
246 TUM OM<ÂDIMr PftESDtTE1t.

tion Nvitit his labors, whiclt, shoucd ho continue, is iikùly te, oxtond, and to cauSe
distraction and. division. Lt ie doubtful wltothor a minister onglet over te prmnit
a chttrcb te becomio dividcd, on the more question of rotalning hlm as pustor.
If a party should diesira Vo geL rid ofIxivi, bocituso they'lioid erroncous views of
doctrine,1 or of any p oint ln moralie, fidôlity o, te trut14 tnight requiro hlm to
resist thora. Or if chiarge injurions to his tmerai ebaracter were made, lho must
defond himself. But in cases wvhorc noitlir of those things le involved, but
%vhero a respetablo tninority strongly desira a change; it is raroiy, if ovor, wise
te romain and allew parties te bo fornicd. F or Auch divisions very gonoraily re.
suit in great alionations, lu tho rapid déclino of Vie spirituality of te Churchi,
and in tho ruin of teé irpstOrts iusefuinoss. We could mention a church ln a
neighboring State, in wb1 ti two parties wcero fornied, théoe-n minority-de.
siring the pastor te reelgu; teo other dosiring Vo iotaiti him. Thoe feeling
botween the parties becamo extrornely bitter, dofying ail effoerts of tho Prosb-
tory te settie tite difficulty, until at lin&tl, tho churchi was, by a rather higli
handod mensura, dissolvcd and ro*org.-mzled ; andlu tite ro-organizatieýn soveral,
of the dissatisfied party, noV Nvilling Vo ro-eutar on te tcrms fixod by Presbytery,
were loft eut. Even thon, teo parties wvere fennd stili existing, aud %vithering

thépropcrtyof tue churoli, for ton yceu- after the excellent pistor lIad let
wecuamention another churcth %Y*hicli, Vhougrh lu number and woaithý very

influentiai, in te course of severai yoars, wvns almtiost destroyed in te same -%waty.
MVeroear te fttult xnay lia, it is certai thant wlitei sucli difficulties arise, thte

pnstor's usafuluess le at att end . uniess, indeed, te dissatisficd party will with.
d'raw, and organize anothcr churchi-a tlting net tinfrequentiy lone lu out larger
cities. Lu emallor towns and coutry pinces, titis cannot be doe; -iid.tioeror
the injury resultiug frein sucli différences is teé gronter and more permanent.
But ivhen tore is the appearattce of sîteli divisions, a field in itsaif more con-
traecd, niay prove Vo be a much wvidor fieid of uspfuliess for thnt minister ; and
if ie w'ill leave in ime, lite may save te clitrell from permanent trouble, and
himsolf frein mucli mental sufferiuge and loss of usofttluess. Ln neccpting a catll
Vo a churci, we bave always insistod upon it, titat te sosmiou shouid nt once
candidly inforin us, if tey perceivod any diss:îtisfactiott nrising.

The nev fioid offered Vo a setticd paster, teon, may offor mucli greater prôs-
peets of usafuiness, bcCause botter suitod Vo itis poculiar talotit,, or bocaîtse ofil
larger accessible population, or because of its beingt a monre comrndiflg posi.
tten, or because of the staVe of tltings in bis own chntrch.

3. The question %vhoether a ealu is te bui rcgardod as providentiai, depenids
very mucli upon its unanimity attd cordialily. Tite difftcuities and diseourage-
ments of pasteri are sufflcieutly nîtmerous and great under te most favorlje
eircurnstanes. They terefore grecatly need teé uni ted prayers and, support of
Vixeir ont.ire citurches; and their pence of mind and their usefuinoss dèpend-very
mucli upon their securing tetn. 1'rebabiy itougt toe bo roquired thatthe
whele ckurch giving a call sbouid actuaily prefe' te man cioctcd te every otiter
individual wv1oso name may be before theni; but wve are net geing tee far wh.n,
we say that there should be general acquiescence in teé eal. If tere bc po'si-,
tive opposition te the pastor eleet, teé ci rcutustances must be extrordnry'
,whicfi wouid- rende? it wise fur Iiibu te aeept. 'The objections may be entirely
grouu dless; yet the more fet .t1itV there is a number of pe'rsons im te ôhù'rh
wiho are net willing te receive te Gospel et his mout>, Nvill produce an , inhtag~
eËeCt upon his spirits. Beside.s, thora is ne certainty that they will.not seek to

a1idnate ochars, and Vo underminç lus influence; and whenàevèr any diffilelll*
arise, there le a paîty readfy te hre tihlAr irffluence against hlmi. dnhib
ad mirois are likecly te become alienated frotm te otiters ; and victe vzora%».


