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of the Pluarisces. TIhis is surcly a, strange exception to te taken
1w one who is himsclf :, generous denouncer of tyranny and
Oppression. 1 have littie doubt that had nu indignation against
sanctinionius crime been exhibited, its absence would have
heeniZC( Upu!) Caia proof of inpei-fect humanity. The second
(1Ci(X alleged bs the absence of niirtl, and of laughiter as its
natural ami genial manifestation. This objection, thouglh it
gra tes strangely on our cars, is flot unrcasonable. Mirth is a rcal
part of our moral nature, significant as welf as the rest. The
great iiinisters of pure and genial mnirth, Cervantes, Shakespeare,
Moli re, have f ulilled a mission of inercy and justice as well as of
pleasiurv to mankind, and have thecir place of honour in history
wvith the oCher grecat benefactors of the race. And, on the other
hand, the attempts to, expel mirth froîn, human life and character
inade by certain austere seets, h-ave, resulted. not only in morose-

~xsbut in actual depravity. If this elemnent of good in luistory
is rea.lvy alien to the Ôîîristian type, the Christian type is imper-
feet; wce shall lave a moral type beside it and beyond it, and at
a certain point we shall become awa.re of its imperfection, and ur
;bsolute allegiance to it wvill cease.

But b)efore dcterniingr this question, the oUjector would have
donc wvell to inquire vhiat mirth reatly wvas; wvhether it ivas
a r.iieallv distinct feeling, or only a phase of feeling; and
wvhcttter laughter wvas of its essence or only an accident? Mirth,
pitv and contempt scmn to be three emiotions wvhich are ahi exeited
by human iveakness To weakness add suffering, and înirth Ls
turned to pi ty; add vice, and mirth is turned to contempt. Mirth
i tsel f is cxci -ed by wveakness alone, whichl it discriminates alike
from the w'a-,kness of vice on the one hand, and from wcakniess*
attended oy suffering on the other. The e-xpression of contempt
is a Sarcastie, laugh-lter, akin tu the laughiter of mirth, and the

nilder formi (if pity betrays itseif in a smile. There is, moreover,
evidcntly a close connection betwcen langhter and tears. Pity,
not mirth, would be the characteristie emiotion of one who ivas
broughlt habitually into contact wvith the wveakness of hùîmanity
in the formn of suflùring; but the saine power of sympathy would
render hini capable of genial niirth if broughit into contact withi
wvcakncss in a merchy grotesque and coinie foi-n. According as
the one or the other iras bis lot, bis character would take a brig-hter
or a sadder hue; but we cannot hclp feeling that the lot of inaii
hiere, having more in it of the painful than of the laughablc, the
sadder character is the more symupathetie, the more human, ai
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