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446 APPENDIX.

through the civil tribunals of the country, such a course

will render the longer continuance of South Carolina in

the Union inconsistent, and that they will thenceforth hold

themselves absolved from all further connection with the

other states, and will proceed to organize a separate inde-

pendent government.

This is the case of South Carolina, placed in contrast

with that of the New England States. The document
which contains these provisions, was prepared under the

eye, if not by the hand of the same Mr. Hayne, who pro-

nounced the conduct of the authors of the Hartford Con-
vention " utterly indefensible." This declaration referred

to the time when, and the circumstances under which, the

Hartford Convention assembled. That time, and those

circumstances, have been repeatedly alluded to and de-

scribed in the course of thi? work. They were alarmi'ng^

and portentous, fraught with danger and distress to the

country, and foreboding ruin to the Union and Constitution.

Far different were the times and the circumstances when
the South Carolina Convention passed their ordinance.

Their time was a time of peace and prosperity. The coun-

try was pressed by no enemy from without, and by no tu-

mult or insurrection within. Agriculture, commerce, and

manufactures, were flourishing beyond all former exam-

ple, and the country was advancing in numbers, wealth,,

and power, in a degree surprising to ourselves, and asto-

nishing to all other nations. If there is any peculiar merit

on the part of South Carolina, in choosing this halcyon

period, for making such arrogant claims, and fur throwing

the Union itito a state of discord, fermentation, and ani>

mosity, when all things else were at peace, it would not

be amiss if those grounds were more explicitly stated. At

present, they will be disallowed by every virtuous, intelli-

gent, and patriotic mind. The Hartford Convention re-

commended no measure which had the slightest tendency

to prostrate the national constitution, or to destroy the
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