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A WOMAN~S SPEECH ON MA-
SO1NRY.

On St. John's Diýy, iu June, 1885,
Bradford Lodge, No. 12, of Starlie,
Blradford County, Florida, oelebrated
the anniversary in a moat interesting
and profitable manner.

*We had been Be acoustomed te
what xxay be cailed the conservatism
of Freenrasonry, that neyer a wowan
lkas been called upon for a speech, on
any occasion limited to Masonic cere-
j.nonies, save one, when we wcre
present.

Why not, we do0 not undertake to
,explain, but our Florida, brethren
,were fortunate, both iu the oppor.
tunity and speaker, as reportedI by
IRev. J. A. Castel, Chaplain of the
Iodge.

Among the toasts offeredI on the
occasion, was one common enougli at
Masenic banquets, but rarely Bo 'well
xesponded te, as by Mrs. Hunter,
'wife of Bro. ?Ralph E. Hunter, Secre-
tary of Bradford Lodge, îin extenso,"
in respense to, the sentiment offered
te «"Woman'

Worshipfal Master, Brothers and
Sisters-Permit me, in the mnmes of
eil the mothers, wivee, sister6, and
da'ughters of Masons, te thank yen
for these, your kind expressions of
rientiment an. feeling, ana i trust
That yen May ever filnd those of Our
sex who are in any way allied te yen
"help-ineets indeed."

It is true that yoar code of laws 18
zo arranged that you do net permit
us te enter lwithin the veil te solve
the mysteries that envelope the tie
that binds you (for there bias beerr

utone, Miss SA Leger, chronicled
as a "«Fres and Accepted Mason",;)
but we can see the works and work-
ings of the Order. "]By t'neir fruits
abail ye know them." Yes, brotbers-%
b~y their fruits. BTow silently cometh
forth the leaves of the trees; first the
«bud, then the lesves ana the blossom,
ana then the fruit. Silently dees the
great Architect perform bis work, but
.how effectuai Se with Masonry;

with a oharity that vaunteth net, it
distributes blessings on every hand,-
jnst as silently, but juet as effectuai.

We cannot speak of the inuer
workings of the Order, but we cau
speak of its outaide works. To-day
thousands of widews and orphans are
thanking God on bended knees for
t're blessedl Order of Masonry.

How many destitute widows have.
been sustained in their heur of trial
by the kind and brotherly hand of'
Masoury!

How many orphans have beeu
reared and educate. ï, ho sanie
poweri

How nany weary beds of sickness
and death have been attended by
mercy in the forma of Masenry-
speaking in wordsof consolation, lift-
ing up the fainting heart and almost
despairing seul, ana how many
strangers' graves have been sur-
rounded by sympathizing mourners,
because the simple words "a brother,"
had, been whispered.

What otber Order bas remainedl
intact ('with but ene Morgan) from,
the days of Solomon until now, and
who cen estiniate the good that lias
been accemplished in ail t.hose years?
None but the puisant Architect of it
ail.

Sisters, let us thank Goa to-day
that our husbands, fathersl, brothers,
and sous are Masons. We can look
at the fnture and ",fear net," our king
oometh and our protectors are always
near.-Libcr-al Frec»w.son.

On the Oth of April, ultime, Bru.
*A. G. Cunninghiam was installel tas
Wor8hipful Master of St. Andrews'
Lodge, No. 1, Haifsx, N. S., ene of"
the oldest Masoinjo lodges iu Canada.
Its exisience began in 1768, and it
lias had a continued record of honerIana usefuinees np te the present
tume. A zealons mem'bership rejeice
in the prestige dlerived freli fermer
days, and are thus moved tu de the
beat work that now aevolves upon
them.-Freemnasois' Repositor].
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