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One of the most
tions to ‘Commercial
an able article from :
J. H. Gray, one of the 8u
Judges of this province, in ¢t ‘ebrua
number of the Overland M. It
entitled *‘Commercial Union betwi
United States and Canada,”  Quoting |
extract from his book on the “Confed
tion of Canada,” which our readers will
remember as having been reproduced

these columns very recently, the learned |

writer proceeds to discuss the question to

perm
which he. had referred some fifteen years | might i

ago from four different standpoints:

1. What does the term ‘‘Commercial’
Union with the United States” mean,
when applied to Canada ? How far does
the propesition extend ? o s

2. What effect would such a Union have
ial ial, ~ and

upon the fi y O s
manufacturing interests of Canada ?

3. What effect upon the agricultural in-
terests, the fisheries, the provincial subsi-
dies, federal and provincial taxation, and
in crentially upon the relative positions of
th. Dominion snd provincial governments
towards each other?

4. Ina business point, and for the
true interests of Canada without regard
to any political party, what course is it
best for Canada to adopt ?

5. Let it be distinctly understood that
the question is, what is best for Canada,
not for the United States, or for both to-
gether, or for the outside world of na-
tions, but what is best for Canada ?

Judge Gray believes that the discussion
should be carried on dispassionately, and
that due deference should be allowed
those who hold a contrary opinion. “*The
cool heads outside of the combatants,
(that is, public opinion), will decide which
is right, which is wrong.” He tells us
that ‘‘the broad question of Commercial
Union” is not one ol Government or Op-
position. 1t is net cne of party politics.
It is to be passed upon by mercantile and
business men, by the producer and buyer,
by the trader and by the purchaser, by
the earnest workers' of the country,
by the calm “sense of the people—
silent thinkers, the keen ob-
servers, and by the  well read
statesmen. = It is not a mere question of
locality, it is for the whole D()minion. It
is not a question for to-day, but for years.
He then proceeds te answer his first
question, and, judging from the views of
the advocates of this measure, *'it means,
in all-articles of trade and commerce, the
most unrestricted ' intercourse with the
United States, the abolition of all tariff
and customs dues on articles coming from
the States into Canada—whether manu-
factured or of raw material, whether per-
taining to the growth and manufactures
of the United States, or imported from
foreign countries, even to the extent of
passing by the Canadian Parliament dis-
criminating duties against similar English
goods and manufactures imported from
England direct into Canada.” Canada
practically becomes a slaughter-house for
American goods and foreign goods entered
at American ports. Reciprocity = of
trade in specific articles, or abso-
lute freedom from duties on some, is an
entirely different matter ; Commercial
Union, he held, as a term simply means
‘A complete union and a common en-
tity.” He next addresses himself to his
second proposition. 1t is not a question
whether the amalgamation of the two
would or would not be better for both.
Here is the point, Canada and the United
States being separate territories, and each
intending te continue separate, what
effect will such Commercial Union have
upon Canada. - Nor is it to examined in
the light of the judiciousness of past or
present tariffs; in Canada themajorityrules
and Napoleon’s words *‘It faut laver- le
linge sale chez vous becomes appropriate
in this case. As showing the effect such a
Union would have on our financial con-
dition he looks to the ‘payments to be
made, and the sources from which ‘the
means  to The annual
payments amount to about $36,-
000,000. ‘The means of payment
are derived mainly from Customs and In-
land Revenue. Of the former, which
amounted for the fiscal year terminating
June, 1886, to $19,427,397, some $6,769,-
354 were from duties on importations
from the United States, leaving in round
numbers  $12,600,000 on importations
from other countries. By Commerecial
Union this $6,769,354 would be swept
away, and how is it propesed to be made
up? This is a question of business, not
of sentiment, and as yet no satisfactory
answer has been given to it. Direct
taxation is out of the question for many
years to come. What would be the effect
of such a Union on Canada’s commercial
interests? The bulk of the articles of
commerce produced in other parts. of the
world would find their way into the
United States more readily than into
Canada. With Commercial Union estab-
lished we would lose not only the carry-
ing trade for the artieles of our home
consumption but would lose the advan-
tages of return cargoes and the export of
our home productions. Commercial
annihilation for all but internal inter-
course with the United States would be
the end. C4nada could not lower her
duties below those of the United
States; the consent of Congress
would have to be had before a
revenue by duties on foreign or even
English goods could be raised. Thert
must be the same duties on importations
or no Commercial Union. As to the
effect.  Forty-four other - countries - be-
sides !he United States trade with
Canada, and seven of these alone contri-
bute $11,631,201 in duties to the Cana-
dian revenue, or $4,861,847 more than the
duties paid by the United States. Have

Commercial Union and Canada could not
trade with a single one of those countries
unless on terms decided by the United
States, the terms of 60,000,000 of people,
uot of 5,000,000. The interests of those
who control and influence the policy of
the United States would direct those
terms. Had Commercial Union been in
existence does any one believe the trans-
continental lines of the United States
would have permitted the cenctruetion ef

the

do so come.
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1t igurged that Commercial Union would
be beneficial to the manufacturers of the
Dominion, since they would have the ad-

tage of an unrestricted market with
60,000,000 of people, instead of 5,000,000
as now. Judge Gray thinks that na-
tions on equal terms as to population and
general advantages, but -with dissimilar
lements and ‘natural preductions, with
varied wants, may well demand an unre-
stricted exchange, but it is even doubtful
then if they could have an absolute Com-
mercial Union in all things as against all’
the world,-where the Governments are i+
dependentand their foreign relations dif-
ferent. On the other hand, wheré the
countries are . contiguous, with the “same
natural charagteristics, where the wants,
callingsand habits of the people are much
the same, with productions and climate
alike, but living under different
political institutions, separate Gov-
ments, with = different burdens to
bear, controlled by different - circum-
stances, one with its national existence
made, the other to make it, he believes it
may be gravely questioned whether it is
for the advantage of the younger
and weaker, - if it desires to re-
main -a distinct nationality, to merge
itself . practically - into the larger and
gréater by a Commercial Union which ties
it hand and foot ‘‘to a power contrelling
its destinies in the propertion of twelve to
one.” Our deht in June, 1886, was $273,-
165,000. On December 30th, 1884, that
of the United States was $1,413,920,951,
and since then materially reduced. In
the competition, assuming the Canadiap
manufacturer could go into the United
States market and the United States man-
ufacturer into the Canadian, the Canadian
would be handicapped by at least fifty per
cent. ; the American, for his share of the
public debt, bearing $23.566, the Canadian
$54.63. If the two countries are to re-
main distinet nationalities, it has not been
proposed that the United States shoulc
assume this two. hundred and seventy-
three millions, or any part of ‘it, in con-
sideration of Ca1 ada agreeing to Commer-
cial Union. ~ The question remains, says
Judge Gray, thus handicapped, is the
larger market worth so much more as to
induce our manufacturers- to throw away
what they have for it? Our territorial
characteristics are the same, our habits,
language and mode of thought, while
our political institutions are  dif-
ferent, our necessities different, our
national sentiments different, and dif-
ferent future  contingencies to con-
sider. ' The character of the products
of . skilled. labor will be the same. The
manufactures of ene country ‘are almost
identical with those of the other and ad-
mitting them freely into each other’s
country simply inaugurates a competition
in which the strongest wins. With a
larger home market, an equal command
of skilled labor, and the same command
of raw material he can produce cheaper
and,when he has obtained sufficient in his
own market to compensate the cost of
production, he can deluge the smaller
market of his competitor- When the
commodities are in each case the same
the weaker must go to the wall. Says the
forcible writer:

“The St. Lawrence is admittedly one

of the largest rivers of the world, as to

its volume of water one of the largest.

Pour the waters of the St. Lawrence into

the Atlantic Ocean, it would add but

little to its depth, perceptibly not at all;

but pour the waters of the Atlantic into

the St. Lawrence, and the latter would

disappear from its outlet to its source.

As a river it would cease to exist, it

would simply become a part of the ocean.

Such is the relative position at present of

Canada and the United States, such would

be the future of the United States and

Canada, and Canadian manufactures, un-

der Commercial Union.”

Judge Gray takes another position. Even

supposing that his reasoning is mythical,

that notwithstanding all these inequalities

of burden and all the disadvantages of the

greater competition, the greater market is

still desirable to be had is there a teces-

sity upon- us requiring our making the

sacrifice, admittedly necessary to' -obtain

that larger market. How is our trade

now with the United States. . By the an-

nual returns ending June 30th, 1886; the

total value of imports into Canada from
the United States was $44,858,039; the
total value of exports from Canada into

the United States for the same period was
$33,747,471 or a balance of trade ' against
Canada of $11,110,668. By the returns
ending June, 1887, the value of imports
from the United States into Canada was
$34,958,110, while the value of exports
from Canada to the United States was
$39,623,685, a balance in favor of Canada
of $4,665,575; the total volume of trade
in 1886 being $78,605,680; in 1887 $74,-
480,765—a clear change in favor of Canada
of $4,000,000. “Thedd returns,” says
Judge Gray, ‘‘indicate one of _twe
things, either a fluctuating - state of
business, alternating each year, depen-
dent upon accidental circu , from
which no definite rule can be drawn, or a
quiet. increase in the power of Canada to
compete with the United States, which
ought to remove all fears for the future,
and above all prevent Canada from put-
ting shackles on her limbs, destructive
of all freedom of action with other
countries  for the time to' come.”
A matter for grave consideration is the
effect upon the financial condition of the
oountry by jeopardy to capital invested in

' morethmthelumﬁce b

in mind througho the_question

ought not to be amalgamated, but wheth
er;. choosing to be separate, and to

her manufacturers; applies.” . ;

We here quote Judge Gray in full:

“Ifr. }i: uinghhthu:fmnchaoﬁnd}matodo
with the formation of public opinion. At
«_ politioal nibong Tald: Moninhers it |
British. Columbia, not long since,  the
question of ‘Commercial Union’ with ‘the
United States came up for, discussion. A
gentleman addressed the meeting, assum-
ed to be well informed, and unquestior
ably unobjectionable in position and char-
acter. He had been in British Columbia
only one or two years—so far as known,
never in any other part of Canada. - He
had very little Enowledge of her past his-
tory, and noae of her public men; wasen-
tirely unconscious of the struggles Canada
had gone through to accomplish the prac-.
tical union ef the provinces, or of the
difficulties she had encountered in raising
the necessary funds to construct the great
-pablic works to cement. that union, and
lay the foundation of internal develop-
ment and future commercial business
abroad. He ‘was, however, ambiti-
ous of Parliamentary distinetion, and
desirous to secure a seat as a represen-
tative of the people, .in “either the Pro-
vincial or Federal Parliament, and having
curserily read. the blue book to that end;
boldly urged: ‘Build, if you please, & wall
round all North America, but throw down
tlie wallbetween the United Statesand Can-
ada.’ Above the viewsof a practical states-
man, heassigned noreasons—astute judgeof
the character of his audience, it was not
necessary to convince by argument—util-
itarian by assumption, it would have been
superfluous to have pointed out to his
hearers the benefit Canada would derive
from the contemplated construction of the
imaginary wall all round, or the déstruc-
tion of the imaginary wall between. Those
were unimportant considerations. The
sentence sounded’ well and took. To
common sense or business men, to think-
ing men who have something at stake, to
those who constitute the stable element of
public epinion, it would seem desirable
that the speakers and instructors of the
people who advocate this great change in
the public economy of Canada should
show, by facts and figures, and by argu-
ment, why the change should be adopted,
how it would provide for improvement in
the future, and how, in the intermediate
stages, until the improvement comes, we
are to bear the annual charges of the debt
now upon our shoulders. . On the oc-
casion referred to, that wasot thought
of; sound has a ‘great deal to
do with - forming °= public. opinion.
During the present century, it may safely
be aftirmed ' that -that effective burst of
oratory has but one parallel, and it comes
from that land of sorrows where the
brightest gems of wit, oratory,” and song
once had their unchallenged home. <In
the time of the far forties, when the first
potatoe famine was spreading .desolation
throughout Ireland, and. the angel ot
death swept through the land from Con-
naught to Kildare, when pyramids of
human bones attested the utter destitu-
tion and misery of the people, when the
United States and British America were
sending ship-loads of provisions and cloth-
ing-—not for barter or sale, but for hu-
manity to clothe and feed the starving
poor, there came back from India a young
gentleman who had been serving there a
few years in oue of the regiments of the
line, an excellent young gentleman, a
moral young gentleman, whose family
estates and influence could easily secure
for him the object of his ambition, a seat
in the House of Commons. He at once
grasped the situation; it inspired him.
‘The famine? Ah! yes, my countrymen
can’t get potatoes. Dreadful! Let them
try curry and rice.” The kind young
sybarite, whose palate was racy with the
viands of India, meant well, but he
had very little common sense. ‘Throw
down the wall between Canada and
the United States.” ‘Curry and rice.’”’

We opine that this effective little slap
is meant for the gentleman who ran in the
Grit interest at the last general elections
and lost his deposit. 1f our memory
serves us right these platitudes were de-
livered at a Liberal meeting in The Vie-
toria during the campaign. But so inter-
ested have we become in Judge Gray's
article that we have already written at too
great length, and must leave the further
discussion of it to our mext issue.
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BURNING OF BLAKELY MILL,

One of the Biggest Saw Mills on Puget Seund in
Ruins.

Shertly after eight o'clock Friday
morning the people of Seattle knew by
the great smoke and bright light coming
up out of Port Blakely harbor that the
mills were on fire. At 10 o’clock a Jarge
number of the Seattle fire department
proceeded to cross the Sound, taking with
them Engine No. 2. They arrived there in
time to help save the lumber piles and
buildings adjoining the mill, but that
great structure itself lay in heaps—a pile
of smouldering timbers and warped a d
twisted machinery. €aptain Renton,
senior, and resident member of the firm,
sat in his little office, cool and calm
through it all. . Though blind, he gave
orders and instructions about how to pro-
ceed and knew just how everything was
being done. The usual bucket brigade
was organized and did effective work in
helping to save the property. There were
six vessels in the harbor at the time, viz.;
the ships Topgallant, Prussia and Har
land, barks Dorra and R. K. Ham and
the schooner Fannie Dutard. Nene of the
ships were damaged, as the wind was
blowing in the opposite direction. Some
of the crews lent their assistance in put-
ting out the fire. Captain Renton says
that if nothing unforeseen interferes the
new mill to be built on the ruins of the
old one, will be cutting lumber in sixty
days, but it will take four months to get
the mill in good working order again. A
prominent Seattlé merchant, upon being
asked if the firm of Renton, Holmes &
Company would feel the loss of $250,000
very much, laughed and said: **Well I
should say. not. Mrs. Renton, herself,
could stand that loss without feeling it.
The concern is a very wealthy one and

could stand up under several such difficti-
$ies.” ~

tinue separate, the axiom that Canada|
would have a market. of sixty millions, in- | = Mr.
‘stead of being limited to five millions, for bk

Mr. Bole stated his opinion on th
gx:esﬁou," guing' over the routire he

ought should be followed.  He did .not
 pretend to be an’ authority on parliment-
ary proceedure, but. he hoped soon to be-
come an export in thétlius. _ Ho thought,
_however, that every possible precaution
should be taken ::1 that the procedure of
the house should be accurately followed.
The point taken wag not in a spiYit of op-
position; but. with & desire to have the
proceedings of the house fully acted up to.

H* W Robson said, with due defer-
ence to'the views of the hon. gentleman,
hewould inform him that theprocedure was
similar to that followed previously. = The
provincial Secretary referred to the retord
of progeedings in 1887, which was precise-
ly the same as that followed this session.
I¥ hon. gentlemen would’ com; the
proceedings ‘they would find this correct.
Mr. Grant ‘said both sides were right.
The English rule was not followed in this
house. It had been the practice here to
tako the speech in an informal manner;
but. the procedure was not provided forin
the rules of the house, and must necessar-
ily in strict practice be that followed in
the English commons. However, he had
nb desire to deviate from the previous
practice. - He would like to call attention
to an irregularity in the report of the pro-
ceedings where the motion to adjourn
preceded that of Mr. Semlin’s motion te
adjourn the debate.

Hon. Mr. Robson referred to the par-
liamentury practice at Ottawa, which was
precisely similar to that now being fol-
lowed here. = .
Hon. Mr. Humphreys thought that the
procedure should be correctly outlined
and followed.
Hon. 'Mr. Davie theught that the
country weuld come te the conclusion that
it was about time they were proceeding to
business instead of wrangling over trans-
parent hints of order..: He quoted from
English commons procedure, which was
the same as that being now followed in
this house. He also referred to the votes
and proceedings of 1879, which were also
the same as the procedure now being fol-
lowed, and which had been followed -for
past five years.
Hon. Mr. Humphreys claimed that the
procedure now being followed was not: the
same as that of 1879.
Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir said he thought
that the discussion -was the 1;;sult of
iving way to the Opposition. The pro-
gedurge wn.ys the saxie as-that which had
reviously been followed in the House.
ft was merely through their lenieney to-
wards the weak Opposition that had al-
lowed ' this discussion to result. He
thought there should be no more time
wasted but that the business of the
country should be proceeded with.
Mr. Grant said that he would _just like
to state that the members on this side of
the House were net to be threatened into
giving up anything that was laid down in
the rules of the House.
Mr. Speaker said that he trusted that
members on both sides of the house
would confine themselves to the point at
issue. .
Hon.” Mr. Turner thought that the
routine wase®the same as previously fol-
lowed, and he also thought that they
should at once proceed to the important
business which . was awaiting them (hear
hear.)
After further discussion Mr. Speaker
said his decision on the question was that
the procedure followed yesterday was the
correct one. He referred to the proceed-
ings of 1882, which showed that the prac-
tice now being followed was the same as
then, and the same as that of the English
House of Commons. He considered that
the procedure was perfectly formal.
Hon.-Mr. Humphreys said that what
Mr. Speaker had stated was what he had
been contending for. (Laughter.)
Hon.Mr.Robsonsaid it was now for the
house te decide whether they should con-
sider the speech paragraph by paragraph
or as a whole. He would invite the
members of the Oppositien to make a
choice.
Mpr. Semlin thought that it should be
dealt with as a whole, and then paragraph
by paragr.ph.
Hon. Mr, Robson said if the Opposition
did not decide, he would state that it was
the Government’s desire to take it up
paragraph by paragraph.
Mr. Bole thought that the practice fol-
lowed last year should be continued this,
and’ that was the discussion of- the
speech as a whole and paragraph by para-
graph. It was a privilege that should not
be changed except by unanimous decision
of the house.
Hon. Mr. Robson said it was a fair
offer on the part of the government to
give the Opposition a chance to decide
which way the speech should be dealt
with. It was the decision of the govern-
ment that they should proceed to deal
with the address paragraph by paragraph.
The government had made a magnanimous
offer to the Opposition in allowing them
to choose the manner in which the speech
should be dealt with. (Hear.)

Messrs. Bole and Semlin contended
that they should be granted the right of
discussion both ways. It was the best
way to obtain the freest discussion.

After still further discussien,

Mr. Speaker said the discussion last
year on the matter resulted in the decis-
sion that the speech should be considered
both ways, and he thought that rule
should not be deviated from.

Mr. Semlin—Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
for conceding the point.

Mr. Speaker—I do not concede any
point. 1 only endeavor to justly inter-
pret the rules of this house. (Hear.)

Mr. - Semlin regretted the absence of
the hon. leader of the Opposition, and
thought that the Government had made a
wise selection in their chaice of a mover
and seconder. He hoped the Government
did net intend te carry out some of the
suggestions in the hon. mover’s speech to
the reply. He hads stated in- reference
to the::inenla ﬂ;ﬁbf&mdmtd
against them, it wo duty of the
Dominion Gevernment to pmv;z
ete., within that belt. He' trusted that
the railway belt would not be left alto-
gether to the administration of a foreign
policy. It would result seriusly to all in
that ‘district. It would leave it to the
mercy of the Indians and the Chinamen,
with - the  Dominien declining  and the

‘make no further remarks now, but:

would discuss it further when it was taken

explanation. In his speech he had mnot
said the government were going to builda
road to Cedar Hill along the coast. He
simply said he hoped that shey had it in
contemplation. government was not
responsible in any way for ¢
| Onaquestion of privilege M1, Graut
wanted to know if it was the intention to:

) ent of which he was &
‘member formerly tréat the districts? He
(Mr. D.) would remind him of— e
| Mr. Graut—1I thought = the honorable
ntleman did net ' believe in raking up
ead issues. *

and am taking a leaf out of your book.
What I meant was that the opposition
should look after their own affairs before

©'Mr, Grant said he supposed he would
- have to get up, as thmugm no doubt the

"drop the comparative tabulated statement:
‘of receipts and expenditures, which had
beew printed from year to year. It wasa
valiable and comprehensive - stat &
and should be continued.  There were
other trivial mistakes.

Mr. Duck said he thought the hon.
gentleman. was mistaken. If he would
turi a page he would find a comparative
statement - of receipts and expenditures
for 1887.

On the Speaker asking if they were
ready for the question, there was a con-
siderable delay and a. eanference among
the Opposition members, and finally
Mr. McLeese arose and stated that he
agreed with the remarks of the hon. mem-
ber from Yale, and congratulated the hon.
mover and seconder on their eloquence.
With regard to the statement that the
crop was a good ene, in his district it was
a total failure, and the added taxation was
keenly felt. = Referring to the minerals in
the railway belt, he took strong objection
to_the Dominion Government usurping
Provincial powers in  administering
the laws in the belt. - He thought
it time for a change in the management of
affairs between the province and Domin-
ion. - He (Mr.-McLeese) was not ashamed
of his part.in the passing of the Kootenay
bill. He had voted for it. ~ Perhaps the
Kootenay  bill would have benefited the
country if carried out.. He was in favor
of the construction of railways throughout
the province. = In regard to the Cariboo
survey, it- had been promised that the
valley of the Fraser should be examined,
but Mr. Bell said nothing about it in his
report, As at present outlined it would
not  benefit the agricultural portion of
Cariboo.. The C. P. R. by discriminating
in freights, had allowed the successful
competition of Manitoba flour with that
of Cariboo and Lilloget. It would pro-
bably ruin many of the settlers. He
hoped if auy more exploratory surveys
were made that the Fraser valley would
be examined. .

Hon. Mr. Humphreys repeated his out-
side statement that it was his opinion that
the present was the most corrupt govern-
went that ever existed on the face of the
earth (laughter). Hehad heard suchastate-
ment from a man-who had been ‘twenty
years-in the government, service. There
were members now supporting the gov-
ernment who had made such assertions.
He repeated a rumor which he had heard
about the government’si policy during the
session. He had. been accused-of many
things, but had not been given a fair
trial, and where -he had he had never
been found guilty.  Outside of Victoria
public opinien was rife against the prac-
tices that had been followed to coerce
public opinion in’ order to gain certain
ends for certain individuals. He claimed
that the government of the province, in
an endeavor to gain the goed opinion of
the Dominion goverument, had ‘given
away the best things in theland. In fram-
ing the settlement bill, they made no pro-
vision for the protection of the province
and a blunder was made in not reserving
the minerals contained in the railway belt.
Referring to the Kootenay deposit forfeit
of $25,000, he claimed that it was not
honest for a government te declare for-
feited such surety when they had done
everything in their power to prevent the
carrying out, of the work. He protested
against boasting about its forfeiture. He
deprecated the expenditure of such for-
feit money in a pleasure drive,but thought
it would be better placel in Comox. - He
said every other district in the province
was riddled with roads, but Comox
had none, and - settlers were suffering in
consequence. Referring to the bridge
across the Fraser at Lillooet, he said there
was more traffic over the ferry when Cari-
boo was prosperous in one week than there
was now in twelve months. The money
would have been better spent in Comox.
The same could be said of the South
Thompson river bridge. Referring to the
million loan, he stated his belief that
$760,000 of that loan had been disposed
of. This was not a creditable showing.
He closed by stating that it was his opin-
ion that extras should not be given some
districts while others were left without
ordinary means of settlement.

Mr. Ladner was glad to knew that pop-
ulation was flowing in, and that revenue
was increasing ; but the latter was due to
increased taxation, and was no credit to
the government. They might well call the
agriculturist patient, but patience ceased at
a certain point to be a virtue. He claimed
that there was not a good harvest in his
district. He thought if there was, as
stated, a bountiful harvest in Yale dis-
trict, there was no necessity of prespect-
ing for water by artesian wells. Roads in-
stead should be built.. He did not think
the mover’s remarks about there being no
burdensome increase of taxation was very
well taken. Their taxes had been in-
creased 60 per cent. They were either
entitled to the C. P. R. bond or not, and
the sooner it was known the better. The
settlement bill had been promised as even
better than Holloway’s pills—it was to be
a remedy for all evils—but their trouble
was only commencing, He trusted that
additional safeguards  should  be
thrown. around the miner, se that
he could make an honest living.

Hon. Mr. Theo. Davie, referring to
the charge of one of the Opposition
speakers, .that the Government had

good di the other ‘night had done
Lgreat things and had niade government
members. feel equal to* swallowing any
thing.  He would alse have to congratu-
Iate the mover and seconder of the reply
upon their happy efforts.. Referring to
the statement ‘of his honorable friend
who hud just sat down in regard to the
minerals, he would take excéption to it,
There was a wide difference between the
wording of the act brought in 1880, and
that in 1884—the settlement bill. TLan-
guage had been left out in the second act,
which Mr. Grant read.

Hon. Mr, Davie—This did not affect
the metals. n
Mr: Grant—I know, but the honorable
gentleman had stated, without any
qualification, that the same language
had been  used. With regard  to
the - increase of revenue he contended
that it -was not at all commensnrate with
the increase of population. There must be
something wrong that required investiga-
tion. . Referring to quartz, hesaid he was
not one who believed that its development
could be accomplished in & day. They
should encourage capital, and he believed
it would be found atno distant day that
their mines were as rich as any in the
world (hear, hear). - He thought the gov-
ernment had not been active enough in
the Behring’s Sea seizure question. He
thought a fund should be set apart to re-
lieve any distress in an event of this kind,
and the matter could be finally settled
between the two governments. He trust-
ed they would take action towards this
end. .~ He thought the constitutional
amendment referred to was a desirable
thing, and he also thought - that the pro-
vincial government were blameable in not
sending a delegate to the inter-provincial
cenference. Te would assist in any good
scheme for improving irrigation of inter-
ior lands. He thought that when the re-
turns came down to the house it would be
found that the million dollar lean was
more than half spent.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir—~How much do
you think is left ?

Mr. Grant—It had been stated en the
floor of the house last session that only
$600,000 would-be required,- but at the
expiry of the half year he was informed
that considerable over that amount had
been - disbursed. He felt sure that
it' would be found that only the tail end
would be left.

The resolution of reply to His Honor's
speech was then put and carried.

Mr. Semlin asked the hon. finance min-
ister when the réturns to the 31st Decem-
ber would be brought down.

Hon. Mr. Turner—In a few days, if
there is net too much extraneous matter
given the department in the meantime.
On motion of Hon. Mr: Robson the
consideration of his honor’s speech was
set down for the next sitting of the house.
,House adjourned at 6 o'clock.

NOTICES OF MOTION. .

Mr. Semlin—To ask the hon. the lead-
er of the Government the-following ques-
tions: "How many applications for liquor
licenses have been received from Roek
Creek? The names of such applicants.
How many liquor licenses have been
granted on Rock Creek and to whom ?
Mr. Orr—To move the follewing reso-
lution: That a select committee be appoint-
ed to enquire and report to this House
whether any bona fide or other occupants,
having occupied or made substantial imn-
provements on lots in the town plot of
Granville previous to Mr. Van Horne’s
visit have been allowed to purchase their
location at the price of $200 as stipulated
in the bargain for the cessien of 6,000
acres at Coal Harbor and English Bay by
the government of British. Columbia to
the Canadian Pacific Railway cempany,or
to trustees on their behalf, with power to
call for persons, books or papers.

Mr. Bole—To ask leave te intreduce a
bill entitled ‘“An act to amend the laws
relating to the liens of mechanics and
others.

Mr. Higgins—To ask the Provincial
Secretary the following question: Is it the
intention of the govermment to place a
sum of money on the estimates for the cur-
rent year for the erection and maintenance
of a schoolhouse at or. near the locality
known as Victoria West, situated in Es-
quimalt District.?

Mr. Duck—T0 move the following reso-
lution: Whereas by the fourth clause of
the terms of union it is provided that the
Dominion will provide an efficient mail
service, fortnightly, by steam communi-
cation between Victoria and San Mrancis-
co, and twice a week between Victoria
and Olympia, the vessels to be adapted
for the conveyance of freight and passen-
gers. And, whereas, it appears that the
subsidy in aid of such mail service be-
tween Victoria and San Francisco has
been discontinued, and the Province
thereby deprived of an important means
of communication by stcam vessels, as
provided for under the terms of Union,
Therefore be it resclved: That this house
do now resolve itself into a committee of
the whele for the of ideri
the withdrawal of the said subsidy, a
to' take such steps as to this house may
seem desirable to the effecting of a speedy
restoration to the province of mail com-
munication by steam vessels between Vic-
toria and San Francisco.

Mr. Bole—To ask leave to introduce a

Mr. Davie-—Well, perhaps I am wrong,

finding fault with this side of the house.

in Rot

heading near the levél had been left open
and thus the air, which ought to have
*»ssed itand gone into the face of the
- l::::)l :;hm I.afn':e Robinson worked, had

n diverted from its course, and
Lowing to the want of tg)p:mnt of air
Kgu,’ 3

)'Pon sir, I might at once say. that I
went down the mine and examined it
thoroughly after the explosion; not on
behalf of the government, not on'behalf
of Mr. Dunsmuir or his‘ managers, and
not on behalf-of the miners; but merely
to satisfy, myself; for as I was in the
collieries some five years and was the gov-
erament ins&ecbor of mines for two years
previous to Mr. Dick I naturally take an
interest in them. In regard to the theory
of  the door being left open I might sa:
there was not one tittle of evidence ad-
vanced toshow that it had been left open.
A thousand things might “happen, but so
long as they don't, or so long as there is
not the slightest evidence of their having
happened, it is8 no use our discussi
them. Even if this door had been le
open, although it would “have taken most
of the air off the face of the level, it
would-not have taken all or nearly so.
Even supposing all the air had been taken
off is'it likely that gas could have col-
lected in any quantity in the face of the
level where men with naked lights on
their heads were working and where they
were proved to have fired a shot previous
to the ‘‘blown out” one. It is not a high
place where gas could lodge in the roof.
Gas was never formed there before and none
has ever been seen since, although the place
has been standing for ten days without
any air and the f is  badly caved.
One witness stated that he thought the
explosion occurred in the face of Hern’s
Heading, but he could not give a single
satisfactory reason for thinking so, and
most certainly there are no evidences of
it.in the mine, as the course of the ex-
plosion is marked out as clearly.as a river.
The corener gave everybody a- chanee to
come up, and give evidence,.and I dis-
tinctly heard him say that if any of the
miners’ committee wished to give their
evidence and could throw. any new light
on the matter he would only be too glad
to hear them but it was no use hearing
man- after man unless they could give
some new evidence.. The charge made at
the mass meeting that the committee
were not allowed to give their evidence
is eutirely unfounded. 1 haye seen a
good many inquests at collierigs but never
have 1 seen one at which so much latitude
was allowed or where so much opportunity
was given to the miners present in the
audience to question the wit

collected in Lance Robinson’s | no:
ﬁux‘ eand had been fired by ashotoraf .
mp.. - 5 "
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VICTORIA BUSINESS COLLEGE

NIGHT SCHOOL.

In the rooms formerly o . :
M. C. A, carner Bastiots aaa Gogmaess
Streets.

o - Imntructors.

L J. Van A.h:i of the Madison Busin
CHALR "'ux.o‘m D -
of the French and 'ﬁepnungnl:.ﬂndm

N. P; Strambery, "g.ollz’ Graduate of

m&“i%mm'raﬁ a'mx:mﬁ.ﬂi

£h
D T Graduate of Belleville Busi-
e e
, San. » Teacher of Shorthand
: 5 uken, formerly Teacher of
usic in N; Insti
Y., Instructor of Vocal Musio and Tiooatton.
5 . Commereial Law. €

The besttalent in the Provi secured
for monthly lectures on Gomm }:zw.
The Business Course _

Tude R,

kk > O ial Cor-
: p_'gunlnesa Arithmetic,
Law.

-

Will enable those who have neglected thei
early education and who are ooggpied durln;
the day, to pursue such studies as they desire

in the ev:
Ahrg:nnmberott.hisolnan have al

Joined the school and are receiving sm

attention.

Graduates assisted to situations. Scholarshi;
for the entire course cost till Feb. 1. I
when the price will be . There are now
about 50 pupils enrolled.’

REFERENCES-S. D. Pomﬂugt. of Education;
A. C. Flummerfel! . Y. M. C. A.; Noah
Shak M. P.; J. B. Fe n, Jno.

D. Spencer, Jas. Hutcheson, W.

Wailker and Kossuth Co. Bank, Algona,

.}owa.; and First National Bank, Algoma,

owa.

IMPORTANT—Everyone d to attend
the nght. School, or who wish to take the Busi-
ness Course, should address the Principal af
once, or call on him at the College rooms sbe-
tween the hours of 4 a. m.and 5p. m.

irculars containing full particulars can be
obtained at the bookstore of J. B. Ferguson

& Co,, or by nddresd%, H. J.. VAN AUKEN,

Principal, P.O. Box 35, Victoria, B.C. jani3-im

Tender for a Liéense\to Cut Timber
on Dominion Lands in the Prov-
ince of British Columbia:

SEALED TENDERS, addressed to the Deput;
of the Minister of the Interior, and mark:
**Tender for a Timber Berth,” will -be received
at this office until noon on Monday, the 27th
day of February next, for Timber Berth No. 29,
containing an area of thirteen square miles
more or less, comvgrising a &rt of Township No.
25, Range 19, est of e Fifth Principal
Meridian, in $he Province of British Columbia.
Sketches showing the ﬁsit.ion approximately
of this berth, together With the conditions on
h it will be licensed, may be obtained at
this Department, or at the Crown Timber offices
at Winnipeg, Ca. , orat New W estminster,

ed by an accepted cheque, payable tothe
mro! the Deputy of the ﬁlnhner of the In-
terior, for the amount of the bonus which the
1 is to pay in addition to the

The fact of the matter is that many of

‘the miners do mot wish to believe that

coal dust will explode, and others, never
having read about it or- perhaps even
heard of it, now laugh at the idea of it.
Nevertheless, sir, it is a positive
fact that it will. The royal com-
mission appointed -in England in 1878
to enquire into the cause of accidents
in coal mines, have just issued their final
report, and they prove conclusivély that
coal dust’ will explode under certain cir-
cumstances without any gas being present
ab all. ’

I am firmly convinced that this explo-
sion was the result of a blown eut shot
igniting a can of powder, which in its turn
fired the coal dust raised by the concus-
810R.

1 cannot believe that many men who
were present at the enquiry and heard the
evidence given, can pessibly disagree with
the verdict. I would ask them to think
for chemselves and not be led away by
men who were not present or who wish to
create agitation for their own personal ag-
grandisement or benefit. A miner’s life
18 & risky one at the best of times, but the
risk is never lessened by the miners being
on bad terms with the management. Let
them consult all together, managers and
men, and see if between them they can-
net devise means to stay these accidents.
‘A manager’s or a fireman’s life is just as
dear to him as a miner’s who is digging
the coal, and they stand the same chance
of being killed when anything occurs.
Therefore I trust, Mr. Editor, they will
not let any bitterness of spirit enter into
this affair. I might say in regard to the
personnel of the jury that out of the ten
there were six practical miners, so surely
no fault could be found on that score.

I sincerely hope that this letter will be
received in the spirit in which it is
written, namely: A desire to bring about
measures that will lessen the danger to
those who work in our coal mines.

E. G. Prioz.

T0 WHOM IT MAY GONGERN

UNDERSIGNED, Importersand Dealers
in Teas, hereby notify the Trade generally
that the letters

HM M”

is one of their Specific trade marks, and name
for Teas imported and sold by them. Assuch
trade mark is registered in Ottawa, Canada, at
the Department of Agrisulture, “Copyright and
Trade Mark Branch,” all persons or firms using
said trade mark will be prosesuted to the fullest
extent of the law.

To insure receiving the genuine *“M M” so
well and favorably known by all Tea drinkers,
consumers will observe that across the
of each Box Label the words appear *“TRADE

ARK. mew IN OruyA. CANADA, BY
SIEGFRIED & DENSTEIN.

SIEGFRIED & BRANDENSTEIN,

SAN FRANCISCO.
Sm-d&w

jan31

D e
dues presorlg by the Regulations of this
Department.

A. M. BURGESS,
t;

Deputy of the |
gﬂntster of the Interior.

Department of the Interior,
Otmwa! 16th January, 1888.
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KOOTENAY DISTRICT.

OTICE is hereby given that the reserva-
tion placed upen certain lands in Kootenay
District, in consideration of the provisions of
the “Columbia and Kootenay Railway and
Transportation Company Act, 1883"” no-
tice of which was published in the BRITISH
CoLuMBIA GAZETTE and dated 23rd May. 1883,
has been cancelled, and that the lands referred
to will be open to sale and pre-emption one
month from the date hereof,

F.G. VERNON,
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works.
Lands & Works Department,
Viectoria, B.C., 25th January, 1888. ja2l-lmdw
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.

CHANGE OF TIME.

HE TIME FOR RECEIVING TENDERS
for the comstruction of Single Officers’
Quarters, at the New Westminster, B. C., Peni-
tentiary, is hereby extended to Wednesday, the
20th day of Fehruary, 1888.
By order,
) A. GOBEIL,
Department of Public Works, ‘Seoretary.
Ottawa, 18th Jan., 1888, Jjan31

RESERVE—KOOTENAY DISTRICT.

OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
following described blocks of land have
been reserved from sale or settlement until
further notice, viz.:—
1st. Commencing at the head of the West
Arm of Kootenay Lake, on the south bank of
the outlet, thence south two miles; thence west
two miles; thence north two miles, more or less,
to the Kootenay River; thence following the
windings of said river to the point of com-
mencement.
2nd. Commencing atthe mouth of Bear Creek,
opposite Fort Shepherd; thence northerly along
the Columbia River. 10 chains; thence east 20
chains; thence south 20 chains; thence west 20 °
chains, more or less, to the Columbia River:
thence following the bank of the said river to
the point of commencement. :

bill entitled ‘“‘An act to amend the law
relating to the recovery of wi 2

shirked their duty by not defending their
policy, said that it was of no use entering
into a defence until an attack had been
made. Beyond referring to the speech
as evil, h itical and inaccurate,
nothing specially had been urged except
dead issues. One ted t. when
new- blood was infused we should hear
new ideas but in the lengthy

an hou:‘ba or two from the

Comox principal thing he had to talk
of was - the. frequently refuted accusation
ofblundotmg‘by antici] tha

Hon. T. Davie —To ask leave to intro-
duce an act entitled ‘““An act to enable
foreign mining companies to carry on
business in British Columbia.”

Hon. Mr. Davie—To ask leave to intro-
duce a bill entitl&d;n *‘An act for the bet-
ter securing of workmen’s wages.”

Hon. T('f Davie—To ask leave to intro-
duce ““An act to amend the juror’s act,
1883.”

B ——
A Timely Precaution.

stomach, liver, bowels, kidneys and.blood,
with Burdeck Blood Bitters. ‘Remember
that prevention is better than cure.

: tu-th-sst-dw

- To prevent serious disease, regulate the |

NOTICE.

. won the De L’Aubiniere Paintinf at
oJu.a.miem’s Holiday Drawing. The holder
ested to bring or send the same and re-

3rd. B ing at the north-east corner of the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s land at Fort Shepherd;
thence west one mile ; thence north two miles;
thence east one mile, more or less, to the Colum-
 bia River; thence south along the bank of the
said river to the place of commencement.

janll-lm-w

4th. A sqi block of forty acres fronting on
the east side of the Columbia River, on the flat
about two miles north of the mouth of Kootenay
River, known as *Sproat's Landing.”

F. 6. VERNON,
- Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works.
Lands and Works Department. o :
Victoria, B.C., 8th Jan., 1888. - jan?7-Imdw




