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and to judge, after you have looked at
the authorities which we will show
you, after you have examined the

proofs that we have to offer, whether :

or not we do indeed deserve the con-
fidence of our fellos
whether or not it will be to your in-

terest and profit to replace us ia power |

for a second term. Now, sir, P Ybez 0

say that, on the preseat questiom, 4 ture of the people’s money, and what

gpeak to you mot merely as a politi-

cian, but L speak to you as a respon- |

sible minister «of the crown; ang I
hope on this preserni occasion to make
no statement o you for which I can-
not give absolute proof; or where from

the nature of the case, absolate proof |

§s impossible, where I will not be able
to give you good and substantial rea-
sons for the statements
make to you tonight.

CANADA’'S FINANCIAL POSITION. ‘

Sir, on the presemt occasion 1 pro-
pose more particularly to deal with
these three subjects in especial: 1
propose to deal the guestion
the expendiiure
tion of Canada.
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A QUESTION OF.TUDAY.
The question 1 the of
Canada, Mr. Chairman, in 1wy judg-
ment, {8 not what o1
done twenty-10
or ten years azo; the cguestion is what
ought to be dc and the
grounds on which ught to be tried,
the grounde on w we ought to be
found guilty, or the grounds on which
we have the right to demand your con-
fidence, are, how we have administered
the government of Camnada. during the
period that it has been under our con-
trol, since the year 6, dowm to the
present moment. Now, sir,
1 shall not ‘wagte maoi
preliminaries, but I proceed with
certain statements made, notably
Sir Charles Tupper and Mr. Fg
who, as you know, is R
cial exponent of the «
observed with some r et
gentlemeh seem bent n
ing their ancient putation. it
does -~ not - much - surprise me to
find that Sir Charigs Tapper, as of old,
has almost outstiripped his own well-
earned reputatiofi asd’ a wholesale man-
ufacturer of fiction.(Laughter.) Nor am
I altogether surprised; gither, to find
that Mr.Fosgter runs him an exceeding-
ly so re-
spectable—but, still, 1 su e, from a
political point of view, useful—function
of peddler and retailer of half-truths.
(Laughter.) Now, sir,
Sir Charles Tupper, wi
entitled to prefepence
the opposition; I
Charles brings charges
makes three @cvere assertions against
us.
SIR CHARLES ﬁND THE
GIENT.
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he sending of the con-
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and cheers.)

But, as i have observed,
close (he relations may
between Sir Charle
Favl Kruger—(laughter)—i
to tell him that

however
happen to be

begz leave

ermunent in seanding that

forward. (Hear, hear.)

GOVERNMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY
One thing the government

did do.

MThe government did not aliow *hem- |
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DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE’S LETTER.

i
| guiry is

| pire >ag i
on these |

i preferential trade in the
| Charles

maintain- |
{ heresies
1 Government, It
! speech at Liverpool on the 13th of June,
| 1897,
i Charles Tupper, and my admission that
{ free trade had not done for us all that
{ was once expected may
| commented on b
i\ position journals.
! gratulated Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the
| Dominion of Canada on the offer which
i had been made

| use
ooV - P [ < g

CONTIN- | lieve me, my dear sir, yours faithfully,
Charles ;
ion that it was !

his ;

KDOwW |

on

on |
would

the !

| nations.
(Laughter ; i

it that §

to |
f Sir Charles is willing |
only :
Sir Charles’ |
is not |

Charles | pen
i

uger’'s ultimatum to the:

. " I am willing
3sir Char had a good |

{ Sir Charkes Tupper

ke had absolutely noth- |
ing to do with the conduct of the gov- '

, PCse,

contingent !

selves to be stampeded.
ment did not allow themselves to take
a step of the greatest gravily without
due deliberation and consideration—
(hear, hear)—and so far d{rom holding
it a matter of censure on the part of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his colleagues
that they thought gravely and long
beiore they decided on a step which
they knew would involve the expendi-

in our idea was far more imporiant,
would put at hazard and risk the lives
of thousands of our fellow-ccunirymsn
in the battlefield—I say4hat they would
have been entirely false to theip duty
if they had taken a step of that im-
portance and magnitude without fully
weighing and considering and count-
(Cheers.) And I can say
to Sir Charies Tupper and his followers
wherever they may be that the gov-
ernment of Canada, acting in that
fuashion, deliberately and calmly show-
ed a far greater sense of their respon-
sibility and of the duty which they
owed to the people than 8ir Charies

Tupper appeared to have felt when, !

without rhyme or reason, he took it
upon himseif, first of all, to denounce

Y | the government from one end of the
ential tayr-

its |

country to the other for their delay,
as he alleged, in sending forward a
contingent, and, in the next place, and
far wo to make use of that delay
al war be-
two great divisions Into
Canada is divided today.
S.)
PREFERENTIAL TRADE.

se,

tween the
which
(Chee

every possible occasion that
trid Lourier threw aws the
preferential trade; ithat Sir
Laurier might, if he pleased,
the slightest difficulty, have

Sir Wil-
offer of

in place of that Sir
deliperately slighted and
offer which the
were willing to make to him.
that is a figment invented out
Charles Tupper’s brain alone,
as well as Sir Charles Tupper what the
feelings were of the English govern-
ment, what the feelings were of the
men who compose and who form the
most influential part of the KEnglish
government, and I have bhere before
me, and [ propose to read to you, a
short letier sent to one of my
ent of the British
hy one of the most
in England, by a member
ent government, which sets
strongest and clearest iight
alsity the imputation
by Sir Charles Tupper against
Sir Wiifrid Laurier—inat he deliverate-
Iv set his face against the oifer of a
reference to gur imports which the
inglish government were
to him.
that letter is
communication

Wwilfrid
scorned the
English government

of Sir

col-
Empire I.eague,
of the pres
focrth in the

the wutter

. i
Sir, in

one

answer to &
of our col
1599, and is

from
is dated May 2,

“Privy Council Oflice, Lendon.
Dear Sir,——! beg to acknowledge
pt of your letter of April last.
best answer I can give to your in-
to inclose to you a copy of

{ the repert of the speeches made on the

varicus occasions
1897, when I
I colonial premiers in my ca-

ity as j sident of the Briti Em-
ue. do not think that in
of these speeches you will find

in the summer of

any

! anything to support the view of my
i awnting |

1icn on ithe question of gr
colonies which
to have been held by Sir
Tupper and by some of the
journals in this country, which seek to
attribute ‘what they term protectionist
to members of the British
no doubt my

appears

was

which was referred to by Sir

have been
free traders or op-
But while I con-

of admitting Br.tish
goods at reduced rates, as compared
with those on the goods of other na-
tions, as an important step in the di-
rection of imperial unity, I had =no
authority to offer, and 1 did not soffer,

, to Canada any preference in the Brit

ish market.
as you

You are at liberty to make
please of this letter. Be-
“DEVONSHIRE.”
r, that is from a man who bears in
Engiand the reputation of being oie of
the most straightforwagpd statesman
that ever held in any British
cabinet, and 1 say that it is not pos-
sible to find words in  the English
language wiich more completely and
fully exculpate §Sir Wilfrid: Laurier,
and which more completely and fully
give a flat contradiction to the allega-
tions of Sir Charles Tupper that Sir
Wilfrid Laurier had simply to ask and
cbtain preferential trade from the
Britisnh Government in faver of Can-
1 Sir, I do mnot hbelieve that Sir
Laurier or any of wus would
tn;u.’v the smal objection if the Brit-
ish Governmen v fit to grant fav-
orable to Canada in preference
to the that it grants to other
wihen we granted prefer-
rade to Great Britain, when
rliament of Canada consented to
inate in favor of British goods,
without haggling, without
making a bargain with Great Britain;
did it in the hope which I trust
to be able to show you has been fully
realized, that our econduct on that oe-
sion would, des conferring a
ery great benefit on the
comsumer, result in a
to “anadian producers at
by riving them a real,
substantial prefercnce by the good will
of the English c umer in the Eug-
Msh market. (C
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rd statement made by
which I hardly
how to characterize. I do not
know that he is repeating these state-

There is a 'th

1
Anow

) | ments in Ontario, but I K at
Baranae i dir, 1 ¥ t do know that

end of Quebec to the other. Sir
Charles Tuwvper, where it suiis his pur-
> is constantly declaring Sir Wil-

be a scif-governing country, by becomy
ing a mere appanage, to speak, of
the Imperial Parliamen. at Westmin-

o
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Wilfrid |
without |
outained |
fiom the IEnglish government any con-
ceseion that he chose to ask, and that |
Laurier !

&ir, |

I know

willing to!

{ that

y all things and
v Canadians, and no more likely to sac-
nad the pleasure of meet- |

i any of you can be.
{ am willing to make all possible allow-
! ances for Sir Charles Tupper.

| absolutely unsupported.

| He
! told the house on
. know perfectly well, a8 Tennyson put
L it. ‘“a lie that is all a lie may be met
; and fought out, but a lie that is part

| hands perhaps a little
dissection
| Now, sir, to give you an illustration. |
! In the first place, I find that Mr. Foster
| declares, and declared correctely,
Mhis: expenditure {n 1896 amounted to
| barely $37,000,000.
| Mr. Foster is very careful to conceal
| from his audience, when he claims that

{ ing
i ail
! ing
{ and
i his rolling stock. Sir, we have known

great loss of money

. had Teen

| He
caoatter of $37,000,000,

OoF ULTRA-IMPERIAL- |

' effect of disorganizing a
i part of that force, from which, to some
0 | extent, they have even yet hardly re-
firid Laurier and his cabinet desire to !

tabdicate our autonomy, by ceasing to

The govern- | ister, and of being prepared, under

these circumstances, to contribute
$46,000,000 a year as our share of im-
perial defenge. Well, all T can say is
this: that I am sorry that 8ir Charles
Tupper—a man at his time eof life, a
man who has held the positions he has
fhield—should deem it consistent with

his self-respect or the importance of :
Foster is extremely careful to conceal
i from the people on all cccasions

such a subject to talk such arrant
nonsense in any part of this Dominion.
SIR CHARLES TUPPER'S RO-
MANCE.

I need not tell you that the very last
thing in the world that Sir Wilfrii or
his colleagues contemplate is, in any
shape or form, resigning one particie
of our rights to free, self-government
jn Canada. We prize those, we know
their value, and most
member of the Liberal party, and no
member of the Liberal Government are

' §n the slightest degree disposed to part

with any shred of self-government,
any shred of power, any shred of
authority which rightfully belongs to
us at this present moment. As for the
declaration that we will be called upon,

. munder any circumstances, to contribute

$45,000,000 a year to imperial defenses.
I simply make this statement in the
full confidence, that every mamn of
sense and intelligence from one end of
Canada to the other, when that state-
ment is known and heard and ecan-
vassed by them, will prorounce it, as

‘1 pronounce it, to be the most absurd

figment ithat ever emanated from the

| brain of a—I hardly know how to de-
Then Sir Charles Tupper declares cn

signate Sir Charles in this instance—
a, political chariatan, I am afraid I
must call him——

A Voice—Romancer.

Sir Richard Cart
my friend--a volitical romancer,
Jdesired, for purposes of his own, to
array the prejudices of a certain class
of persons in one or two provinces of

the Dominion against the government ;

which he wa#® opposing at the time.

(Cheers and laugthter). Sir, I ask again, |

what is the policy which Sir Charles
Tupper is advocating at this present
moment?
vell know,
hardly lost an opportunity of denounc-
ing Sir Wilfrid Laurier because

contingent to South Africa. That,
8ir Charles Tupper’s opinion, was little
short of treason. That din his,
Charles Tupper’s) opinion, was a thing
which shou!d have been done without

the slightest consultation or delibera- |

tion, whereas, as everybody knows,
our troops were cent to South Africa in
the shortest possible space of

cequipped.
THE POLICY FCR QUEBEC,

But, sir, in Quebec we find Sir
Charles Tupper denouncing €ir Wil-
frid Laurier ¢n every wc¢ocagion as an
Imperialist, as a man who is too Brit-
ish for Sir Charles Tupper’s taste, as
a man who is willing to sacrifice him-
self for this or that title or this or
trumpery distineticn. Whatever
else Sir Wilfrid Leaurier may be, Sir
Wilfrid Lauriler, and 1 say it to his
credit, and I say it to the credit of
his colleagues, he and they are, above
before all things, true
rif

e the autonomy of <Canada than

(Loud echeers.) I

the first time I have come to the con-

. clusion that Sir Charles is one of those

unfortunate persons who may be best
described as congenitally and morally
blind. I am disposed to believe he is
physically incapable of distinguishing
black from white, right from wrong, or
truth from falsehood. (Laughter and
cheers.) I can well believe that after

| Sir Charles hag repeated certain state-

ments for & number of tlmes, he pos-
gesses the faculty of believing them,

and it is only for the sake of others I
| have
{ spend this amount of time to expose
{ the
| has chosen to inaugurate his campaign |
; on the present
| and cheers.)

deemed it worth my while to
absurd statements with which he

occasion.

MR. FOSTER'S HALF TRUTHS.

‘And now, sir, I come to the case of a !
| different sort of person.
! with some statements on the part of!
Now, Mr. Foster's special |

I come to deal

Mr. Foster.
faculty, aeince ever I have known him,
has peen this; Mr. Foster will not make
statements like Sir Charles
Mr. Foster's
special faculty is, on the contrary, to
make a statement which is partly true.
deals in half truths. Well, as I
one occasion, you

truth is a harder matter to fight,” and
consequently Mr. Foster requires at our
more careful
that Sir Charles Tupper.

that

So far so good, but

he effected a reduction to $37,000,000,
that he effected that by a deliberate

| process of cooking his accounts, which
| T ean liken to nothing but the conduct |

of a railway manager who, being de-
sirous of presenting a favorable show-
to his stockholders, should suspend
work for the purpose of maintain-

should discontinue all repairs on

these things done, and we have found

i them result in great loss of life to the

passengers on that railway and in very
to ithe company
whose reclling stock or other property
aljowed to deteriorate for
want of proper repairs. Now, sir, that
iy exactly what Mr. Foster did in 1896.
did reduce the expenditure to @
but how did he
do it?

STARVING PUBLIC SERVICES.

Sir, he did it in the first place by

i throwing over a number of items to a !
| further year which ought to have been

paid for in that year, and he did it in

| the second place by absolutely starving
! two most important services

' §t in the next place by discontinuing
he has been repeating them from one !

He did

the drill pay to our militia, with the
very large

covered in many places. He did it in
the second place by refusing proper re-
pairs on public works, with the result
that so much damage was done in

many cases an expenditure probably !
of millions has resulted which could .

have iteen saved by the judicious ex-
penditure of a few hundred thousands
at the time. More than that: when Mr,

\Gi laims credit for havi ced | :
s % SO SERRNAE Taons 1 ventured to believe my ears—but he

the expenditure to $37,000,000 in 1896 he
deliberately conceals as far as he can
the fact that in 1895 he had expended

$38.132,000, and in the second place, that |

for 1897 he demanded a sum of $33,358,-

000 for his main estimates alone, not to |

speak of the very large supplement-
aries with which I will have occasion
to deal a little further on. No, sir,
when a man in one year spends $38,-
132,000, when in the year succeeding he
asks for his first estimate $33,358,000,
and when for a special purpose in the
intervening year he
837,060,000, all I can say is that his con-

duct is, to say the least of it, very ! here—of $13,860,800.

suspicious, and that he has no ground

{ than was expended

-ight—I thank you |
who |

Why, sir, in Ontario, as you |
for the last year he has |

Sir !
Wilfrid Laurier took time to deliberate |
before he authorized sending forward a |
in !

Qi !
Dir

time |
i within which they could be reasonably

It is not |

(Laughter |

Tupper, !

his permanent way i{n good order, !

! of this audience, and more particularly

- sition side.

i serves.

whatever for declaring that he had'
effected a permanent reduction in the
publi¢ expenditure.

CROSS ENTRIES OF SEVERAL

MILLIONS.

Similarly Mr. Foster declares that '
our expenditure in 1900 will @mount to,
$42,000,000. Sir, that may be, but Mr. |

this
all-important fact, that of ithe four ,
ar five million additional which we pro- :

| pose to spend over his awn estimadte .
' for 1897, almost the entire amount is

made up of sums which cost the peo-

| ple of Canada nothing, which are in the '
strictest sense cross entries.

Mr., Fos- |
ter knows right well that for the pur-

| pose of the sinking fumd alone haif a .
assuredly no |

million more had to be expended in 1900 ;
in 1896 or 1897.
Mr. Foster knows right well that for
the purpose of administering our rail-
ways, a charge of $1,500,000 or $1,000,-
000 more was made in 1960 than was
made in 1896 or 1897; and he knows
that every penny of that amount was
collected ¢on the other side cf the in-
creased receipts of those railroads and

‘I did not cost the people of Canada one
| copper.

(Hear, hear, and cheers.)
Similarly he kmows that $1,700,000 or
thereabouis was expended on the
Yukon for the benefit of the people of
the Yukon, for maintaining order in the
Yukon distriet, and he knows that ev-
ery farthing of that amount was col-

| lected from the Yukon, a2nd that it cost
i the remaining people of Canada noth-
ing. (Cheers.) He knows further that |

there were three or four hundred t
sand dollars additional of " iut
caused by the mneccssity of def

the
of capital which he had caused in the

oa-

! years 1805 and 1896 by his own” expen-

ditures or by his own dJdeficits. Add
those together and you find that the
additional expenditure, four and a haif
millions or thereabouts, is lesscned to
an amount of scme four or five hundred
dollargs at most, of which I will give |
you the details’ later, and to no part
which additional expenditure did
ter or his friends raise an ob-
jection on the flocor of parliament.
(Cheers.) .
THE $3%8,000,000 ARGUMENT.
Then, sir, Mr. Foster declared, and
declares at great Jength and empha-
sizes it very much, that I in partic-
ular asserted in 1895 and 1896 that an
expenditure of thirty-eight millions was
extravagant under the then conditions
of Canada. Sir, that is true. I thought
so, then, I think go still—(hear, hear)—
and were the conditions the same I
would use my utmost exertions to
cut down the expenditure; but Mr. Fos-
ter Keeps back from the people whom
he addresses these important gfacits,
that at the time I comsidered an ex-
remnditure of 38 millions excessive,
at that moment we had a deficit of
over four millions of dollars on the ex- |
penditure of the current year. (Hear,
hear.) He keeps back the fact that
ince that time the revenues of Can- |
ada have practically, to ail intents and
purposes, trebled, because at that mo-
ment all that we had to spend over and |
above our fixed charges some-
thing like six or seven millions of dol-
lare, while today the amount at our |
disposal, exclusive of our fixed charges,
is something like twenty-one millions
of dollars—(cheers)—three times the in- |
come at our disposal for all practical |
purposes that we possessed in 1895 and
1806. He keeps back the fiact, the all-
important fact in my mind, that up to |
1895 and 1896 the exodus of our people |
was practically unchecked, and the |
growth of the population in Canada |

Sii

had fallen below that of many old e€s- | oy
i s, while, | {

tablished European
sir, in the last four years we have ev- |
ery reason to believe ihat ithe growth |
of population has resumed its normal !
figure in Canada, and that we have |
added within these four years probably !
500,000 people to the total population.
(Cheers.)

So that if you choose to measure the |
burthens of the people by a per capita |
standard gur expenditure today wouild |
be—even for the selfsame ser es that |
he purposed to ask,$38,500,000 for—found
per head to be very considerably sS |
Lhan the expenditure which Mr. Fos- |
ter himself proposed a matter of four |
years ago, deducting alwavs all those
additional charges for which there are |
cross receipts, and which practically
cost the wpeople of Canada nothing
whatever. (Hear, hear.)

Now, sir, these are vital facts. These !
are facts thatan honest critic, however
he might choose te explain them, would i
in making the criticisms that Mr. Fos-
ter indulged in have placed before ‘he !

le of Canada. Mr. Foster has not |
chosen to do so. I have found it neces- !
sary therefore to correct Mr, Foster
and I trust that if you happen to hea
him on a future occasion you will bear |
in mind the facts which I have stated,
and which are within the power of any
one of you to verify by reference to
our public accounts, But, sir, Mr. Fos-
ter, goes further.
MR. FOSTER'S LATEST

CHARGE.

Now, I do not care particularly, t
take Mr. Foster’'s recent ches.
These electioon speeches of kis, 1 sup-
pose, are made for temporary consump-
tion, and he is not, perhaps, 1o be heid
to too rigorous waccuracy in some
statements that he makes; but, sir,
1 have here the last formal mention
which Mr. Foster was good enough to
place on record in the House of Com-
mons of Canada. I find that in that
motion Mr. Foster makes & charge
against us that, over and above our
capital expenditure, over and above all
tihhe imoneys that he had Jdefinitely, soO
to speak, in sight, we had incurred
further charges, which he enumer-
ated in detail, involving an amount ol
some thirty millions of dollars, oL
which we gave no account. Now, sir,
I want to call the particular attention

FORMAL

of the business men of this audience,
to the mode in which Mr. Foster
malkes up this statement. Sir, I find
that the largest item of this charge of
thirty millions consists of the follow-
ing: “Grand Trunk Kailway, 99 years,
$140,000, $13,360,000.”

Well, sir, I do not know how to char-
acterize a calculation of that kind on
the part of Mr. Foster. Mr. Foster is
a man of good parts. Mr. Foster is
perhaps the best deibater on the oppo-
Mr. Foster is a man who
hus been in public life for many years,
and he has been a minister of finance,
and a minister of finance for a matter
of seven or eight years, if my memory
Well, sir, Mr, Foster rises in
his place in parliament and puts it on
record—otherwise I should mnot have

puts it on record that a charge of
$140,000 a year—a contingent liability,
mind you, a charge which is defrayed
from the ordinary receipts of the In-
tercolonial Railway, and for which
only in the event of there being a de-

| ficit in the Intercolonial Railway could

the people of Canada be called upon

| to pay in their collective capacity, he

puts it on record that the Grand Trunk

i charge of $140,000 a year for 99 years,
i amounts to a debt of the people of
puts it down to

Canada—because that is what he calls
it in this paper I have in my hand
Why, sir, if we
leased for 999 years, which is not an

i
rest o

[ } SH'C
R < : i |
interest on the excessive increase |
t.debt

| to Mr. Ot Di
' is that a contingent liability o1l $14¢

i Says
| svould the payment of interest of ten
i millions

‘at that
i hear.)

I $1.050,000,000, our present total

i ing about $264,000,000 net, or $547,000,000

| lation
| $140,000 a year can by any imaginable
! possible mode of computation 1
" an indebtedness of fourteen millions oi

| in the

{ nalist

| other, are lied to by their leaders,

{ 000,

| obeerve, under Mr.

| Mr,

' 000; it
cheers).

b .

rasher of

n:aeSTERED

\One of the nicest things for
breakfast in any weather is a

Made for the best trade in Canada by Canadians
from Canadian-bred animals raised and spect-
ally fed at the Bow Park Farm.

Easy to cook--Requires very little fire.

uncommon term in England, by
ster's method of calcuiation,
would have egualed an i

of $133,600,000. (Laug

Sir, 1 would like to put tais
Toster—If Mr. Foster’s 1
Uy
a year amounts to an addition to our
debt of $13,860,000, which Mr. Foster
is a perpetual iiability, what

and a half, which_ is the
which we now pay, amount to
rate. of calculation? (Hear,
Sir, if Mr. Foster’'s mode of
making out books e correct, the ten
million and a half wve pay for interest
would represent a total indebte

amount

o £
S 0L

t be-

gross. Now, sir, it is not quite easy
to know how to qualify such state-
ments made by a man # Mr. Foster’s

| pasition, and I can fhardly bring my-

self to believe that Mr. Foster can be
50 ignorant of the principles of calcu-
as to make-the assertion that

resent
dollars; nevertheless,

down in black and
last

he has put that
white in the wvery
motion that he placed on record
Canadian Parliament.
if Mr. ¥oster is not

Juat,

ignor-

{ y
ant, if Mr. Foster knows what he was

doing,

inat

if Mr. Foster is aware of what
really represented, then how am
I to characterize and how are you to

| characterize a man in his position who

makes such statements, and

scatters

| them broadcast over the country, and,
| more than all embodies them in a for-

i mal

resolution in parliament, for the
I wpose, of capturing a few
Sir, what sort of crea-

ink I will have to

well pr

hear,

me to
you

and laughter.) Y

say that the statem , and this
find for yourselves in
Hansard, this statement and this meth-
od Of computation go very far indeed
to redit anything that Mr. Fo r
ve to advar on the subject of
or expenditure of the p

can

more
ed to rewv

some of my worthy friends have threat-

| ened me with the wrath and indigna-

ticn of our countrymen of German
descent because I ventured to insinuate
that Sir Charles Tupper was kindred
to the Boers. That may be. Never-
theless, I have this to eay, that after
reading Sir Charles Tupper’'s speeches
and Mr. Foster’'s speeches, and a few
of the Conservative journals, I was
very much struck with the following
passage which I found in a recent
American journal, written by a jour-
who has been serving with the
Boers throughout their campaign, and

i @ man of very strong Boer leanings:.

The paragraph is as follows: “The
Boers seem not to know or to like to
tell the truth, for they lie to one an-
and
ali but fattened with lies by their
newspaper organs.” I do not wish to
push the parallel teo far, but could
there be a better description of certain
Conservative leaders? Is there not the
strongest mption and evidence
that Sir Tupper, at anyrate,
in that importa pect, is very near
the true typical Boer?
THE DEBT OF CANADA,

Now, sir, one of our difficulties, and
vne upon which *hese gentlemen dwell
much, is the fact that whereas we de-

| clared that it was extremely inexpedi-
| ent

in 1895 or 1896 that the debt of
Canada should be increased dfurther,
the debt .of Camada has increased un-
der our own regime a matter of
$7,103,000 from the year 1836 to the
present year, 1900. Well, sir, again
that is a true statement. The debt has
increased, and I shall presently explain
to you why. 'But first of ail let me cal
your attention to a few little
In 1893, when, as you are aware,
Foster was minister of finance,
net debt of Canada was $241,631,000.
1 find in 1894 it had risen
000. Im it has risen
6 it had risen
from 1893 to 18

both inclusive, you will
Foster, the net debt
reased by $16,816,000,
as mnearly as possible $17,000,000. In
1896 we took over matters with a deébt
of $258,497,000, and our record is as
follows: In 1897 it had become $261,«
£38,000. In 1888 it’ had become $263,-

In 1899, it had become $266,-

273,000. In 1900, and I am giving here
the estimate of the financial depart-
ment, it had increased—how much does
Foster think? 7Sir, at the com-
mencement of the year it was $266,273,-
i®8 now $265,000,000. (Loud

600.

of four yes

We have paid every liability, and
more, during the lagt year,and we have
reduced the debt by very nearly
one million dollars.(Renewed applause.)
Even if we had nothing else to show, I
don’t think that it lies in the mouth of
Mr. Foster and his aseociates to say
that we are grossly extravagant
because we have increased the debt
seventeen millions. That is mot aifl.
When they went out of office, as Mr.
Foster well knows, they left our canais
uncompleted, a number of railway sub-
sidies to pay, and a very large num-
ber of liabilities, amounting in all to
fifteen or sixteen million dollars.Those
liabilities are almost entirely wiped
out and discharged, and notwithstand-
ing the total inerease of the debt, is
barely seven million dollars.

WHAT INCREASED THE DEBT?

Now let me ask of what that seven
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(Loud cheers.)

made that gift we would not have been

seven million doilars in debt. Hagd we

! not made that gift our addition to the
| debt would scarcely have been five mile

lions today. More than that. Ong
milliop of that is cormpos of a dis-
count on a 215 per cent loan floated by
Mr. Fielding and which has become
charzged upon this country.
sums of money coming
markets, and it was
important to pay
ish a standard of
friends on the othet
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A DAILY NUISANCE

A Simple Remedy Which Will Interess
Catarrh Sufiecrers,
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CAUTIFUL ACTRESS
T Sept. 20
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Off the Track

This means disaster and death when
applied to a fast express train. It is
equally serious when it refers to peo-
ple whose blopd is disor ed, and who
subsequently have pimrg and sores
bad stomachs, deranged ine) {
nerves and that tired feeling. Hood’s
Sarsaparilla puts the wheels back on
the track by making pure, rich blood
and curing these troubles

Constipation is cured by
25 cents.
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h
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CASTORIA.
CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.
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Children Cry for
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CASTORIA.




