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<A pleasant duty devolves on mue this
evening, aithougli 1 regret it lias not fallen
in more zompetent hands. The ladies of
St. George's Lodge, No 41, or rather the
wives and daugliters of the sanie, have in-
vaded your sanctum this evening to request
the acceptance by St. George's Lodgo, of
this cushiion and Bible as a token of their
esteern and respect, for the institution of
Freemasonry. This Bible, being the ligit.
of the world, and censcquently of Masonry,
we trust that ail your actions may lie regu-
iated by the divine precepts it contains;
that you ail may have wisdom to direct you,
strengtlh to support you and thse beauty of
charity to adorn ail your undertaldngs, and
mnay the Great Architcct of the Universe
grant you ail long, useful and happy lives
is the prayer of tise donors."

Dr. Allworth, in accepting the presents
on behiaif of the Lodge, said, Ladies- 'Éie
position in which 1 find mysoîf plaeed this
eveuiucg isl sonieNhat, an embarrasing one
to me, it beiing the first titne that I have
ever hiad the t<"uportunity, within these,
wvalis, of addrcssing an assembly other than
*that composea entirely of members of thse
3fasonic fraternity, and, therefore, if I
shouid iinadvertently give any of our mys-
uLic sigais or betray any of our time-hionored
secrets, I trust, ladies, that you wvill, wvith
your usual generosity, refrain frem taking
undue advantage of thse error thus coin-
mitted. The duty devolving upon me, as
Master of thse Lodge, of cordially welcoxn-
ing you, as 1 new do, to our hall is really a
niost pleasing ene. Thie object of your
visit here this7 evening, at this conveiet
time, Nvhien we hiave just completed-
thse internai. irnprovenients and decor-
ations te, our hall, not oniy fils our liearts
witli'.lie utmest gratitude towards
you, but causes us te, feel that aithougli
thse nature aud calling of the
laws of our Order make it incumabent
upon us to absent ourselves from our do-
mestic circles on stated evenings, and for
a time te be enshrouded in secrecy in our
lodge ron, we possess yonr warmest sym-
pathies ana kindly interest in our good
work-, and, therefore, ladies, it is with the
greatest pleasure that I, on behaif of theJ
inembers ef St. George's Lodge cbeerfully
and tisankfully s.ccept your beautiful offer-
ing and pres6ntation address, assuring you
that your kindness will be long reniembered
by us as a.lodge, and that while this cash-
ion, besides being an ernainent te our altar,
proves its, usefulness in supporting tisat
sacrea volume, witliout which ou *r beloved
,order wonld have had, ne existence, a, fromi
'what is contained within its sacred pagces,
Masenry not erxly owes its enigin, but Nie
in spite ef tisetnany and varied aïfficultieff

'wlnich have in past years beset her path, is
likewise indebted te its divine teacIngs,
for itacentinued lite and steadily increasing
prosperity. The Dr. agained thanked thse
ladies, avd expressed thie hope that lie

i xight have many opportunities in the fut-.
ure of welcoxning tbem te the Masonic Hall

M4iss Maggie McDonald sang"I Ne one te
wvelcome me hiome" in excellent form.

The Rev. E. Rass, wbo is an enthu-
siastic Mason, gave a very interesting ne-
count of the rise and progress of the Order,
wvhichi was bighly appreciated bythose pre-
sent. 'We regret that our space will not,
permit our giving it in full.

Miss Laura Mallott gave a wdll-tinied
selection on thse organ.

Bru. E. R. Sheply had often heard thse
reinark what wvas the use of Freemasonry
to the ladies. He would, that nigist, ex-
plain it to them as well as laid in bis powver.
The noble order to wvhich they belongeci
wvere in duty hound -te protec+, thse vives;
and sisters of inembers of thoir craft, and
if thirtcharacters "vere assailed thiey w.ere

ouU te phold t1xu àThe were aise
hon epotect thse wvidows andl orpians

of deceased mernbers and keep them from
«%vanit; te caret nlly watch the rising ef thse
orphans te see that tisey received a proper
education, and that they were trained up
in a Godly and sober life that they may be
a credit tethe universe. Look at tie una-
ber of widows they had provided for. Thse
only privilege deniedl tbem (tise ladie-s) Nvas
that they were debarred from attending
the iodges. Hie dia net uxean te say thafi
by tbeirbeing, debarred from attending thse
lodlges they were net capable ef keeplmg se-
crets. Wonxauls nature needed ne restrainti
te keep thern in-subjection, but with men
tbey were of such a different nature that it
was abselutely necessary for them. te as-
semble la lodges in order te maintain tbe
discipline tisat was necessa'y ia conducting
the business of tise order.

Miss ?4aggie McDonaldl-"Sweet spirit
hear my prayer."

Dr. Allworth read apiece entitled "'Santa
Clvtus."

Bro. C. Fcx thought that when they were
assembled in* lodge 1, e was quite a speaker1
but lie had fonnd eut his inistake on
this occasion.

Bre. Geo. Mnfaiott was delighted with the
imprevements that had been made in their
hall, and was pieased te see se znany geed-
'leoking faces withi theim.

Bro. Peterson, in a very happy manner,
said lie was -no erater, but he was fend ef
tise ladies. He did net knew whether thse
laies were fond et lira or net. He was
there te enjoy -himnRelf, ana eeusidered

it rivilege te uxeet thse ladies there on 8e
pinasant a mission, and hoped ta meet
them. agaih at Do distuit date.
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