A Teacher's Home Reading.

one ; while Stephenson was jeered for
bringing forward a scheme which in
fifty years has produced changes in
the commerce, the manners and cus-
toms of the people, so vast, so per-
tentous, as to be almost incredible.
In philosophy, changes as great have
also taken -place. Recalling these
matters, and noting how many thou-
sands of earnest, honest men have
suffered and died, have persecuted
and been persecuted, in support of
ideas which subsequently proved to
be false, how essential is it that we
should carefully study every question
from various points of view, form an
opinion about it, and, if necessary,
maintain it—notdogmatically, butwith
reason; not arrogantly, but with dig-
nity, admitting the difficulty of form-
ing a correct judgment, and giving to
our apponents the same credit for
honesty in the search for truth that
we claim ror ourselves. From our
reading, then, we should find that it
is no sign of wisdom to form an
opinion hastily, or of determination
to hold to it firmly when it-has been
proved erroneous, nor of earnestness
and singleness of mind when we turn
to accuse those who differ from .us
of foolishness or dishonesty. But
there is a further benefit in the plea-
sure we derive from books. Life was
not meant to be passed solely in
eating, sleeping, and working. .To
the man who considers it should be
s0, life becomes a servitude, his work
a drudgery, and at last he brecaks
down underit. We are better able. to
go on with our work when a little
pleasure is mixed up" with it; and
what pleasure can equal that.derived
from books? What friends have we
better than books? They never leave
us ; they never change; not do thev
fail to satisfy our cravings after knowl-
edge, Do we want to learn about
our bodies and their functions, or of
the stars and the earth ? in science we
can satisfy ourselves. Do we.wish to
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study the lives of nations, the theo-
ries of government, the habits and
manners of people of all ages and
countries? history will unfold her pan-
orama and teach us. Do we wish to
turn our imagination to lofty thouglits
and noble deeds? we have our poets.
Not only are they our friends to help
us, whatever the line of our duties,
but they are our friends whatever
may be our humour. Are we gay or
light-hearted ? we may laugh at Mrs.
Malaprop, enjoy the fun of Mark
Twain, or amuse ourselves with ¢ Fal-
staff.”  Are we sad P—

“ We may read ffom the humbler poets,
Wiose songs gushed’from their hearts "’-—

read until

“The cares that infest the day,
Jold their teats like the Arabs,
And as silently steal away.”

Are we weak; faint-hearted, weary of
well-doing, troubled about a.thou-
sand and onevexationsand trials? -we
may take our histories and biogra-
phies,.and. read how .good men and
true, firm.-of :purpose- and -strong- of
heart, struggled. .with- temptations
greater, trials more numerous. and
disappointments more-vexatious;-and
died. triumphant, leaving theit names
blazoned on. the book of Fame—
read. till our minds are inspired and
our- wills strengthened, till our trou-
bles have: disappeared; and: we have
resolved that though ours:be mot the
good. fortune to make a:name- in his-
tory, we will do our duty as earnestly
and faithfully as those whom: fame: has
declared most worthy of a world’s
honour. And what shall- we read?
Read all the best books..we can.ob-
tain. | I believe with Lord Brougham
that “everyone:-shouid know a little
of everything, and everything of some-
thing ;” .and in the present day; with
good. literature so-cheap.and.abun-
dant, itis possible-for all of us to.ac-
quire, through home reading, a large
fund of general knowledge.



