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medium of the planter. The planter obtains from
the merchant the necessary outfit for the fisher-
men in clothes and goods, and this is sold on credit.
On his return from the fisheries (the chief of
which are off the Great Bank), he seizes the catch
and repays himself, and the merchant, who dis-
poses of the fish. Thus: the fishermen are kept
in a hopelessly poor and dependent posi-
tion.

Of course, since our arrival, we have heard
every side of this much-vexed Fishery Question.
But at least we can now fully understand the “life-
and-death” importance of the question to the
island, of the curtailment of their fishery grounds
by the French shore dispute. The life of the cod-
fish and lobster is the life of the Newfoundlanders,
and to lessen their catch of fish is to lower pro-
portionately their already low standard of living.
The question of the French obtaining bait and
erecting lobster factories is discussed at every
dinner table. Mr. Baird, by defying Sir Baldwin
Walker, is called the village Hampden. They
feel deeply the apparent want of sympathy of the
Home Government, and indeed it cannot be easy
for Her Majesty’s Ministers to understand the vital
interests involved in this dispute to the islanders
without a personal visit to St. John'’s.

We should like to have visited the disputed
fishing shore off the islands of St. Pierre and




