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the fire of the besiegers becoming too
hot for the besieged, the fort with the
garrison of fifty-six men and fifty
pieces of cannon was surrendered,
and the Quebec company became
master of the field. |

At theend of fifteen months,
D’Iberville returned to France, leaving
one La Forét governor of the place.

In 1696, the English appeared be-
fore the fort with four vessels of war
and one gun boat. La Forét disputed
their landing as well as he was able;
all, however, of no avail, as the garri-
son was soon compelled to surrender
the fort. making it a stipulation that
they should retain the beaver skins
in the fort; a stipulation which, the
French say; the English failed to
keep, and took the beaver skins and
an Iroquois Indian Chief with them to
England.

- The French government, incensed at
the conduct of the English, now deter-
mined to make vigorous efforts to re-
establish their authority at Fort Nel-
son. For this purpose, the King sent
out a2 squadron of four prime vessels,
the Pelican, the Palmier, the Weesph
and Le Profond, with instructions to
capture Fort Nelson at all hazards.

These vessels, after a voyage of
nearly six months, arrived in view of
For('; Nelson on the 3rd September,
1697. ‘

Two days afterwards, they were
surprised to find three ships, under
full sail, coming up the Hudscn’s Bay.
These ships were the English ships,
the Hampshire, fifly-six cannons and
250 men; the Dering, of thirty-five
guns, and the Hudson Bay, of thirty-
two guns,

Mr. de Bacqueville, one of the of-
ficers of the expedition, gives a full
and particular account of all the man-
ceuvres of the French squadron till it
reached Fort Nelson, and made war
upon the English and their vessels,
amidst the ice of Hudson’s Bay and on
land up to that time more frequented
by the Esquimaux, bears, wolves and
other wild animals than by civilized

people. His account of this outward-
bound voyage, and all its incidents,
from its beginning to its termination,
though most interesting, can only re-
ceive a short notice here. Suffice it to
say, that Serigni, Lieutenant of Le
Palmier, with this expedition, on its
setting out from Rochelle, on the 7th
of April, 1697, found himself in com-
mand of the fleet, owing to the absence
of D'Iberville, who had been occupied
conducting an enterprise for capturing
the English forts or trading-houses on
the coasts of Newfoundland and Cape
Breton. It was the King’s instructicn
that D’Iberville should be placed in
command at Plaisance, a large and
beautiful bay of Newfoundland, and
be responsible for the success of the
expedition to Hudson’s Bay.

. When the French squadron arrived
at Plaisance, they found that D’Iber-
ville was absent, making war on the
English settlements in Acadia (Nova
Scotia). Before M. d’Iberville arrived
at Plaisance, M. Du Brouilion, governor
of the place, had made an unsuccessful
attempt to take St. John's (Newfound-
land) by sea, and had returned to his
government. When M. d’Iberville
came back, DuBrouillon and he cea-
certed together as to the best means
to be taken to possess themselves of
the island. The plan adopted was a
combined attack to reduce St. John's,
the principal place of the island. M.
d’Iberville appointed Montigni; lieu-
tenant of a Canadian infantry com-
pany, to be his lieutenant; and then,
with Du Brouillon in command of a
detachment, the combined forees took
up their winter march. The enter-
prise proved successful and St John’s
fell, under and by the skilful manage-
ment of an able commander:. What-
ever credit was to be taken out of the
capture belonged to the French Can-
aclians, to whom D'Iberville had given
the foremost place in the campaign.
D'Iberville also had in his retinue
Pierre Jeanbeoville, an Abenaqui In-
dian Chief, and L’Abbé Baudoin, who
rendered much service in inspiring the

PROVIKCIAL ARCHIVES 0 B.C.



