
Irimel-v Pointers for Amateur Flower Growers

NW W i the timie for making hotbedsfor raising petunias, phlox, asters,.
cockscomubs (celosia christata), and

other annuals. If the bed has been coin-
pleted about a week it should3. be in
fit condition to place seed' boxes li.

Always allow a little air to corne in
at the back of the f rame 50 as to
the hot steam, which always arises
fromn a newly miade hotbed, to run
off. A few finely-sifted coal ashes,
placed on top of mnanure, are very bene-
ficial as they help to keep in the heat.

Seeds of annuals should be sown in
a light, sandy, soul in shallow boxes.
Very fine seeds do not need to be cov-
ered. Sow thema on -top ,of the 'soîl.
Asters, balsamns and zinnias require to
be covered in the soîI at about a depth
the size of the seed. lI sowing ail
kinds of spring seeds, the depth they
should be sown can be judged by the
size of the seed, that is, have just the
sanie depth of earth on the top of the
seed as the seed is high. Seed should
flot be sown ini seed boxes until after
the soil ini the boxes has been wel
watered. After sowing, thé seed shou4d
be- pressed with 'ýoxie 'fat objectjýto
force themn in evenly. IÏ 'is a good
plan to darken the surface with news-
papers or other object to cause the seeds
to germninate quickly. The seeds when
germinating should be watched carefully.
When the shoots begin to show the
covering niust be remnoved. At this
period of growth, ventilation should
be watched closely.

have started growth they may be re-
potted if so desired. Dahlias should
be divided now for summner growth.'

Tulip3 in beds should be uncovered
immnediately to get ail the sun and
light possible.

When ail frost i, out of the graund
and the weather is fairly dry, the lawn
should be rolled. If lawns are in poor
condition, use a standard chemical fer-

A FineAFINE old orchid that is free fiower-
ing and easily grown when once its
requiremnents are understood, is

Coelogyne crîstata. The plant requires a

good porous soil, and not too muet of it.
It is better to use mnoss altogether than.
peat of a low grade. Although when
once well potted, they '-rill sometirnes
grow and fiower well for 10 or 12
vears, that does not inean that, after

just moist by syringing, they will take
hold more freely, and will soon sweil up
again, when they can be more freely
watered.

tilizer to put themi in good order.
Grass edgings should be cut off evenly.

Plants that are broken down romn
winter frosts should be headed back,
and grape vines that have not been
pruned should be treated irnmediately
to prevent bleeding.

If the roots of phlox or other peren-
niais kre' large, divid e thema, using a
sp de or large knife.

Orchici
ing yellow. Plants that have become
too large miay be pulled to pieces, the
dead'roots and somne of the old bulbs
cut away, and as many pieces having
leads placed in the new pots as can be
done *without crowding. They will
shrivel considerably after this operation,
but no attempt should be made to keep
them plump by soaking them with water.
If the plants a-re kept shaded and the soil


