemera); they have light, gauzy wings and slender
bodics, with long antennwm in front, and {wo exces-
gively long tails behind. In tkeir first stages they live
in the water, some say for as long as three years, but
when they obtain their wings, they live but for a
single night, coming out at sunset, and dying the
next morning; a few stray specimens, however, live
cometimes for ten days or a fortnight. Farly on a
bright summer morning we have occasionally seen
tens of thousands of them dancing merrily in the sun-
shine over the shore aud shallow margin of the lake;
up-and-down, up-and-down tbey go, cnjoying their
short existence to the utmost. We must defer any
ilustration of these interesting creatares for another
occasion.

F3r~ The coffee trees in Madras and that part of
the East Indies are greatly troubled with the coffee
horer, an inscct similar to the borers we havo had
in the acacias

The Horned Corydalis, or Shad-fly.

Is our issue of Aug. 1, we mentioned the receipt of
a communication from Mr. Walter Tait, of Beverley,
aceompanied by a gpecimen of the femalo of this
inweet.  (We regret that by a typographical error the
name was mis-speit «“Chad Fly,” instead of «Shad
Fiy."y He writes as follows: “Enclosed T gend for
sour inspection, an insect, which from its peculiarly
ferocions appearance, has excited the curiosity of
every one who has seen it.  Never having met with
an inect of the same kind during a ten years® resi-
dence in Canada. ner found among old sctiers one
who had seen sueh & spocimen, I thought that per-
Liaps it mizht be a native of eome tropical conntry,
which.in concequence of the unusually b’ weather)
we have had, may liave migrated to our usually more
temperate region.'”  The terrible hot wva(lwr(.)l'.'luly
wag certainly {ropical cnough to warrant us in ex-
pecting the advent of any monsters dire from the
regiona of the cquator; the specimen Lefore us,
Lowever, of which we give an illuséeation, i3 not o

tous aspect, but i3 a veritable native of Canada.
We have taken them from time to time ourselves,and
have occasionally had them brought in to us by
astunished captors, who not unnaturally deemed that
they were prodigiously valiant in venturing to touch
such a horribly ferocious-looking animal.  Its looks
belie it, however; fr, thongh so big and formidable
in appearance, it is onc of the most barmless insecels
that we have. It belongs to the erder Neurcplera,
which includes also Dragon-flics and other net-
winged insects—and is czlled the Corydalis Cornulus.
Its larva is @ broad flat worm with six legs, and a
row of long spiny filaments on cach sido of its body,
living in the water and preying upon varionsaquatic
insccts. When about to assumie tke pupa state, it
crawls out of the water and hides itself under some
log or stone on the river-side, whero it is often found

by fishermen, who make use of it as bait. and call it
by the expressive name of ¢ crawler.” It takes
about three weeks to arrive at ita perfect state, and
then it comes out with huge wings to fly about at
night, and provide for the due arrival of a new gene-
ration. The jaws of the female that we have figured
are by no means small, but they are nothing when
coupared with those of the male, which, to use an
cxpressive phrase, aro “a regular caution,” being
about an inch long, curved, and crossing each other

in the middlo like n pair of scissorst

An Emperor Moth's Cocoon.

WE have received from B, who write? from Kin-
cardine, Co. of Bruce, a tin box, enclosing a carcfully
packcd specimen of an Emperor Moths cocoon. [t
was found, he states, “firmly fastencd to {he brandch
of an apple tree, and 8o securely did it adhere with
its parcbment-like covering that it required conxider-
able cffort to detach it;" as he had never scen any-
thing like it before, ho remids it {o us for ident il
cation.

This pod-like cocoon, formed of strong tilken
fibres so firmly sgglutinated together as alimost {o
resemble parchment in texture, is the last slage but
one in the life of onc of our largest and handsomest
insects—the Cecropia Emperor Moth. The cater-
pillar, which is batched from s round, flattencd,
brown and white egg, is, when fully grown, a huge,
fat, humped worn, three or four inclies loag, and
thicker than a man’s thumb; it is of a beautiful green
cdlour, adorned with singular Llue, yellow, and
coral-red warts on the back. It feeds cu the leaves
of apple, plum, cherry, and numerous otlier trees, to
a twig of which it attaches its cocoon wken done
feeding, and there it remains, exposed to the frost
and snow, and bitterest blasts of winter, unaffecfed
by them all, ready {o come out a beautiful winged
moth when genial June comes round again. This
moth i3 the largest inscet wo have in Canada, its
wings expanding to & breadth of six or seven ino'ws,
We shall not describe it particularly now, a3 we
purpose giving an illustration of it Le.ure long.

Lonltry agard.

Fancy Pigeons.

To the Editor of Tur Cavaps l.rnMEn:
Sir~—Perbapsafewmore observationson the Pigeon
tribe may not bo unacceptable to youryeaders. I
am afraid I cannot offer anything new, or that may
not b foundin Tegetmeier's, Eaton’s, orvther modern
works on the subject; but I have found few, even ot
those who call themselves fanciors, in Canada, know
anything, or comparatively anything, aboat it.

As a rule, the epecimens of pigeons exhibited and
kept in Canada are very inferior. 1hope 1 nay not,
*“catch it for this sweeping condemnation, but it is
truth, and the sooner told the better; and my acvico
to thuse who are inclined to keep pigeons is to clear
their lofts of all their rubbish, and invest in 2 few
pairs of the correct specimens, by importation from
England. Perbaps it would be as well to give an
illustration of my meaning by reference to a few
kinds. I will begin with Carriers. Well, with the
exception of my own, I do not think 1 have scen o
Carrier since I left England. Ihave secn one or two
Iorsemans, and very indifferent Dragons. Unsophis-
ticated persons are very apt to call all these birds
Carriers, but a true genxine English Carrier is «
faney bird, very hard to obtain; and to keep themup
to the standard is still harder. Great circumspectin
is required in the selection of breeding stock and
matching; and the worst is that neitier this nor any
zood slock can be had without paying very bigh
prices, not justified at present by the demand for
them. But then it is useless baving inferior stock;
so that it is simply do without, or pay the price; and
1t will then take from threo to five, and ontonineyears,
togetupsuch studsas Ihave scen at Hayne's Potter’s.
&c. Thereis one good thing about them,—they are, as
a rule, good nurses, and tako care of their young;
and my experience of Canada is that it svits them.
Tho atmosphere takes libertics with their phumage,
especially the * dun;? and due allowance must he
made for this at exbibitions. Indeed 1 kuow of no
bird barder to judge in closc competition. For the
points of these hirds I must refer you to Tegetmeior's
Pigeon Book; it wounld take up too much time and
space to enter into them here.



