
THE 0ÂNÂDIAlN PRESB YTE.

*kingdom of thé Lord and His Christ' For this Ohurch and our Church whîeh
tve have thus briifiy attempted té delineato, we do not ask too much from pro-

Jfessing Christians, when wé asic a reverential regard to, its interests and opera-.
Stions, a steadfast maintenance of its prineiplés, and a faithful adhérence té its
SApostolic govérnnient and discipline.

J ANCIE NT HYMNS.-No. 1.
EYMN 0F Tiii ANGELms.

Gloria in èxceZsis, Dea.">
Among our best and most spiritual treasures, we number thé Psalms of David

in mètre. Call them rudely rhyméd if you will, yet are théy scriptural, simple,
and beautiful, and1 to, us thyice hallowéd and éadeared by a thousand Sabbath
rémembrances. But we must not, in our lové for the IP8alm8, forget that înany
éther parts of the Old Testament are inspired songs; and when we turn fé thé

kNew Testament, we find four divine séngrs among its éarliest reeérds. Thé first
is thé "lMagnificat " of Mary, thé mothéer of our Lord : " And Mary said, My
soul doth magnify thé Lord, and my spirit bath réjoiced in God, my Saviour,"
&c. Luke i, 46-55. Thé néxt is théI "Bénedictus " of Zacharias : IlBléssed
hé thé Lord God of Israel, for hée bath vl8ited and rédeémed bis people."
Lukèjj' 67-79. Thé next 18 thé "9Gloria in excélsis " of the Angéls: IlAd
suddénIy thère was with thé Angé!s a mnultitude of thé héavenly host, praising
God and saying, Glory té, God in thé highest, and on earth peacé, good will té,
men." Luke ii., 13, 14. Thé fourth is thé IlNunc dimittis in pace"I of thé
agèd Simeon : "lThén took hée Hlm up in his arms and blessed God, and said,
Now lettest thou thy servant départ in péace, according té thy word." Luke ii.,

0f thèse fi'rst four hymns of thé New Testament two things ara néte-,worthy.
First, Théy are ail rècordèd by Luke, and by him only of thé four Evangelists.
Second, In each of thém, with thé exception of thé song of thé Angéls, théré is
a striking resèmblance to thé Psalms of David and thé songs of Isa-ali and
Jerémiah, many of thé versés being quotatiéns frémn thèse Old Testament
Frophets.

A long intèrval néw occurs in whith né mention is made of sopg; but as our
Lord's birth was celebratèd in thèse hymns, 80 wé havé is dying requiem in
thé hynin wbich Hé sung wvith lis disciples at thé first Communion, before
t iév wènt nut té thé Mount of Olives,-probablyéone of thé iisual Passover
bymanq, consisting of Psalms 11 3tli té 1 18th. During thé interval bétweén our
Lord's ascension and thé descént of thé Hély Spirit, wé havé né mention of
praise; thèse wéré days of fasting and of »)rayer. But immediatély aftér t1e,
Pèntecostal bléssing, thé héarts of the disciples being gl addened, they burst forth

Sagain into song; and it seéms té us tht&t thé words recordéd (Acts iv, 24-30,)
are thé vèry words of théir song, having not, only thé elevated style of a hymn,
but markèd by thé peculiatity aiready noted, that they are, for thé most part,
quotations fromn thé Psalms and Prophécies. Next wé réad of Paul and Sulas
singing praisès té God in thé prison at Philippi. Then we havé thé Apostolie
exhortations- té sing psalms; and, last of all, in thé Apocalypse we havé many
songs, sème of héaven, sème of éarth, sème of angéls, some of thé rédeemed fr.om
iliong nen; and more than this, wé have clear intimnations that praisé begun
hxôw, aven amid sin anid sérrow, shahl neyer end ; aud are told of a Ilnéw song Il
for -thé gladsome fute, when sotrow aud sighing shall havé fled away for evér.


