124

THE ILLUSTRATED JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE.

AvcusT 1885

what plants will bear o smart frost. Some wild plants would
muko fine winter bloomers for a time; such for example as
the Hepatica, which we have scen thrusting its purple flowers,
without detriment, up through two inches of recently fullen
snow in spring. Some of the early blooming cultivated bulbs,
ag the Siberian squill and enowdrop, would not be hurmed
by an occasional cold night. Experiments with differcot
flowering plants, annuals, herbaceous perennials and bulbs,
might give lists which would make a supply of winter bloom
much easior of attainment with many.

THE SHEEP BUSINESS.

The time to go into a business js when a good many
persons are getting out of it. This applies espeoially to sheep
keeping. I am not very old, but I can remember several
ups and downs in this busivess; but the downs only last a
short time, and everything gets lovely again very soon. The
golden ficece becomes tarnished for a while, but it soon
brightens again, and gets as bright and brilliant as ever. Just
vow sheep arc down. (ood store ewes are selling in the
markets, and can be picked out of droves for $2.60 to 84 a
head, which may be made to bring a lamb next spring worth
more thun the cost of the dam, and give a fleece that will pay
for their keep, and so stand their owners next summer in just
nothing at all. This is not bad for a time when agood many
sheep owners are wild to get rid of their sheep, and go into
something clse not half so good. It is thus very olear tiat
this i3 a good time to begin to keep a flock. This season of
the year is the very best, because it will soon be the breeding
time, and one can make suitable arrapngements for the next
vear'slambs. Rolling and even hilly land is the most desir-
able surface, and limestone gravel that is dry and free from
swamps or low wet places is the soil, Fuge pabula lota !
Vergile. Clear running water that is wholly free from marshy
banks or borders, or well water, which is preferable, is indis-
pensable, because wherever there are low wet places, there the
much to be dreaded liver flake and thbe lung worm are to be
found, with lung disorders and foot rot; and these are more
troublesome tham all the other complaints of sheep put to-
gether. The great needs of sheep are dry footing, good grass,
or other herbage, rather short and sweet than rich and loxu.
riant; pure water, pure air, and plen'y of it, aod shelters
from rains or snows. (1) With these veeded comforts, and
close watching to avoid sceidents and dogs, sheep will always
belie the old Virgilian (2) adage that * they arc an unhappy
flock, ” and will pay their way better thaa any other farm
stock. The secoud wecessary is the master, and he who
would keep sheep with pleasure and profit must be patient
and persevering; careful, thoughtful and watchful; apt to
learn and quick to apply what be learns, and endowed with
good common seuse and foresightedness. More sheep go to
the bad because of a aeglectful owner, or one whose temper
is cross and who scorns little details, then for any other rea-
son, The third necessary is to securc a good lot of sheep start
with, and not too many at first. Above all things pure-bred
ewes should be avoided. They are more exacting than the
native grades; they cost several times as much, the flecce is
rarely worth more than that of commoun sheep, and the jambs
are worth no more than those of half bred sheep.  But pure-
bred rams are indispensable. For market lambs, the black-
faced breeds furnish the bestsires.—Henry Stewart in Coun-
try Gentleman.

(1) 4d puleos aut alla greges ad stagna jubelo. Vergil.

(2) Yes, buy, if 10y memory serves me, Virgil only calls the flock
¢ infeliz™ whean it 13 living in the miserable country of the * Scy-
thiz genles Heoliaque unda.” A.R.J.F

GERANIUMS AND PELARGONIUMS.

Eps. CounTrY GEnNTLEMAN—If I inistake unot, Daisy
Eycbright (page 376) is somewhat muddled about these. In
a botanical sense, the plants she refers to are not geraniums
at all, but all are pelargoniums. Popularly, however, the
horge-shoe, ivy-leafed, oak-leafed, rosc-scented, nutmeg-
scented, and many others not uncummon in oultivation, are
are called geraniums, and, I think, justly enough, sceing
that Pelargonium is a genus of the geranium family. Anf-
how, geranium as a popular pame for a pelargonium is surely
as consistent as lemonscented verbena for Lippia citriodora,
or yellow day-lily for Hemerocallis flava ; snd certainly vot
nearly so far-fetched as Christmas Rose for a plant of the
crowfoot family, or water violet for 2 member of the prim-
rose family.

True gerasiums, in a botanical scnse, are mostly hardy,
herbaceous, perennial plants—for instance, onr common wild
spotted cranesbill ; sometimes biennial, as in the case of our
wild herb Robert. Besides geraniums and pelargoniums,
oxalises, balsams and nasturtiums (Tropeolum) among
familiar garden plants, hold generio rank in the esteemed
geranium family.

Your correspondent says: ¢ They are divided into six
species.”” Those she mentions are only sets of three species,
oamely, Pelargonium zonale, P. peltatum, and ** scented-
leaf,™ which wiay mean some onc of twenty species of fra-
grant-leafed pelargoninms. If I mistake uot, the -* pelargo-
niums ” she refers to what are popularly known as Lady
Wushisgton geraniuws, (1) and if this is so, then she meaos
the cultivated offspring of Pelargonium grandiflorum. And
here I would oall attention to the fuet that the New Life,
Black Douglas, I'Elegante, and General Grant geraniums she
speaks of are as truly pelargoniums as are apy Lady Wash-
ington pelargoniums in the country. W. F.

Glen Cove, L. I.

WHITE PLUME CELERY.

As this new variety has failed with some cultivators, we
copy the following favorable report from J. Muir, in the
London Garden, which seems to indicate that 2 moist, cool
and shady climate may be best for it, as the green plant
whitened late in autumn. [t was treated like other celery,
but not carthed up:

When planted out, just as they were about 6 inches high,
they were quite green, and in August, when large plants,
they were also quite green—so much so, indeed, that about
that time I had great doubts respecting the American
“ White” Plame blanching; but in September the centre
leaves and stems whitened, and by November the eatire plant
became perfectly white, and in overy way agreed with the
American representation of it. The stems are now as tender,
and the flavor as good as it possibly could be in earthed-up
celery of the ordinary type. The White Plume is, therefore,
both novel and valuable, It is distinct from any other celery,
and, io my opinion, a great acquisition, as the labor of making
trenches for it and carthing it up is saved. These are two
important poiuts in its favor, and there is another which 1
wmust wvot forget to point out, viz., that it is never worm-
caten or destroyed by celery pests.  Worm-eaten celery and
rotten celery, too, are produced in the majority of instances
through the earth being put up around the stems; but as
this i3 unneccssary in the cace of the White Plume, it is not

(1) Called here, « Royal George ” A.R J. P



