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out’ 3 services. High class engineers are frequently not 
V1C , p-nod at selling their wares as some other engineers X would * «L country much k=, harm as —

travellers. u we]l know, shysters in all the trades
There are present social system seems

and professions to-day f P in many directions.
n Athe nian of co-operative administration I have already 
outhued, where the engineering b^w.tidbe »thahand.

isksnrsiïz »■ *->•^**• -
much less rosy path than he has to-day.

Says “Canadian Engineer” Mistaken

column, shows gravc conce its attitude is
municipalities are about fo do but i ^ _t geemg that
based on a “^«"^ ^ionlf se'rvices will be employed be- 
more and not less P Union. Cities will learn fromcause of the existence of this Umoj. whom they will
their own representatives atjeadqu ^ ^ profeg.
have reason to trust, ju , - them. To-day, they
sional services are a g°0 |n^ fflciently unbiased and trust-
wornt°hyksnourceaof information; and they frequently go with
out rather than risk employing some shyster, out rather tna wag als0 a misunderstanding

I am quite sure th remark about the doubtful
which led ge Canadian Qther professional services.
STu4.:- h^.h, if,

ties through membersh p , baMy pay extra for special 
cerned; and each city J never heard the engineers corn- 
services rendered. We h rations formed a union or
plain when several Priya engineering staffs, and such
trust and amalgamated r » f individual initiative
r^r^tnâ^han the Union of Quebec 

Municipalities could ever hope to be.
Impugns

One good which 
out of the formation of this
of the energies.of its' mind where a firm of engi-

I have one particular c ^ which they certainly were 
neers undertook a piece of let. and, not having
not specialists. The contra thege engineers left it to
intimate knowledge of the subj t, with his own
the contractor to do th based on a limited
theories, which happened n^ ^nown by all specialists in 
experience and wrong, bu now shows
that line to be wrong Je work, after* defective
signs of failure. It is b ggible to follow the correct

»«-■= b‘« na°PrOTr“fJf“
Pr“S»%-Sd h“..gP “h, specialists in that «,ld of

». "er t™'cnt
accordance with wrong pra bad to call in specialists and ^r^:ÇwXÎaiiberal fee or not attempt

the work) said to me. If we are building a wall,
;W‘ ”,r» a facSTf safety r.gnired by good ,n-

we figure the «sua add at ieast 20%. Our work
gineenng Practl^e’ reputation is the very highest.”
“ * C’Mdtogm—nts to the reputation of their firm 

Yes,—buildi g diture of public money, which ex-
t by the unjustific P percentage fee. ,The cities are,
penditure also m= such engineering malpractice;
to-day, alm0.l irt of unscrupulous engineers, it is an ex
in fact, on *e Part ot u P though falsified
cellent way to acquire a^very ^ PbPusiness. The point in 
thisinstanJÏ that this firm was willing to take all sorts

WHY QUEBEC MUNICIPALITIES SH,°JJL?AVE 
CLEARING HOUSE FOR INFORMATION

By Charles A. Mullen
Director of Paving Dept, Milton Mersey

rp HE broad objects of the Union of ^JaryM co-operation 
1 briefly stated, are to secure J"and collective 
among the member cities, or e P^ation to act as a 
municipal ownership of a public g central bureau
clearing house for information and as ^ ^ degire> can
through which two or more cltle.s’ w ” thJ pr0VinCe legis- 
combine for the purpose of securing ^ any other matter 
lation which in is their interes , cting together, can
wherein it is thought two or more cities, act g
get better results than if they ac e qUickly, and which 

A service that could be °F|an, , savings effected by 
would at once begin to pay ivi „entrai bureau which could 
the several municipalities, is f suppiies. This ser
be used for purchasing many ate municipal purchasing
vice would not abolish any b rather a super-bureau,

in existence, but would be -n each mem-

Co., Montreal

XuTringTwell-organized system
her city, for its proper working.

Central Purchasing Bureau

Why have the purchasing
data and prices on general eq'“P”^vhy not buy collectively

city to city. . , ■ Pach municipality will
Through a central orgamzati . in the mouth,

be better able to look its ates g « dtiçg in any one
for the collective transactions of^a^^ wi„ be of
article which is offer^a].1rant the spending of a little money One Firm’s Integritysufficient moment to

investigation and study. more true than in my own;
In no line, I think, . report secured by such a 

for were a careful enf^ee^ Jments which are being laid 
Union as this upon Tro th/various member cities, I think 
and copies submitted t0 th M row less fat and murnci- 
that pavement ^ occasionally into a state which
palities go less into debt ana
approaches bankruptcy. rchasing or any other, shoul

Such a bureau, be rtpO» Phasing or other inter- 
have as its board of dir® ;ties and the super-purchasing 
ested officials of its memb® JJ-not their boss. Much 
agent should be their employe ^ frQm the bottom up, 
greater efficiency, m many ‘ ’the success of the Unionfnd I am inclined to think that th ^ tQ depend. upon
Quebec Municipalities is | y. its launching will pro 
whether or not those entrusted « their best energies
perly understand this principle and talk 0f abandon
na setting it to work. These a e not day ^ ^ ^ the par
ing the principle of Home R 0ne ounce
pose of forming a ^J/^ced co-operation, 
effort is worth a pound of forcea

“Engineering Profession Pn"ciP for its member 
One great value the Union will b* with reliable in- 

municipalfties will be in supply mgJ« deal with pro es-
formation and advice when they tov ^ the engmeer-
sionals, especially from <>ut of to ,g principal y m-
ing profession, of which the doctors also come
volved, though the lawyers
their share of municipal work. attempts to hand

It may be true that when the ,f great care is
engineering matters for ie ^ glight danger of mjus ice ^ 

exercised, there wil c not think this dang 
of the profession; but 1

the engineering profession should get 
Union is the better applicationon
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*Excerpta from I^Hm read at J m ga^ontreal, Que., 
of the Union of Quebec Mu 
December 16th, 1919.


