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grapes, we can easily turn them out
until the fruit is gathered.

‘This grape yard will supply an abun-
dance of welcome shade to the fowls,
and we expect the latter to keep down
the weeds and eat up about twice their
weight in bugs and worms.

We turned thirty White Pekin ducks
into our blackberry patch this season,
waiting until the bushes and weeds got
a pretty good start. The ducks have
been there all summer, loafing, laying
and hatching under the thick, shady
bushes, and they did not eat the fruit,
nor have they injured the bushes, so far
, as we can learn.. They have managed
to keep the weeds down somewhat.
Now about 200 Pekin ducks and 56
Toulouse geese are enjoying life in this
patch.

Our latest hatched chicks (June
hatch) are now lost in the shady re. |
cesses of a red raspberry patch. A 2.
inch wire mesh has been stretched
around the berry bushes and confines
the chicks. They are doing nicely, the
shade and mellow ground being very
welcome to them.

*Live and learn ” is a good rule to
80 by.—ZFrom Reliable Poultry  Journal,

POULTRY MANURE IN SUMMER,

—

O matter how the droppings

may be preserved, they

should not be kept in

the poultry house, but removed daily,
it possible, during the warm days. The
reason for this is that the droppings
very quickly decompose in warm weath-
er and cause the fowls to become un-
healthy. Then, again, if the manure
is not removed, it becomes an excellent
breeding place for lice, as is the case
when any kind of §ilth exists. At pres-
ent, during the spring months, the drop-
pings should be at once spread on the

garden and immediately chopped into
the soil before they-become dry and
hard. During the summer place them
in a barrel or hogshead, mixed with an
equal part of dry dist, adding a peck of
kainit to each bushel of the dirt.
Keep the mass in the barrel damp (not
wet) with soapsuds, and after a short
time they will bein excellent condition
for use. The kainit will fix the amonia,
changing it to a sulphate. As the ma-
jority of writers have suggested that
droppings should be kept dry, this may
be considered an innovation‘on old
methods, but we suggest that it be given
a trial, as we can assure our readers
that the result will be highly satisfac-
tory.—Zhe Poultry-Keeper.,

THE GUINEA FOR THE TABLE. *

——

HERE is no sale for guineas in
o the city markets, yet if the con.

-7 sumers in cities were aware of the
luxury of eating guineas there would be
a demand greater than could be sup-
plied. Its flesh has what may be term-
ed a ‘‘gamey” flavor, and it is well filled
with meat, especially on the breast and
thighs. In fact, a bird that is so active
and which uses its wings and the legs
without rest from early it: the morning
until late, must necessarily be covered
with muscle on the breast and thighs.
High prices are paid for prairie-hens
and other game birds that are in no
manner superior to the guinea, and
which do not arrive in market in as
fresh condition as' would the guirea f
it was an article sought. So far as the
farmer is concerned, he can at least use
them on his own table and afford to
allow the city people to have the other
fowls.

We use half a dozen guineas on our
farm as watch dogs.—Fanciers Review.

SWANS.

E have yet to know of a farmer,

or even a poultryman, who has

ever taken up the breeding of swans,
one of the most beautiful fowls: we
have, also fowls of great value. They

are not so difficult to rear, with the

same amount of care and attention
that are given to other poultry. Most
ot the public parks, such as Central
Park, New York; Fairmont DPark,
Phi'ladelphia ; Lincoln Park, Chicago,
and many others, keep and rear
young stock annually. Live breeding
pairs cost from $50 to $75. At such
prices it looks reasonable to believe
that there is profit in breeding them.
Eggs cannot be obtained, but the birds
can be bought from any of the large
parks that breed them. Would it not
pay to try a few? Ry the fanciers
breeding them we could get the prices
reduced some. S. W. STOOKEY, in
Reliable Poultry Journal.
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Mr, J, H. Caytord, Box 1,168, Montresal
is our Agent and Torrespondent for the
Province of Quebec. Any corresponds
ance relating to subscriptions or adver-
tising may be addressed to him.

AN EASY WAY TO GET FELCH’S
GREAT BOOK.

To any one sendingus four new sub-
scribers with $4 we will send a copy of
“Poultry Culture” by I. K. Felch,
value $1.50 1 book no fancier should
be without. We have lots of these
books so don't be afraid the supply will



