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THE READING OLASS.

Tho teacher who expects to attain the best results in hor man-
agoment of .the reading class, must bo attentive to the following
porticulars: 1. She must comprehend what are the desired ends
of her teaching of this class, 2. Knowing these, she should un-
derstand the best.means and ‘mothods of reaching them. 3. She
will have to be persistent in her offorts to accomplish thers, and be
able to knuw when a fair degreo of proficiency is attained.

I propose only tosay a fow things concerning the first of these
particulars—the ends to be accemplished in tho teaching of the read-
ing class, When I refer to the reading class, I wish to be understood
as that class which begins with the child in its first attempt to learn
tho.signs of ideas as associated with visiblo objects, and continues
on up through every grads of advancement, till it finally emorges
from the tuition of a teacher. The question which every faithful
teacher should settle}within her own mind s, ** What are all the
objects to bo arrived at in teaching reading? What is thoe nature
of them?” If sho has finally settled this matter, she should then
familiarize herself with every principle, every method, calculuted to
develop that purpose, until to hor mind they are as simple:as the
alphabet.

To one who has never given this subject much thought-in its
broadest sense, an outline of the main things to be accomplished
may not bo inappropriate. :

1. 4 Mastery of Words.—The beginniug point in the commence-
ment of teaching every child is to teach him words. He must he
taught to recognize them ss the represontatives of ideas, first as the
signs of objects familiar to him ; and. ag he advances, by revorsing
this order, for he then learns ideas by learmn« to recognize words
which wore not familiar to him.
word, he should be taught to speak it and write it. By the latter
process he is taught te spell the word. It will not be attompted in
this article to suggest mothods. The skillful teacher’s ingenuity
will devise her own. The resulu is all that shall claim our atten-
tion. In the mastery of words, the pupil must learn to recognize
words ; to associafe the word with the idea it represents ; to speak
the word ; and spell tho word by writing it. The accomplishment
of this result is not confined to the primary teacher, but will con-
tinue to be an object of importance as long as the pupil studies the
art of reading. The methods only need varying.

2, Delivery.—After the pupil has been taught a sufficient num-
ber of words to construct into sentences, he should then be taught
to read them in & proper manner. The first principles of delivery
should be taught them at once. The habits of articulation, em-
phasis, inflection, etc., are only perfected when they are enforced
in early youth. .As the pupil. progresses, more of tho principles of
oxpression should be taught him, and when sufficiently advanced,
the terms, definitions, rules, atc., of elocution should be mastered.
All the arts of oratory, all the graces of the elocutionist, should be
taught, if he continues in school. long ouongh for their accomplish-
ment.

8+ Increasing the Child's Vocabulqry.—No other subject is so in-
portant.as this, When a pupil becomes. the master of a large vo-
cabulary of words and knows.their moanings, he is then in possess-
ion of such ‘means as enable him ¢o think, Our ideas.are. always
thought in. words and expressed. in- words. If we notice our own
cogitations, we will always find ourselves employing words to aid us
in following out. a. train of thought, The child’s knowledge- of
words should be as much expanded &5 is possible. Right here Xwill
venturo to suggest that the dictionary is perhaps the best aid in the
sccomplishment of thisend.  Giving definitions, synonyms, and the
various moanings will bo 4 -most valuable exercise. As the pupil

expression.

When tho child learns to know a}

progresses, o stidy of tho otymology of overy new word ¢oming
up for discussion will strongthen this knowledge. A thorough
drill in theso oxorcises will prove most invaluable to the pupil in
the pursuit of the knowledgo of other branchoes.

4. The Study of Lauyuage. —Tho reading recitation affords many
and cz;gcellent oppurtunities for acquiring an intimacy with the
structure of ouwr languago. The relation and government of our
words may be taught a long while before the pupil is capacitated
for the investigation of technical grammar. Cortain slato exercises
on the reading lesson will result in a development of the powers of
Children under skillful teaching will have made con-
siderable progress in a knowledge of their language while yet read-
ing in tho primary readers. Tt should not be taught in a desultory
mannver, either ; the simplest principles should be first developed,
and afterwards moro complex ideas mwastered. What is taught
should be thorough as far as it goes.

8. Learmng the Ltements of viiier Brancites. —In our reading bovks
there are many lessons which teach facts pertaining to other studies.
Biography, history, geography, and science are all more or less re-
preserted in the reading exorcises of our text-books. The teacher
should see that they-are fully understood by the pupil. It will
often-be necessary to supplement these lessons.with explanations
by the teacher, in order to make their meaning plain. It is proper
that pupils have regular exercises in reading, writing, or script.
Lessons p]nced on the board by the teacher, in which are stated the
elements of science, or some other branch of knowledge, will answe,
a two-fold purpose—a reading lesson, and a lesson in & collateral
study. Such lessons heighten the interest, quicken the thinking
faculties, increase the common fund of knowledge, and improve the
memory.

6. The Study of Literature.—Just now this subject is receiving
some of the attention that its importance deserves. While it is

irpossible to discuss this matter as fully in a brief space as it

merits, a hint ought to be-sufficient to the wide-awake teacher,
that her ‘work is not satisfactorily or cftectually - proformed if she
pass this matter unheeded: Biographical sketches should be writ-
ten on the board, and the pupils encouraged to:hunt up information
on the same subject for themselves. They should further be re-
quired to write up suchs: ketches. They must.be instructed in the
peculiarity of style of eachauthor. The productions should beana-
lyzed, and the choice thoughts memorized. By beginning with
the child at an early nge, and teaching no more than it isable to
comprehend, and keeping it until it has grown into -the young
lady or- gentleman, a large amount of -culture in this direction will
be qulto preceptible,

7. The Cultivation of the Voice. —If the teacher is perfectly well
informed, regardmg all that is incumbent upon her’in developing a
proper culture of her pupils, she will not neglect this. No rules
are-to be given here. Pleasing voices dolight us.all, They im-
press us agreeably or otherwise according to their character, and if
there is such a thing as improving.an unpleasent voico by culti-
vation, that teacher is greatly to blame who fails to make an effort
towards its accomplishnient. The voice is susceptible of cnltivation
to & great degreo of power ; its expression may be made beautiful
and varied ; and its care should constitute s large share of attention.
Tho nature of certain kinds of food, the dress, the use of stimulants,
and. exerciso, should ve fully. explained to every one, and all bu re-
quired- to conform- to such”rules ‘as will promote and. preserve its
power and beauty.

8. CGultivativg a Love for Reading.—No teacher has fully ucceed-
od"who has failed to implant in her pupils a-passionate love for
reading, Not readiing fof mere entertainment of the mind, but the
nobler, the higher uses of sceking wisdom.in the realm of thought,
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