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~I~u ~it mn Ishould be glad tobe rid of them. They
________are a direct injury to us. maeonry is,

Port fIGpeg Pebrtary 15, 182 free. The neophyte enters of his own
free will ana accord, ana the moment

Unaffulaton. e desires to leave he ehould be equally
The question of unafiliation je one Permitted to depart of hie own fre&,

of those that are constantly attracting wi and accord. stiil it is very griev.
the attention of the leaders of the ois te thinli, as we initiate the candi-
Craft, and calling for earnest legisia- date, ail eager and auxious to become-
tion from the Grand Easts of different sa Mason ," that ini ail probability in
Grand Bodies. Stiil recruits are daily a few short years lie will drop out
added to the "'Army of the Unaffiiat- jfrom our ranks and become one of the.
ed." Mild legisiation and coercive unaffiliated.
lagisiation bavé alike failed to produce We believe the principal reason of
the slightest change in the position, this constant offence je in a great
and in some jurisdictions the losses measure our never-ceaeing, continu-
per annum to the Fraternity are' eus fever of "work." In many lodges.
greater than the gains. This is reallv it je "lwork, work, work," until the
a very serlous matter. What can be Mason is as wearied of it as the poor
the cause of this great'efflux from seamstrese je of "1stitch, stitch, stitoli."
our ranks? Thousands are eager to Night after niglit, from year's end to
gain'admission to our portals, and the year's end, it je ,initiating, " "pass.
door je constantly being knocked at ing," or "raising," and the intelligent
by neophytes, eager and anxious to brother begins to think that suroly-
participate in our inysteries. Our there is not much science or philoeo-
lodges, as a rule, are well supplied, phy in an institution that goes over-
with material, and yet old members the same routine for generations, and.
drop off-old faces gradually disap- nover apparentIy lias a thouglit be-
pear. Why je this? Surely there yond it.
mxuet be some reaaon for thie drain If we desire te have our lodge rooms.
upon our resources that threatens us! "crammed," and intelligence and in-
'with suc.h a vast amount of injury. tellectuality occupying seats of honor

Somte juriadlictioris have even enact- 1in the (Jraft, we muet exert oureé.ves
ed coercive legisiation in order to to render our Maeonic gatherings
prevent unaffiliation. As well try,~ more agreeable, more sociable. and-
like Canute, to keep baok the tidal more instructive. It ie absolutely
waves of the ocean, Forced member- necessary that we should do thie. If
ship ie an unquestionable evil. What Freemasonry je a science, it muet be.
intereet can or wili a brother take in progressive in its character. No.
the society, who longs te beave it? le' science ever came to a stand-still.
it worth while keeping tnembers IThe fact ie, fe]lows with retentive
amongat us who have tired of oui, memories and g]ib tongues have mnae
ceremonies, or, worse stiil, have actu- IthemBelves masters of the situation,
aily taken a distaste to them? Bnci 4 ana by teaching ritual insteadl of ex-
moen should be allowed te go, and we emplifyiiqcg Masontr, havedriveon fromn


