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TI‘IE following Resolutions of Council indicate beyond
a peradventure the status of THE REVIEW as the
exponent of the Canadian Mineral Industries :—

The Gold Miners' Atsoclation of Nova Scotia.

A the annual meeting of the Gold Miners® Association of Nov
S held a: Halifax on'6th Mar.h, x&f?, TE CANADIAN .\llms‘:‘o
Review was adopied the official onzan of this Association.
igned), B. C. Witsox, President,
« J. PARTINGTON, Secretary.

The Mining Society of Nova Scotia.

“ Moved by Mr. R. G. Leckie, seconded Ly Mz. C. A. Dimock,
That the thanks of the Socicty Le tendered m):\lr. B.OTVAL Bell rz;
hickird offer placing the columns of "Fste REVIEW at the dieposat of
the Soviety ; and that Tue CANADIAN MINING REAVIEW is tereby
appointed the official organ of the Society

(Signed),

. Poovk, President,
H. M., WyLoe, Secretary,

The Asbestos Club, (Quebec.)

a That Tug Cav,
authority of the Members &
organ of the Asbeston Club,
(Signed),

“Revohed ¢

AN MiINInG Roview s, by
d Cov-cil, hereby appointed the official

D. A, Brows, President,
A Evans, Secretary.

The General Mining Association of the Province of Quebec.

Ata meeting of Council held at Montreal on Friday, 6th Ma
1591, it was moved by Captain Adume, <econded by .\lr. R T
Hupper, and eesabied ™ “Thar T Cananiay Minise Reasen be
the official organ of the Awociation.
(Nigned),

Groker: IRONE, President,
B. T, AL Bew, Seuretary.”

The Protection of Forests against Fire,

This subject is of no light importance to the
mining interests of the counmtry, whether the
forest be looked upon as a storchouse of fuel for
operating mining machinery, or for metallurgical
use, or for timber for protecting excavations,
and for mining structures and dwellings. The
use of timber for all of these purposes in active
mining operations is enormous, and especially
so in the manufacture of charcoal. The de-
struction of the forest through recklessness has
been so great in many localities as to render it
impossible to entertain the project of smelting
valuable ores found therc, and along with this
the cost of engine fuel, mining timber and l'm-
ber is so largely increased by the expensive haul
over a rough and difficult country, that many
ore properties, which in the presence of such
a natural supply as existed thirty years ago would
have been extremely valuable, are now actually
worthless, The estimate of the loss is easily
computed thus : Given a fairly valuable ore and
flux at any point whence pig iron may be casily
shipped, every well woeded acre of land will
give fuel worth $100.  An annual output of ten

millions of dollars worth of charcoal iron is the
approximately correct value of the American

production, and the sanic figure stands for the
Swedish production. When due regard is given
to the valuable industrics which use this pruduc
tion in the raw material of various manufactures,
some conception may b attained of the value
of forest fuel.  There would be little use to cull
from the Trade Reports the figures which ex-
press our yearly tribute to the United States for
coal if there was any adequate sense in the
mind of the people or their law makers of the
yearly increasing drain upon the wealth of the
country through the cniminally wanton destruc-
tion of the forest.  Here is the coal bill paid to
the United States by Ountario and Quebee in the
years 1885 to 1892 inclusive, coke excepted :—
ANTHRACITE  BITUSIINOUS

COAL. COAL.
1885 ..., $3,644,264  $3,014,693
1886 .... 3,777,804 2,414,267
1887 .... 3,643,202 2,930,664
1888 ... 5,021,085 3,421,303
1889 ... 4,872,533  3,061.377
1890 .... 4,261,810 3,339,520
1891 ... 4,893,225 4,146,054
1892 .... 5,289,992 4,031,611

Totals ... $35,394,915 $26,400,549

or nearly sixty-two millions of dollars in cight
years

“The whole fire question in the United
States,” said Mr. Fenrow, Chief of the American
Department of Forestry, in a public address,
“is one of bad habits and loose morals.” ‘These
terms sound like a strong indictment, but they
do not sufficiently probe the sect of discase in
the Canadian conscience. The instinct of the
criminal, the animus furandi, maiks the people
of this country in their relations to forest ad-
ministration. ‘T'he charge can be brought home
to Crown Lands Departments, lumbermen,
farmers, municipal councillors, judges on the
bench, and jurors. Senator McLaren had to
rontest step by step to the Supreme Court his
claim that a railway company should bonnet
their locomotives and use the best appliances
for arresting sparks from passing through the
smokestacks.  In Phelps vs. The Canada
Southren Railway Co., Judge Henry dissented
from the ruling of the Supreme Court in favor
of the plaintiff on the ground that a s¢cond fire
caused by sparks from a fire kindled on the rail-
way company’s property Ly sparks from their
own locomotive, is a damage too remote to bea
tort in law. ‘The railway companies though
candidates for all kinds of municipal and govern-
ment bounties, make no hesitation in fighting at
every point their liability for damages caused by
fires from their locomotives, while the fact is
that their roadways are for many years after con-
struction tinder béds of vld stumps.and rotung
timber, the removal of which by contractors
should be insisted upon before the payment of
one ¢ent of bonus.  The government has failed
to protect the property of which it is the custo.
dian, and has suffered the railways to do incal-
culable damage in this way, or in the case of
land held under timber hicense, has in years gone
by shielded itself behind the wretched excuse

that the prutectivn of their hinmits was he busi
ness of the lambermen.  Now the expense of
fire guardians i dinided between the Junbermen
and the government.

A small portiun of the cnme of which the
wide spread brulees ate the enduring record is
the work of the railways, To the operation of
the Free Grants Act must be ascribed the de-
struction of more timber, the waste of more
public money, the loss of more individual capi-
tal and years of frutless toil, than has attended
any other ill starred enterprise in the Province of
Ontatio. The settlers have been distributed
over an immense territory, alung great stretches
of illmade roads. The latter have been of
enormous value to the lumbermen, and the
scanty agriculture which wins hay and oats from
the burnt soil is chiefly of value in reduciag the
expenses of the forest kings. "But we look in
vain for the advantages which would have come
to the settlers from being located in compact
bodies on selected tracts where their uniied
labors and taxes would have enabled them to
maintain an efficient municipal and educational
system. The roads are constant sources of ex-
pense ; the settlement of the regions opened up
makes no progress, the clearing up of tracts of
new land, rendered necessary by the rapid wear
of suil which has all been burned very decply,
exposes the forest everywhere that it has been
penetrated by colomzation roads to frequent and
disastrous fires. l.et a scries of Crown Lands
reports for 20 years be consulted and evidence
wiil be found that “settlers’ fires” have been a
known cause of havoc. One will scarch in vain
for a single prosecution, for one practical effort
of any efficuve kind, to stay the destruction.
Copies of the Act for the Prevention cf Forest
Fires have been circulated, but the settlers are
perfectly aware of the innocent character of the
warning. “ What do you do,” was asked of a
fire guardian, “when you see a fire running from
a fallow into the woods. Do you bring the
offender to justice2”  “No, I get an axe,” was
the answer, “and help him 1o put it out. I
know better than to quarrel with settlers in the
woods.”

Strange to say, all efforts to obtain a practical
investigation of the ravage gowmg on and the
consideration of efforts for its suppreston, have
been resisted by the majonity mn the Provincial
Legislature.  The Royal Minmg Comuussion
of 1890, reported that they *were struck with
the appearence of many scenes of desolation
whete forest fires had swept over wide distrcts,
Ieaving blackened tree trunks and fite scorched
wastes in the place of hills and valleys once
covered with timber.  The loss to the Province
from this cause has reached many mullions of
doflars within the last tharty years.”  And agawm,
“the destruction of timber by forest fires 15
complained of by several witnesses as mracal
to the mining industry.” A ready facility for
acquiring testimony on the subject would be
afforded by an Act sunilar to that for the mves-
tigation of accidents by fire to dwelling houses,
with this necessary amcudment, that as the law,
Ly making the free-grant scttler’s property




