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the rigid method of tcaching, is passing
away. With the more modern teacher al
ie love, IHe loves ail bis pupils, froin the
frowzy six-year-old boy to the big girls on
the back seats. Hie gushes, hie iuns over
with love. Hie sets up no standard of
right,in any case, to which the ill-disposed or
unruly must corne. Hie coaxes and flatters
his pupils, and is inclined to toady parents
and the sclîool board. Hie desires to suc-
ceed, and his effort is to govemn, provided
he can do it by love; if lie can flot, hie
lovingly submits to have the school govern
him. Out upon such sickly, wishy washy,
sentimental nonsense. That teacher is
weak who desires any love fromn pupils flot
founded upon sincere respect for hlm as a
mnan and a scholar, and a fearless executive
of just and needful regulations. No truc
boy of spirit %vill feel anything but pity and
con tempt for such an invertebrate teachîer
as I have described.

There is no need of eitlîer of theLe ex-
tremes in goveinment. The teacher can
be just, ivithout being morose; fearless in
doing his duty, and yet kind and genial.;
strict iii requiring obedience, and yet swit
to do pleasant tlîings for tiiose under his
charge.

Thirdiy, witlî respect to courses of study.
Not every sclîool in u sirnall town should
copy the course adopted at Chicago or Bos-
toi), but should arrange it so as to be of tlîe
greatest advantage to the majority of the
pupils Nvho attend. And ycta good,thorough
course should be adopted, flot omittirig
sorne studies for gyeneral culture. And
wheùi a course is once adopted, no amount
of influence sihould be permitted to cause
teachers and school boards to graduate a
pupil unless that pupil lias studied and
passed a thorough exaniination in everv
study laid dowvn in that course. The very
conimôn practice of allowing pupils to pass
grade who do not meet the demands of
the class to which thcy are going-to thus
slide aiong tlîrouglî the course, and go out
at last with the certificate of graduation, is a
most bare-faced fraud upon the public and
the pupils thernselves. Lt is an old saving

that «'hunian nature is as lazy as it can be
under the circumstances'»>; and if pupils
corne to btelieve that they can Ilpass » wvith.
out effiortand that even if they do flot quite
corne up to the requirement, they will be
allowed to slip through, they will almost
universally become idie and superficial; and
these habits once formed, will ding to, them
through life. There is oftcn much pressure
brouglit to, bear upon a teacher or examiner
in many ways to permit this, and it needs
backbone to resist it. Stifl, it is flot always
niecessary to keep a pupil going over a study
year after ycar. for which lie hias no taste
or apparent capacity. If general history be
in the course, for instance, and a pupil,
bright perhaps in other things, does not
seern able to master this, lie may, after one
or two triali, be permitted to drop it. But
hie shiould flot be perrnitted to graduate,and
thus have a certificate that hie has mastered
every study in the course. This common
pract.ce loivers the tone and reputation of
the school and of its graduates, and is one
of the chief reasolîs why people at large care
so littie about the diploia of a school as a
certificate of scholarship. Lt is by no mean-;
neccssarylthat a pupil should receive a dip-
loma,but it is essential that lie '-cceive good,
thoroughi instruction, should be well ground-
ed in the elenîentary branches, should have
good habits of study fixed upon hiim,shioild
lcarn howv to do lion est, earncst, liard wvork
in whatever station of hife lie rnay be.

Lastly,w'îitl regard to our general systems
of education. I lielieve thoroughly in a state
systein of instruction, that shial be a living,
vertebrate thing. with vital connection in
eve3'y part, froin the University down to tlîe
district school, controlled by the sanie ivili,
infornîed by the sanie spirit, aiming, at the
samne great purpose. Lt miust flot be so
rigid a%~ to sh-at oui. the rnajority of the chul-
dren of the state firoin its l)enefits, nor so
loose as flot to present an opportunLy for
thorougli instruction to those who desire it.
It must yield to no deniands of sect or
party, and should be, as far as possible, re-
nioved from the doniain of politics.--of.
E. Baron Wood, in Michigan lŽacier.
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