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PUT RIGHT.

On the 27th of last month the Times, in
order to show what dreadful burdens the
people of protectionist countries have to
bear, declared that in Franoce $140,000 000
was paid into the Treasury of the nation for
atamps alone. We were morally certain at
‘the time that there was some mistake about
this, but not having a late authority at hand
we were nob able to correot the organ’s
blunder. We have now before us the
Statesmen’s Year Book for 1894. From it
we find that the revenue in France from
stamps in 1894 was 161,785 000 francs. This
is little more than $32,000,000. There is, as
even the Times must see, a great deal of
difference between $32,000,000 and $140,-
000,000. We find from the same authority
that the revenne from stampe of one kind
and another in 1893 was in Great Britain
£13,788 383, and the estimabe for 1894 was
£13,000,000, or considerably over three hun-
dred million franos. This is not at all to
be wondered at, for as Great Britain collects
a comparatively small customs revenue ib
must get the money to carry on the Govern-
ment from other sources, and a revenue
from stampe is perhaps as little burdensome
as the same amountimposed in anyother way.
Our contemporary should try and be sure of
ite facts. It will have to be admitted that it
is—to use the mildest word we can think of
—very careless in this respect. Its great
object is to make a point, or whabt it consid-
ers a point, in favor of the cause it advo-
cates, and it is not at all particalar how it
accomplishes its purpose.

CONVERTED.

The Times no doubt is delighted to find
that Mr. Hewitt Boatock’s visit to the in-
terior of the Province has been of the
utmost benefit to him from an educational
point of view. We do not know that he set
out on his travels to improve his mind and
to widen his views, but his journey east-
wards, if the Nelson Miner tells the truth,
has had that effect.

When Mr. Bostock left Victoria a few
weeks ago on an electioneering tour, he was
known to be an ardent free trader. He was
a candidate for nomination by the
free trade party in  this oity,
and it was ab one time generally believed
that he would be one of the bearers of the
free trade “standard. But intercourse
with the miners and the ranchers of
the West has, according to the friendly
Miner, had the effect of opening that gentie-
man’s eyes to the fact that free trade as it
is in England 'is not adapted to the circum-
atances of the inhabitants of this Province,
The Miner’s article hds every appearance of
being inspired by Mr. Bostock or some one
greatly interested in his suocess as a poli-
‘ticiap. “This" is whab it says about his
present? views with regard 6 a trade
polioy for the Dominion of Canada. * With
regard to the tariff, Mr, Bostock, whatever
‘his own private convictions may be, recog-
nizes that free trade will not suit Canada.”

This, we must oonfess, is rather unhappily
expressed, for it conveys the idea that Mr.
Bostock believes one thing while he pro-
fesses something else very different indeed.
Bat it would be unfair to’hold him respon-
aible for the ambiguous expressions of the
editor of the Miner: We are
quite ready to admit that Mr. Bos-
tock’s oconversion to moderate protec.
tion has been sincere, that inquiry and

-reflection have really oconvinced him that
‘the policy advocated by the leader of the
*Liberal party and propagated by the organ
+of that party in this city, is not the poticy
‘that suits British Columbia or any other
part of this Dominion.

We expect that when Mr. Bostock comes
to Vistoria he will call his late friends
together, relate to them his experience in
the East, and show them why he is unable
to oo.operare i)olibioslly “with them any
longer. We do not for one moment sup-
pose that he will in Victoria recant the
recantation he made in  Nelson. -Having
changed his views on the tariff question,
whioh is really the only plank of the Liberal
platform, he will, of course, give up his in:
tention of opposing Mr. Mara in the Yale-
Cariboo district.

SECRET SESSIONS.

‘A meeting of the City Council, from
which reporters were excluded, was held
yesterdsy. The business transacted ab that
meeting was important. An engineer was
engsged at a very high rate of remunera-
tion. © The Council, ab that secres meeting,
disposed of upwards of three thousand dol-
lars of the ratepayers money. Should not
the men whose money was thus freely ex-
pended know something about the condi-
tions of the agreement, and are they not
entitled to some information relative to the
qualifieations and the antécedents of the en.
gineer who was employed ? Itis impossible
to see why the business was done in this
sccret manner. The whole city is deeply
interested ‘in the ‘business transacted, and
the money expended belongs to the people
and not to the Aldermen. There are gen-
tlemen in the Council who, before they were
elacted, professed to have a great respect for
the electors. This system of holding secret
meetings in which to transact public busj-
ness is not exactly the way in which oneg
might expect the sincerity of those gentle-
men’s professions is to be demonstrated.

For our part we cannob see why the Coun:
<il should meet in secret session at all; The
business before the Council affects the rae-
payers and they should know how it is done,
We have heard hints of work being per-
formed at these sessions from which the
public are excluded in & very looss and

slovenly manner.  We are by no méans sute | choools

that the'aldermen themselves before meany

reporters were not present at ‘yesterday’

meeting, - Publicity iss help to the Council

as well as & wholesome check. :
‘4 SATISFAOTORY UTTERANOCE.
The speech made l;—Sh Edward Grey in

the House of Commons » listle more than | Istg

woek ago made it clear that Lord . Rose-
bery’s Government had determined to pur.
sue a firm polioy in Africa and elsewhere,
So satisfactory was the speech of the talent-
ed Under Secretary that it extorted com.
pliments and expressions of satisfaction
from the Opposition. Mr. Chamberlain was
peculiarly emphatic in his commendation,
and it is said shat the nation breathes more
freely sinoe that speech was made. There
is nothing that the British people dislike so
mach as a weak and vacillating foreign
policy. They like to see their Government
show a bold front to the foreign nation
that offends it or questions its right to do as
itis doing. They are just mow greatly in-
terested in Africa. They would not allow
the Government to abandon Uganda and
Mr. Gladstone never recovered the prestige
he lost when, as the peopls believed, he
showed a want of vigor in standing up for
British interests in Egypt. :

Mr. Labouchere did not increase his popu-
larity by his adverse oriticism of Sir Edward
Gray’s well-considered and timely spsech,
He is the leader of the ** Little Eogland ”
faction that has fallen into disrepute,
That faction despises the colonies and
it would rather see Great Britain abandon
its possessions beyond the seas than do any-
thing or spend any money to acquire new
territory. But there is a conviction now
in the Mother Country that Britain, stripped
of her Uolonies, would be no longer Great
Britain. The feeling in these days is rather
to draw the ocolonies oloser to Great Britain
than to drive them away, and it is cheering
to observe that this feeling is warmly
reciprocated by many in all the Colonies,
It is because the people of Eogland are
determined to cetain the Colonies that they
are pleased to find that the Government is
resolved to pursue a vigorous foreign
policy, and this is why ' the speech of Sir
Edward Grey was received so gladly and
praised so highly.

4 GOOD TIMP OOMING.

The New York Herald. is strongly of
opinion that the time of business depression
is passing away. It sees encouraging signs
in many directions. It will have to be
admitted that it is 8 good authority on such
a subjeot, for its opportunities for obtaining
reliable information are many and its out-
look is wide. In the Weekly Herald of the
27th we find, in an article headed ‘“An
Eacouraging Business Outlook,” the follow-
ing paragraph :

Ibis argued that there can be no lastin
proeperity unless we have good ‘crops mg
scund money. These - being given, good
would follow of course. Now, in even the
most gonservative Ill:mmﬂh and ‘manufae-

- Hines there necessarily a speculs-
tive element, and the successful men
those . who- look ahead and adjust
their affairs to meet  future condi-
tlons. - These men “regard the ouslook

d? that there isat

and that a period
is inevitable. The prospeots of the crops in
this country are  favorable and -their pro-
mises to be an increased demand for them
from abroad. Itis true that the radical de.
fects of our mo

duced the present ‘orisis, remain un
bub the people are hopeful that the nexs
Congress will deal intelligently with this

It will have to be admitted that there is a
large  element of unoertainty in this fore-
east, No man can tell to-day in any State
of the Union what the harvest will be, and
the course which the politicians will take it
into their heads to pursue with respect to
silver and the currency generally is even
harder to foresee than the meteorlogical
condition of the country durisg the next few
months.  The average American politician
in- these Bays has become wonderfully
wroog-headed and bewilderingly capricious.

b is impossible even to conjecture how bhe
will think or what he will do when congress
meets again. Bub the Ameriocsn nation is
strongandrobust and the tinkeringof political
quacks, nomatter how unreasonable they may
be,or whatmad experiments they may try,can-
not do it much harm, There is enough hon-
eat- patriotism'and sound common seuse in
the country, when they are once roused to
action, 6o " kunock ‘the quacks and their
remedien sky high hefore they can do it any
material barm. It is this conviction *that

SOUTH AMERIOAN BOSSES.
There are bosses in South America as

well as in the northern continent, There |

are patriots who are patriots for revenue
only inthe Bouth as there are in the North.
The South American bosses call themselves
liberators, principally we suppose, becanse
they do not liberate. The New York Times
gives the following description of the Vene.
zuelan liberator, Joachim Crespo : :

(]

In some respeots the Vemezumelan boss
might give lessons to our own North Ameri.
oan libertadors. There are several avenues

which he has o

have permitted to remain
instance, Crespo keeps a hotel at
To put up ab this hotel is a condition pre-
cedent not only to carrying on ‘any negotia-
tions with the Government, but to leading
aquiet life at Caracas and even to remain.
ing atlarge. When a steamer arri
Venezuelan troops form a cordon a

gers who' are

enezuela and dlso about their effects
discoursge the nmorbid ourioeity of the
Venezuelan - Custom Houge officers. The
bosa also keeps'in connection with the hotel
the -official barber’s shop and the official
oloﬁ;h(nﬁ store of Caracas, and the C

‘~holds the monopoly of milk and
be,

There are other souroes of income apper-

that the official performances of the Ven-
ezuelan boes are such as in civilizad ocoun-
tries come under the purview of the police
courts rather than of international tribunals,
and enough to make a common North Amer-
ican boes like Platt yearn for the more gen-
ial climes where a boss-calls himself a lib-
ertador. i .

A knowledge of the worthlessness of the

Venezuelan libertador, however, does not

zens in the United States taking the part of
J. Crespo when he has a dispute with Great
Britain. Aoccording to vhem the British
must necessarily be in the wrong and the

‘the Japaness with a

honest Crespo the victim of John Bull’s in-
satiable greed. Although they would mnot
acoept Crespo’s notefora hundreddollarsthey
urge the United States Government to take
bis part in & dispute, the merits of whioh
are utterly unknown to them.

The way in which many Americans be-

come the . champions of the petty tyrants.

and robbers of the. South Amerjoan repub-
lics is very ridiculons. Although these men
show that they have not the most remote
conoception of what rational liberty means,

their American backers are ready without
inquiry to take their side, and to abuse the
British as soon as they hear that any of
them has a misunderstanding with Great
Britain, the country which has taught the
whole world the lesson of true freedom.
The arrogance of the Americans in this mat.
ter would be amusing if it were not so
aggravating,

OHINA’S FAILURR.

One of the causes of the shameful exhibi-
tion which China has made of itself in the
war with Japan is confidently declared to
be the corruption that prevails in that coun-
try among men of all ranks and all condi-
tions. The Government is outrageously
cheated by not only the contractors who
supply it with what it needs, but by iteser-
vants who are paid to see that it is not de-
frauded. The ovontractor and the Govern.
ment servant conspire to cheat the country,
and the consequence is that almost every
artiole supplied to the Government is of an
inferior quality, and many of them are
wholly unfit for use, v

It is not difficult to see how this system of
wholesale fraud could make even a good
army inefficient, but when,we find it prac-
tised by those who are entrusted with sup-
plying it with men ite utter worthlessness
ocan easily be accounted for, We are told
that obsolete arms were purchased for the
army and that it was supplied with worth-
less powder. We read that officers, both of
the army and the navy, reported men for
daty and drew pay for them when there was
ot one:man in ‘the ranks for swenty thad
were on-the muster rotl
when a call was made for troops these ras-
oally officers had to fill the ranks with the
off-scourings of the cities and with ocoolies
who were wholly ignorant of the use of
arms. Then the Government was spme-
lessly cheated with - respect to the food sup-
plied to the army. It was bad as to quality
and insufficient as to quantity.

This ragoality is practised, it is said, in
every branch of the public service. ' The
taxes are farmed out and comparatively
little of what is equeezed out of the people

" | reaches the national treasury. [There may

be much exaggeration in all this, but the
very ineffective resistance which the Chinese
have made to their active, well-organized
and plucky invaders shows very clearly
that there must be something very
rotben in the state of China. The Chi-
mese are nob wanting ~ in either,
courage or intelligence and there is every
reason, to believe that if the affairs of the
Empire had been ably and honestly. man-
aged a Chinese army, well armed and well
fed, would have been a match, or perhaps
more than a mateh, for a Japanese army of
equal numeriocal strength. ?

It is said, too, that the Chinese are utterly
wanting in patriotism and that they do not
know what loyalty means. This we believe
to be a very gross misrepresentation. 14
oan be easily seen that the Chinese on this
side of the Pacific love their country and
take the liveliest interest in the pro-
gress of the war. They, .to0; hate
deep and a
hearty hatred.. This of itself could be taken
advantage of by a skilful ruler; and wonld
not he o bad substitute for patriotism, if
patriotism ‘were wanting, which we do ‘nob
believe to be the caie.. We are strongly of
opinion that.vhe disasbers of the present war
are almost wholly owing to the incapacity of
the rulers of China and the dishonesty of
those whom they employ. ' ;

L
TRE PUBLIC HEALTH.

It is difficult to ssy too much abong the
necessity of obeying the laws of healh,
Life is a very precious thing, and those who
sacrifice it needlessly commit a crime of the
deepest dye. - Health is the most valuable
of human possessions and b should not be
wantonly imperilled. The experience of
civilized countries has shown thab life oan be

among them the deadliest of poisons, It
is now known that corporations oan, and do,
injare, ' otten irreparably, the health of
thousands who-live under their jurisdiction.
It may be spid that they do mob wilfplly
destroy life and impair health, but if they,
by neglecting the means of prevention whioh
they could easily adopt, inopease the death-
rate of the cities under their care, and if by
this negleot they permit, digeases: to commi
ravages, %0 undermine the constitations of
the young and to make the lives of the aged

A BRI b

Wealso retit that |

‘averted, he or she is as surel y murdered as

*11f polson had been deliberately administered.

People generally do not think enough of
the responsibility that men whose daty it is
to preserve the publié health incur, They
are responsible for all the deaths apd all the
sickness that the observanoce of known laws
or precautions would have prevented.

It has been shown that the death rate of
olties can, by adopting the means knowmto
science, be very materially diminished.
Here is a case in point. In Frankfurt in
1865, the number of deaths from typhoid
for every 100,000 inhabitants was 80 2.  [n
1874 it had risen to 112. Sanitary improve-
ments were then commenced. Sewers were
oconstructed and the water supply was im-
proved. What was the result? In 1891
the death rate from typhoid fover had de-
oreased to 6 per 100,000 inhabitants, and in
1893 ib wae atill further reduced to 4 6.
Thus sanitary improvements had saved 107
persons in every 130,000 of the population
from death by typhoid alone. The improve-
ment of the general health of the city can
be readily inferred from these figures for the
diminution of the oases of typhoid mush
have been proportionste to the diminution
of deaths ; and the same sanitary improve-
ments which lessened the deaths and the
sickness from typhoid must have lessened
the deaths and the sickness from some other
diszeases.

Would not the Corportion of Frankfurt
be responsible for any increase of deaths
from typhoid if they now should neglect the
sewers, the water supply, and the other
improvements that had caused such a
wonderful diminution of the death rate of
the city ?

Faote of this kind are published
for the information of the rulers of oities
everywhere. No man in these days who
can read should be allowed to plead ignor-
ance of fhe gnod effects which the observance
of sanitary law produoes ; and if he is in
authority he cannot be held guiltless if he
negleots to give his support to what are
known to be sanitary improvements. Too
livtle thought is given to this matter both by
the city’s rulers and the citizens. One does
not like to think of the number of lives that
are lost and the suffering endured every year
in many ocities—Viotoria among . the rest—
through the ignorance, the supineness and
the neglect of the men who are chosen to
manage their affairs.

WHAT BXPERINNCE TBACHES.

Experienoce is the greatest of all teachers,
Proteation as a trade policy is not an exper-
iment. Itisin vogue -in every country in
Europe, except Great Britsin ; ibis the policy
of the United States and of Amstralia. In
brief, ontside of Great Britain, the world is
protectionist.  We see a great- deal in. the
local press and by local stump orators about
s system which is effote, gorrupt and totter-
ing to its fall, We are asked to believe that
it is anti-modern, foesilized and moss-grown.
The truth is, the world over sentiment never
was 80 very much in favor of the principle
of protecting home industries as it is to-day.

It may be said thas the world is wrong,
A man who is not sober himself is very apt
to acouse everybody else of being drunk,
and a man who is not_sane usually believes
the rest of the universe to be crazy ; but
fortunately these isolated opinions do not
prevail. . So, when we are told that nine-
tenths of the civilised peoples on the globe
are all astray in believing in protection and
the other tenth alone is right, we must con-
clude thav there.is either something physi-
cally or mentally wrong about dootrinaires
of that stamp, or that théy do not Enow
what they are talking about. is
the common sense way of looking at
it to- cemclude that the experience of
nlmortonnpnhblemenlhonldbepufemd

to that of onp man thongh ever o reputible. -

This should be all the more convincing when
the * one ” man himself is wavering, - Ten

years ago protection was rank heresy in:

Eoglsnd. To.day it is being seriously dis-
cassed in the clubs, in the leading news-
papers and on the platform. It is an issue,

To be more specific, Germany in- 1818,
after oareful inquiry, adopted a protective
tariff. Her industrial progress was con-
tinued and great. In 1864, however; it was
thought wise o' reduce her tariff to

in the effect upon indbstries that in 1879
Germany returned to protection. 5
Franoce, always protective in policy, low-

ered her tariff against Epgtind in 1860, but _
while international trade increased France’s

industries suffered so that she went back to
protection in 1885. - :

Switzerland, that for a long time oon-
scientionsly and heroically endeavored to
demonstrate’ the benefits of free trade,
turned her back on it in 1882,

Russia increased her tariff in 1877 and
1881. Grpece, Spain, Norway and Sweden,
snd Italy, have all followed suit. Even the
United States, where free traders witnessed
with paroxysms of déMgHt the * resction s
against high tariffs in the elecvion ‘of Grover
Cleveland, reversed its verdiot by ‘a sweep-
ing majority but a few months ago,

What is the logic of all this? Is the Eng-
lish Froe Trader, who is evidently trying to

lﬂod.“uﬂlwoforcnthtmk“lulﬂlﬂ
time before.” ;

- Canada has not yet forgotten- that Sir
Richard Cartwright was once Minister of
Finanoce,

WIDB.-AWAKR.

The editor of the Seattle Press-Times
knows a thing or two. At the oclose of a
loading article in which b chaffs ite Ameri-
can contemporaries for solemnly and ear-
neatly discussing such subjects ag the nude
in art, the semi-nude in nature, the fashion
of women’s garments, the marriage of Amer-
ioan girls-to foreign noblemen, it says :

As for the high hats and -the bloomers,
the man who has not yet learned that lovely
woman will wear whao. she likes and wear it
where she likes is not fit to be a leader of

public opinion. She may attire herself as
she will but mankind ever stand pre-
pared to

** First endure, then pity, then embrace,”
that is, if she will let him. So what is the
good of talking about it ? :

REMINISCENCES.

I think that it was in the year 1881 that,
with a friend, I strolled iuto the Theatre
Royal, Du Toitspan road, Kimberley, Rob-
erb Smith, late of Bloomfontein, lessee, to
see the now famous ter Rhodes diamond
that was there on view for three daye.

This was the first ocoasion on which I saw
Ceoil Rhodes, little dreaming that I was
gezing on an embryo celebrity—a middle-
sized man, delicate and weak-o ested, dress-
ed in a blue serge suit, with a straw hat.
He was remarkable perbaps only for his
taciturnity and oalm, thoughtful expreesion.
He was standing within a foot or so of me,
and alongside of a little table, on which, un-
der glass, reposed this magnificent stone—
although not the largest certainly the hard-
est and perhaps most brilliant of the famous:
diamonds.

One of the most remarkable things about
the Porter Rhodes diamond ia the very fact
of its brilliance, or clear water, the Kimber-
ley stones being always a little ** off color.”
This stode, 88 to color, etc , ranked with
those of the Du Toits-pan mine, which is one
of the famous Kimberley group, situate
about: two miles from Kimber ey, or the
* New Rush,” as it was formerly called, and
about half way between DeBeers and Buls-
fontein, that completes the group. Of
course there are other mines in the Orange
Free State, such as Olifmtl-fontqin and
Tajera-fontein, besides the famous River
diggings at Barkly, in Griqualand, a few

miles north of Kimberley, noted for the H

brilliancy and purity of its stones.

It may be that some among your readers
remember the late Richard Day Atkins—an
old timer—firat in British Columbia about
1858, and certainly one of the warmest men
amongst Kimberley diamond elaim owners,
managing director of the Central Diamond
Mining Co., and partner in the celebrated
Porter-Rhodes store. When dining with
me here in 1889 or 1890, he showed us a
model of the Porter-Rhades’ diamond cut in
glase, and told us how he took the ori 1
all the way from the fields to Amster b
loose in his pocket, and how the lapidaries
pronounced it the hardest stone they had
ever cut.

I was an overseer in the ‘employ of the
French Diamond Company at the
time this stone was found, and knew the
lucky overseer who fo id it. He.received
£1,000 in commissi o'u}‘g:d took a run of -a

ear rope on the 4t of ib,
g T T he toubdi>
tion of Cecil Bhodes fortune, and perh
was the circumatance that gave to the world
one of ite greatest latter-day men,
' CLEAVAGE,

RE TRESPASSING FISHERMEN.

To TaE EDITOR :—In reply to “Inquirer”
in your weekly  issue, if he consaits the
& pass Act,” it will show that the law
by fine, or—if necessary—imprisonment,
protects owners of land, just: as ip does all
other kind of owners, and apart. from black
letter emactment, as & -master of obvious
common sense or if it were not so
then of course it would follow that there
was-no such thing at all as private owner-
ship in land, nor indeed in else, if
it wes in anyway subject to possible tres-
pass, or :!ﬂmlﬂﬁlll use in common, by those
who paid no for it. And while law re-
mains as it is, ;

personal friends (who got any early
schoolingat all) would not thinkof intruding.
-Proprietors of land, like all other kinds of
owners, olearly are alone vested with the
sole use and benefit of their own ‘purchased
property, and for this reason and principle,
governments in every country set apart cer-
tain places for public resort gratis.

--A COUNTRY GENTLEMAN,
April 5; 1895,

WEEKLY TRADE REVIEW.

New York,' April 5.—Bradstreet’s to-
morrow will say : . The appearance of
more settled weather with the annownced
inorease in prices for Bsssemer pig iron and
steel billets, the continued strength of ocot-
ton, stimulating manufacturers to
higher prices for fall deli

were greatly needed, farther in

] vier
tpments of wheat.abroad, m rush of
the volume of the week’s clearings
above the $100,000;000 mark, are evidemoss
of a continuation of a better feeling in busi.
ness circles and rebarning con oce in
many lines.,
General trade.at

y review of trade says : | |

res in the first quarter of
3,802, with lHabilities of

2 lis
industrially

great and progressive—bhere is not to-day a

single one of them in which Free Trade vs. |

Protection is an lssue in politios. _Indeed, it
in stated that &' Swiss nob.long ago was ssked
how-long it wv.'d be before Switzerland
would try free trade again “Not,” he re-

mawng‘u‘ofhdmﬂﬂ employes, hea

AT METCHOSIN.

First Steps Taken to Form & Branek
of the Maedonald Club
There.

Farmers in the Distriet Thoroughly in
Sympathy With the Liberal-Con.
servative Ponny.‘

A deputation of the Macdonald Club, ac-
companjed by several men.bers of the senior
Liberal-Conservative Association, went oy
to Metchosin on Friday evening and held an
interesting meeting in the public hall there,
Though but short notice had been given of
the meeting the results were very eatisfac-
tory, and the initiatory steps were taken to
form a branch of the Macdonald Club among
the young men of Metohosin. The visitors
from the city included Lieut.-Col. Ptior,
M.P.,and Mr. H. Dallas Helmcken, M p. P.,
both of whom made short addresses, My,
Thos. Earle, M.P., sent his regrets, pot
being able to attend owing to ill-healsh,

Mr. Hans Helgeson, being voted to the
chair, expressed the pleasure he folt ab the
visit of Lieut..Col. Prior, M P, a represen-
tative of the Liberal-Conservative party,
Under the Conservative policy, he said, the
country had prospered as it never could
have under free trade. (Applause.) For
himself he never had been a free trader nor
would he ever be cne. (Hear, hear ) Usder
the old free trade times, when Victoria was
a free port the farmers had suffered and
agriculture had languished. The reason
Wwas easy to understand. Agricultural pro-
duce was brought in fromr the American side
free, and there was no standard price. For
example, two or thtee schoomer loads of
farm produce bought cheap on the American
side would be dumped on the market in Vie-
toria at once and the conseguence was that
the local farmers found they could not get
living prices for their produce. This hurs
the farming industry so seriously thas it lan.
guished, for there being no standard price the
farmers could not grow produce profitably,
The farmers of the distriot being in this con-
dition, it naturally followed that the peo-
ple of Victoria were affected, so that they
were glad when Sir Jobn A. Macdonald in
1878 inaugurated a protective policy. (Ap-
plause) Having welcomed the visitors
from Victoria the chairman called upon
Lieut..Col. Prior to address the meeting.

Lieut.-Col. Prior, M. P., who was re-
ceived with great applause, was glad to hear
from the lips of a tical man like Mr.
elgesen just how free trade and protection
had worked: in the country. The Maodon-
ald Club, he said, was organized by young
men to inculcate the principles of the Lib.
eral Conservative party as laid down by Sir
John ‘A. Macdonald, a policy that had
made the country fpr«gmn, and which he
{Col. Prior) had defended in the past, and
always would while trade condjtions remain
a8 they bave been. (Applause ). M. Earle
was not at all well or he would have come
to the meeting. During the eampaign,
however, he l:d Mr, Eul':’;vould take the

portunity of appearing before the farmers

In closing he read the fol.

g
Cornwall, England, which he considered
serves to show the condition of farming in
that part of Eagland. This extracs reads s
hh" Ift is impossible for luhto be
e ‘eve! 0_ chea
W‘:ﬂ a&""",’uﬁsﬁ‘ oz

e eigne J‘o ... We
ve.a very ches

i6. ‘So'much for free trade. " qtogrzm
ers can continue to supply us at the present
price the quicker we shut up shep . the

p .”
H. Dallas Hell;%:n, l(.PéE., also mltile a
g oub that ' the poli.
] 5: John A, Hudpulso wz

the beet for Canada to follow. He felt sure
that as Premier Sir Mackenzie Bowell would
carry out the policy that would commend
iteelf to the people of Canada in the futare
as in the past.

organ 88 & means of
interesting young men in. the politics of the
oountrymjﬁuhgthom

to.take an active
partin public affairs.
Upon Mr. Ellis’ suggestion it was decided
the Maodonald Club be
to ach in conjanction
elg — i 1
ésen was wnanimously
chosen as president of the branoh and Mr,
D. Blliott as temporary secretary. A meet-
ing is to be called soon to organime the new
branch and select an )
Mr. Fisher, vice-president of the Liberal-
Conservative Club, spoke of the advisability
of the farmers joining one-of the or
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