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attendance nt sonie schol for one hundred and ten days in each year,
on the part of all childreý i rom 9ven to thirteun years of age,
uiless preventod by sickness or other reasonable cause, Ve are
still troubled m ith the ovils of irregular and nion.attendanco, anid
no industrial school lias been established by the statu to receivo
vagranit children and incorrigil-'es. Now vhy is this? The fault
is certainly not in the la-,, for all the imachinery needed to-enforce
the compulsory clause is provided. Trustees arc eipowered tu
levy a rate of oie dollar per nonth upon the parent or guardian
of each child kept from sehool in violation of the law, or tho cul-
prit may be sîîmumoned before a magistrato, who is empowered to
fine him tive dollars for the tirst offlnce and double that ainount
for each subs<quent offence.

In proof of the fact that iwe are still troubled with the ovils of
rregular and non-attendance, we need only refer to the last report

Of thel Minister of Education. There ve find that the registered
attendance for 1884 was466,917, and the average attendance 221,861,
or not quite 48 per cent. of those registered. This means that not
more than roity.eight scholars out of every hundred attended
school regularly during that year. One other fact more directly
learing upon :ie subject before us lias yet to be statcd; no less
than 0,959 children between the ages of seven and thirteen years,
or about twenty per cent, of the registered, were returnîed as net
attending school for the minimum number of days required by
law. Can we wonder that in a very intellh:tent and appreciative
article upon our school systei which appt..îred recently in the
English "Schoolhnaster," our low rate of average attendance
should bu the subject of remarks. I an quite aware that the cir-
cuîmstances of the country are agains, as good an attendance of
pupils as can be secured in most European countries ; but why
should it bo any lower than in Australia, wlere it ranges front 73
per ccnt. in Western Australia to 57 in New Southi Wales. lin
Victoria, whose population ard nuiber of persons to the square
mile corresponds nost closely with our own, the percentage of
average attendance is 64. Evidently the law of conpulsory educa-
tiois not a dead letter there as it is allowed to be with us. I
have nut yut heard of an instance in which any board of tiustees
lias tried te enforce the law by cither levying the rate they are
empowered te do upon negligent parents or gnardians, or by biîng-
ing then before a magistrate. It would bu interesting to know
what proportion of adults among those who have received theair
education solely at our publie schools can write a lutter decntly,
and read a newspaper paragraph intelligently. I fear it would net
be found te be a large one. -

If thera is irregular attendance at school there is defective edu-
cation, and defective education is sure te show itself in after life.
Why then is the compulsory parte oour sclool law not put in force?
I fear that while some boards of trustees are ignorant of it, a
good many more ignore it. I am quite aware that a rigid enforce-
ment of i would work gr% -vous wrong in a good many cases. Take
for instance that of this city. For many years past the persistent
efforts of our Board of Public School Trustees have not been able
to meet the demands for school accommodation owing te our rapid
increase of population. These efforts have been haupered, teo, by
that vexatious clause in our school law which gives municipal coun-
cils contrIl over the expanditure for school buildings, etc. In view
of these diflieulties it would have been impossible to have carried
out the compulsory law in this city, and other boards may have lad
similar obstacles to contend witl. But I an su:e witl tho mîajority
of schoul corporations throughout the countrj the enforconctut of.
school attendance would n, t b an impossibe, and with many of
them, not a Iard tak. If a penalty of some kind were imposed
upon negligent trustees,as well as upon neg.igent parents, our aver.

age attendance would be imiroved, and two other good rcsults
would follow lin the first place children would get a botter edu-
cation, and thus would b btterprepared for performing the du&ies
of citizenship afteru':ards, and in the second, the average cost per
pupil would b lessened. - It is one of the anomalies of our school
systeni that notwithstanding 'the lower sa!aries paid te teachers in
our rural schools, the cost for education in those schools is higher
than it is either iii cities or towe. This is owing te their low rate
of attendace. Durmng sone parts of the year in country schools it
Es ahlnost nominal; wera regalar attandance insisted upon this
anonaly would disappear.

Emerson has said in his epigrammniatic way, that it is better to be
unborn thrant unauglt, atid no st ite systemn of education can be con-
sidered complete that does net make provision for tiat large class
of our juvenile population whiclh cones under the head of vagrants
and incorrigibles. For sucli as these special schools must be pro-
vided, and thitis is a iatter which lias not esc.iped the attention of
this Association. In 1868 a motion was passed in faveur of estab-
lishing industrial schools for training our vagrant juvenile popula-
tion. In 1870 the motion I have already read to you, which formed
part of a report of a conmittea, was adopted. In 1873 I had the
hionor of readinmg a paper upon the subject, the discussion upon
which resulted in the appointmnent of a committee "l te wait upon
the Governîn nt, and impress upon them the necessity of establish-
ing one or more such schools in this province."

A standing committee upon Industrial Schools was subsequently
appoin ted, but without any effectual result. Enough lias been said
however, te show the interest that lias been taken in this subject in
past years. The fact that the Govurnmîent lias paid no attention
te it is a sufficent reason for us still te keep the subject before us.
Professor Euxley lias well said that no plan of national education
is conplete unless it begins in thegutter and ends in the university.
Ours certainly ends in the righît place, but where does it begini
Certainly not se low down as the gutter, and yet we have a large
nuimber of children in our midst who are shewn by the report of
the Minister of Education to be attending no school whatever-
children cither without parents, or whose parents are incompetent
te maiage theni, and who eventually. grow up te bu a means of
supply for our crininal population. The following wise words of an
eminent statesman and scholar, who showed himself to be far in
advance of his tinte, I mean Sir Thomas More, are very we'l worthy
of being weighed in coimection with ttis.subject. "If you allow
your people te b badly tanght, their morals to be corrupted fron
childhood, and then when they are men, punish them for the very
crimes te which thay have been trained in childhood, what is this
but to iake thieves, and then te punisht them." What has our
Legislature doue to secure the proper trainlig of these children
Nothing, further than passing an act te sànction the establishment
of i..dustrial schools. There, not only the Legialature but the
Governîment seem te think that their duty ends, and yet I know of
no duty that more legitimately belongs te the government of a
country than the proper caro of these neglected children. I have
often thought that if a man like Goldsmith's Citizen of the World
visited this country, lie would be as much anused with the incon.
sistencies in the management of our public affairs as Goldsnith's
character was with those of tle Mai in Ble.ck. He would find that
while our Le -islature shows its benevolent solicitude not only for the
insane, but for idiots, for the deaf and dumb, and for the blind by
providmng asyluins for then, it shows itself totally indifferent to the
welfare of those iteglected boys and girls who infest our streets and
lanes, and Imitini it ngiht s &vu fromt a life of crime, and make useful
iembrs o! the couxunun cy, by a jadicious expenditure et motiy

which vieuld net ainount te se much as lias te a e pert up ni tlîein
afterwards as criminals.

(To bn concluded in Mie next issue).


