-lt wasnt bad as this—

"The. stranger waited till she recovered her .

- vome fo go on.. .

hands. I toiled .early and.late-all. the. years-

"till John could help me.. Then we’ kept ike.
girls at ‘school, John and ‘me, They were
married not. long ago. : Married rlch as toe
world goes., Jobn sold the cotta.ge, sent me
to the - city to live with them, and he went
-west to begin for himself. I—Ie said we had

' provmed for the girls and they would pro- .

.. vide for me now— .‘_|~‘
" “Her voice : choked with emotlon
‘siranger waited in silence , :
‘I went ‘to them in the. city I went to
Mary’s" first. She lived in-a great house,
with scrvants to wait on her; & house many
_ times lamger than the little cotta.gc—but I
- s00M found there wa.sn’t room, enongh- for'
me—’
The tears stood in the lines “on her
‘ oheel\s The ticket agent came out softly,
stlrred the nre, and went back After a.
pause she continued
<1 went to Martha’ s—went w1th a, pam in .
my hea.rt I never-felt before.. I was, willing.

The

© . to-do anythmg so_as not to be a burden.

‘But that wasn’t it. I found that they were

.ash.a.med of my bent old body and. withered

face; ashamed of my trough wrinkled

) hands—made £0 tomng for..them—.’. .
The tears-. came thick and fast now. The

-strangers hand rested caressmgly on . the

gray head, - ; L,

- %At last they told me- 1 must live at’a

: boardmg house, ‘and theyd heep me there,”

T couldnt say anythmg ba.ck © My heart. -

® ,was ‘too’ full of pain. T wrote to John What -
He “Wrote rlgh‘ '

-they were “ going ‘to: do.
Yack a long, kind letter, for me to. come
_‘right ‘to -him: I always’ had a ‘home. whlle
" he-had ‘a -roof; -h8. sald <o come“rlght
..tlxere and stay-as- long as T lived :That: hls
""" should never: go out to strange-rs
So I’m gomg “to John: Hes got-only “his .
rough hands and” his’ gieut warm’ “heart ;

Ais-too il to eep it badk. When;';-

I was-. left a. wldow with three: clnldren, I

7t.hought it.was more’ ‘than-1: could bear, but*
.

: versron.
(By the Rev. Wayland Hoyt DD

What a touch can- furn a- -child! )
":This: was the manneyr . of -his dymg and
bumal As he lay, feeble with age and: toil,

words: hke theser “I am in“the. hands of God;

“the ever-blessed Jehovah; in hishands alone;

yes, in His. keepmg, w1th Him _a.lone His
last words were ‘Thank - you,’ as'a faithml
serva.nt did him ministry. :

And there never was such a tuneral as his
‘It was - touching to see”the blinds dra.wn

7~ close in the: club-houses- and- mansions' of

St. James stre-et and Pall Mall, but it was. fa.r‘ :

more tou ‘groups .
t‘ ehmg to.Bee .§roups upom: 05 | you hangmg on these walls. You;are going “x

of . srtisans, seamstresses, laborers [factory
hands, flower girls—the poor and destitute
from all quarters of London—gathered to pay
their last »_ma.rk of . respect and affection.
It.-was no crowding together of's1g1ht- L

Even the poorest of "the .poor . had managed

'_to procure some little fragment of -black to

wear upon the coat sleeve or in the bonnet;

the stillness was solemn and 1mpress1ve and.

as the simple procession passed every head -

was uncovered and bowed as with a- personal

. SOTTOW. . He had “clothed apeople with- spon-"
-taneous’ mournmg, and was gomg down to

the grave amud the benedlctmns of the
pcor 339
And there m Westmxnster Abbey not only

was royalty present w1th tokens of at‘iectlon .

and respect but deputatlons from the .homes,

1efuges, trammg shlps, costermomgers 80"
bearing era.ped.
'banners on ‘which shone such words as these:

ciety, missxons, chanties,

‘Na.ked a.nd ye clothed me d ‘A stranger and

. ye took me‘ m,’ crowded the space iof- the"

tLord Shaftesbury was' ‘the - 1mpersonation
of the phllanthropist of ;
tury E

‘but there’s noom " ﬂor his old mother—God—c death and —burm.l you would find. ‘the ‘an-

bless—him’ ' P

The stranger brushed a. tear from her
fair. clleek and awa.Lted the conclusion

‘Some day when I'm gone where pyt! nev
er .trouble ‘them agmn Mary  and Martha
w111 think of ‘it all. -. Some: day when the

" hands that toiled for them aré folded and
-sLill; when the eyes that watched over them .
for many a_weary night ‘are closed forev er;
when the little old body, bent with the bur-
dens it bore for them, is put away where‘
it can never shame them—'

The agent drew his hand quickly" before

his eyes, and went out as if to. look for a
train. The stranger’s jewelled ﬁngers
- slroked the gray locks, while the tears of

“"sorrow and the tears of sympathy fell toge- -

ther. The wedry heart was unburdened.
Soothed by 2 touch of sympathy, the troub-
led sdul yielded to the longing for rest and
she fell ‘asleep. The agent went noiselessly
 about his duties that he might not “wake
‘her.  As the fair stranger wa.tche(l she saw
o smile on the careworn :face. The lips
_ moved. She bent down . to hear,
‘Im doing it for Mary' and Martha.
They'll take care of me some time.’
. She was dreaming of the days in the lit--
tle cottage—of the fond hopes. that ingpired
her, long before shc learned with a brokeu'

heart, that. some do.y she would tmn
homeless in the world 10 go to John.—'Kp--

werth \Hemld g &

swer. in this sta.temant of his blogiapher
“Throughout his lite Loxd Shaftesbury had
never the, least hesxtation in tracing the time
when his spirltual history ‘had a beginnmg
He unhesﬁatmgly aﬁirmeu that it was when
he was seven years of age, under the influ~
ence of his nurse, Maria Millis. ;
The"Christian rand of this- humble Chris-
tian woman touched and turned the heart

mneteenth cen— i

- great. audiences with

B whole is. better . tha.n tnree-quarters -or 2l
5 ‘:h'slt, by. so;mu
-_'clnld a larger’victory for. .Tesus than that of:

_child; Dbe said, “Jesus,* ‘Master,: ]
‘buts up; his fittle hand to reac ‘thine, Take
-it, beloved Sa.vxour, bea.r him over the-river
"‘of. death ‘and. take hrm to: heayen When it

s the conversion of a little

a man. or woman who can, a.t the most, yleld

buf a fragment of a hte -to Him —Christian o
N X L Intelllgencr. o .

1 had ouly the cotta.ge ind my w1lllng * and amxd thie last ‘shadows- evidently: gather- e
ing, one who came to ta.ke last. leave’ heard “

PR

The following anecdote wag told by .Tohn
‘B. Gough He says: : ‘Mr. Spurgeon and, I,,
vrsiting a, hosplta.l went into. an .airy - andf‘
pleasant ward where nhe boy lay .whom: he ~
wxshed to see The boy: was. grea.tly delight—-
ed ons seeing Mr. Spurgeon
his hand sa.ylng, Lt -

e “My son there. are precious promises for

to dre, my dear boy. You are tired of lying

rest. Nurse, did he sleep well las-t mght‘7
! “No, he coughed a good deal ”

& “Oh my son, it is very hard- for you to,
suﬂer all day and cough a.ll m.ght Do yom
love Jesus Christ"” .

e uYes, sir” : .

f“And_Jesus loves you, and bought you
with his preclous blood and be knows what
is best for you. It seems ‘hard for you to lie

- here in bed and hear the boys playmg on the
‘streets, but soon the Lord wxll take you home

and then\ he wxll tell you why there is so -
much suffering in' the. world a.nd you will be -

happy forever

Then, placing his: “hand on the head ot. the'

is: dear lad;

_hun until 'tha.t ‘

“After 4 motnent he said; “My-son, is there-_,_'
.,omethme you want?: Would you like .’

-noanary in ‘a’cage, So. thatyoucamhearh1m ‘

» ' ing ?
;And 1f, you shoul(l ask I-Icw came it alla smg 'in the morning

about th.at he lived the Chnstua.n, bemg'nant
- iife he did, and was crowned. with suoh a’

Nurse, “bring him a
cana.ry to—morrow morning Good-by, ‘my
boy; very hkely you w111 see the Saviour

before. 1 do.’
‘Seeing Mr. Spurgeon seated by the cot ofl

a dying lad whom he had ‘taken from the -
street, he seemed to me even more grand,
and noble than when I.saw Him moving
; his . eloquence Like

- Richter, the great German poet he loved God .

of the little boy, and against the influences -

of an utterly 1rrel1gious home, What a bless-
ing to the world that she saw the posslbrh-
ties in a little child!

Anybody can see the wonderful adva.n-
tages of the early touch and turning of that
faithful Christian hand. Even though Lord
Shaftésbury had become a Christian in later
life, anybody can see the disadvantage he
had been under thus, the wrench and strain

it had then required, the hard unlearnmg_

and ‘difficult battlings with’ evxi habits al-
ready formed, how™ thus at best but a frac-
tion of his life ¢ould have been given to God
whereas, because ‘of tlns early and. decldmg
touch his whole hte was dedica.ted to God
and to humanity.

How foohsh and blmd we are !
m\ddle-aged man is captured for the Lord
Jesus, and wa 1ejoice, zmd we ought to, and
\ha.ve right to. But who has not heard the
almost, if not quite, sneermg rema.rks, ‘0
they are only. boys and girls who a.re becom-
ing Christians and .- joining, the Church !
Only boys. and girls!

Some.

But by as much a.s,‘

s

‘ome speech of one susceptibility, o

-translated

and he loved chlldren —Amerlca.n Messen--
ger, *

China the Greatest Mlssmn
Field in the World.

Lools at the uncounted number of her peo-
ple. Think of four hundred millions of hu-’
man hearts capable of being converted into
altars from which shall ascend the’ offermgs
of thanksgiving: and praise. . The homo: v
geneity of this mighty population makes un-

limited expansmn easy and promlsmg, of
of one

general ‘make-up, of the same laws and -
useages, and -mOaNners; what affects one

will affect all; an objection - met at Can- .
ton is an obJection met at Pekin. - A |
message sent by telegram. has 'to . -be
afresh in. Burope, each - timev
it crosses a provincial line—first in France,
then in Germany, and ‘then in Russia; but -
ii China a leafiet about the true God, struck
off. in one of:the great- mission pressesqn- :
Shanghai, - utters its voice :to the millions
in Chin-Kiang, then on the millions’ of ‘Ho-
nan, and on.still further to’ thé forty. milliony-
Szehuan,. from- east to west, “from - north
to south, everywliere one and the.same in-

_telligible -utterance of eternal truth, - In the

propagation of. influence this is . a fact of;,'
boundless efficiondy,— The Standa.nd’ ‘ s

- C e _\‘. - .o N

. The -great! v -
‘preaoher sat down, by his bedsxde and took oL

Spurgeon ina Hospltal

‘here on your- cotch, and soon you will be at. G



