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‘Onafiiliation,

The question of unaffiliation is one
of those that are constantly attracting
the attention of the leaders of the
Craft, and calling for earnest legisla-
tion from the Grand Easts of different
Grand Bodies. Still recruits are daily |
added to the ““‘Army of the Unaffiliat-
ed.” Mild legislation and coercive
legislation have alike failed to produce
the slightest change in the position,
and in some jurisdictions the losses
per annum to the Fraternity are
grester than the gains. This is really
a very serious matter. 'What can be
the cause of this great efflux from
our ranks? Thousands are eager to
gain admission to our portals, and the
door is constantly being knocked ab
by neophytes, eager and snxious to ;
participate in our mysteries. Our'!
lodges, as a rule, are well supplied!
with material, and yet old members ,
drop offi—old faces gradually disap- |
pear. Why is this?  Surely there | i
must bs some reason for thig drainl
upon our resources that threatens us !
with such a vast amount of injury.

Some jurisdictions have even enact-
ed coercive legislation in order to !
prevent unaffiliation. As well try, !
like Canute, to keep back the tidal:
waves of the ocean, Forced member- |

should be glad tobe rid of them. They
are & direct injury to us. Masonry is.
free. The neophyte enters of his own
free will and accord, and the moment
he desires toleave heshould beequally
permitted to depart of his own free
will and accord. Still it is very griev-
ous to think, as we initiate the candi-
datse, all eager and anxious to become

! ssg, Mason,” that in all probability in

a fow short years he will drop out
from our ranks and become one of the:
unaffiliated. _

We believe the principal reason of
this constant offence is in a great
meagure our never-ceasing, continu-
ous fever of “work.” In many lodges
it is **work, work, work,” until the
Mason is as wearied of it as the poor

' seamstress is of ¢‘stitch, stitch, stitch.”

Night after night, from year's end to
year's end, it is ‘*‘initiating,” ¢pass-

!ing,” or “raising,” and the intelligent

brother begins to think that suroly
there is not much science or philogo--
phy in an institution that goes over
the same routine for generations, and
never apparently has a thought be-
yond it.

If we desire to have our Iodge rooms.
secrammed,” and intelligence and in-

" tellectuality occupying seats of honor

in the Craft, we must exert oursélves
to render our Masonic gatherings
more agreeable, more sociable. snd
more instructive. It is absolutely
necessary that we should do this. If

ship is an unquestionable evil. What ' Freemasonry is & science, it must be-
interest can or will & brother take in | | progressive in its character. No
the society, who longs to leave it? Is - science ever came to a stand-still.

it worth while keeping members l The fact is, fellows with retemtive
amongst us who have tired of out  memories and glib tongues have made
ceremonies, or, worse still, have actu- | themselves masters of the sitnation,
ally taken g distaste to them? Such . and by teaching ritual instead of ex-
men should be allowed to go, and we ' emplifying Masonry, have driven from



