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CHAPTER XIIL

CH are the facts that, with
"an almost incredible talent
for Investigation, had been

collected and prepared by the &

Z fat man with the jovial face who had
i taken Prosper under his protection, l.
Verduret.

} Reaching Paris at 9 o’clock in th

+ evening, not by the Lyons route, as he

"1 bad said, but by the Orleans train, M.

! V::‘hlmth hurried to - the Archangel,/
+ Where he found Prosper impatiently
expec{ln( him, ;
“You are about to hear some rich de-
{ velopments,” he said to Prosper, “and
' mee how far back into the past one has

| Clameran had not taken a cup ef cef-
!!uhnutﬂcaront'nrumtwm

“Valentine'de la Verberie is punished
in 1866 for the murder committed fox
love of her in 1840. Notlunghm&
le or fergotten. Liste
And he related all that had dis-
vered, referring to ‘a veluminous
 manuscript which he had prepared,
! with many notes and authenticated

proofs attached.
| “I wonder how you disdonnd all
these infamies,” said Prosper when lu
| had finfahed. '
.' The fat man smiled. “When I nmlcrc
"take a task,” be said, “I devote my
: whole attention to it. Now, make l|
: note-of this: When a man of
intelligenice concentrates his thouhtn'
and energies upon the. attainment of
an object, he Is certain to attain that!
‘ object. Besides that, T have my own‘
 method of working up a case. To be!
, sure, one needs some light to guide one
in a dark affair like this, but the fire!
in Glamera.n'- eye when I pronounced
the name of Gaston ignited my lantern,
From that moment I walked straight
to the solution of the mystery as to &
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Wood's Phosphodine, sold in Chat-
Tam by all Druggists,

‘i light”
Prwper‘- léok showed that he woald
ke 1o know the secret of his protect
or's penetration and at the same tinn
be more thoroughly convinced that
i what he heard was all true—that hit

Q.l;l.mconcc would be more clearly prov-

“Now, confess,” cried M. Verduret
“you would give anything in the world
to find out how I arrived.at the truth!*

“I admit it, for it {s marvelous.”

M. Verduret enjoyed Prosper’s bewil
derment. - To be sure, he was neither s
good Judge nor a distinguisbed ama. '
teur; but admiration is always flatter '
ing, no matter whence it comes.

“Well,” he replied, I will explain my
system. There is nothing marvelou:
about it. We wokked together to find
the solution of the problem. Yot know
for suspecting Clameran
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my
bad.a band fn the robbery. As soon at
b § lnd acquired this certainty my task
was easy. What did I do?' I placed
trustworthy people to watch the pan
ties fn whom I was most interested
f‘hmntz;lot as Joseph Dubols tool
of Clameran, and Nina Gipsy
pever lost sight of Mme. Fauvel and
her niece.
“I understand it all now,” sald Pros

“And what have you been doing dur.
ing my absence, my young friend?"
asked M, Verduret after a pause,

Father, Mother aas Son

Doan’s
Kidney Pills.

THE WELL-KNOWN
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| ed to himself.

,* At tbis question Prosper biusned.

| “Alas” be stammered, *I read in 8

. newspaper that Clameran was about tc
marry Madeleine, and I acted like a
fool!”

“What did you do?” inquired Verdu-
ret uneasfly.

“l1 wrote an auonymoul letter to M,
Fauvel informing bim that bis wife
was in love with Raoul”—

M. Verduret brought his clinched fist
down upon the table.

“Stupid!” he exclalmed.
ruined everything!”

He arose from big seat and strode up
and down the room, oblivious of the
lodgers below, whose windows shook
with every angry stamp of his foot.

Prosper remained silent as long as
he could and then uneasily sald: :

“l am afrald I have embarrassed
you very much, monsfeur.”

‘ *Yes, you have dreadfully embar
rassed me. What am 1 to do? Shall I
hasten matters or wait? And 1 am
bound by a sacred promise. We had
better go and advise with the judge of
instruction.. He ean assist me, Come
with me.”

As M. Verduret had anticipated, Pros.
per’s letter had a terrible effect. When
M. Fauvel opefied his mail the morning
after it was posted, the fatal missive
fell into his hands.

Something about the writing struck
bim as peculiar. It was evidently a
disguised hand, and, although, owing
to the fact of his being a milllonaire,
he was in the habit of recelving anony-
mous communications, this particulae

' letter filled him with an indefinite pre-
.sentiment of evil.

‘With trembling hand and abeolute
. certainty that he was about to learn
'some new calamity, be broke the seal
and, opening the coarse cafe paper, was
! sbocked by the following words:

/ Dear Sir—You consigned your cashier to prison,
‘You did well, since you were convinced of his
dishonesty and faithlessness. But even if he stole
850,000 francs from your safe, does it follow that
be also stole Mme. Fauvel's diamonds?

This was a stroke of lightning to a
+man whose life hitherto had been an
unbroken chain of prosperity, who
,could recall the past without one bitter
regret, ,without remembering any sor-
row deep enough to bring forth a tear.
"What! His wife deceive him! And,
among all men, to choose one vile
enough to rob her of her jewels and
force her to be his accomplice in'the
ruln of an intocent young man! Wor
did net the anonymous letter assert
this to be the fact and tell him how te
convince himself of its truth?

M. Fauvel determined to show the
letter to bis wite.

“But suppose'it be truel” he mutter-
“Suppose T have been
miserably duped! By confiding in my
wife 1 shall put ber o her guard and
lose all chance of discovering the
truth.”

There was one simple means of verl-
fication. The letter said the diamonds
bad been pawned.

If it led in this Instance, he would
treat it with the scorn it deserved. ' If,
on the other hand, it should prove to
be true—

Breakfast was announced. At table
M. Fauvel talked incessantly, so as to
escape any questions from his wife,
who, be saw, was uneasy at the sight
of his pale face. But all the time he
was talking he was casting over in his
mind expedients for getting his wife
out of the house long enough for him

“You bave

. to search her burean without her per

|
|

celving, bim. At last he asked Mme,
Faovel if she were going out before
dinner. A

#Yes,” edld she. “The weather l-
dreadful, but Madeleine and-1 must do
some shopping.”

%At what bour shall youn go?"

“immediately after breakfast.”

He drew a long breath, as if relievell
of a great’: WMt. in a short time he
would know the truth.’

After awhile he beard the carriage
roll away with his; wife and niece.
Hurrying Into Mme. Fauvel's room, he

the . ‘drawer of the chiffonier

where she kept her jewels. The boxes

* containing superb sets of jewelry

which be bad presented to her were
gone! The anonymous letter bad,told
the truth!

Pertaps Valentine had put her dia-
momls in Madeleine’s room,

Arm m

| Happily be could procure other proof..

' | He began by calling his valet and m-
| dering him to bring bim every lbmr

7

Qo ~accowaplices,

; that should come to the house. He
then wrote to a notary at St. Remy
to send him a telegram containing au-
thentic information about the Lagors
mily and especially about Raoul.

The reply was as follows: ;

mhnnnum'ypoor.ndnoom!m
auy member of the family named Raoul. Mme.
Lagors had no son, only two daughters.

The next day, among the letters
which his valet brought him, was one
bearing the postmark 'of Vesinet. He
opened the envelope with great care,
and read:

Dear Aunt--It is indispensable that I see you
today. Come to me. | will explain why I give
yonthllttwhlul.muddu!lh‘nm

Raouw.

“I have them now!” cried M. Fauvel,
trembling with satigfaction at the near
prospect of vengeance. -

Bager to lose no time, he opened a
drawer, took out a revolver and exam-
ined the hammer to see if it was in or-
der, He imagined himself alone, but a
yigilan® eye was-watching his move-
ments. Gipsy, under strict instructions
from M. Verduret, stationed herself at
the keyhole of the study door and saw
all that occurred. M. Fauvel laid the
pistol on the mantelpiece and resealed
the letter, which he then placed where
the letters were usually left. not wish-.
ng his wife to know that it had passed
through his bands. He was only ab-
gent but two minutes; but, inspired by
the imminence of the danger, Gipsy
darted into the study, rushed to the
nmiantel 'and rapidly extracted the balls
trom the revolver.

“There!” she murmured. "rhh peril
is, for the present, averted, and M.
+Verduret, whom 1 shall warn through
Oauulon. will now perbaps have tinie
te prevent & murder.”

She descended to the bank and sent
the clerk with a message, telling him.
to leave it with Mme, Alexandre for
M. Verduret. An Lour liter Mme. Fau-
vel ordered her carriage and went out.
M. Fauvel took s hackney coach and
followed Her.

“Great heavens!” cried Nina to her-
self. “If M. Verduret does not reach
there in time, Mme. Fauvel and Raoul
are lost!” i

To Be Oonunued.
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Juvenile Views of Marriage.

He was a curly headed boy with
life before him. She was a little girl
with a saucy pug nose, but wise, it
would seem, beyomd her years. The
fact that she was nursing a doll
with eyes that' opened and shut with
a click may have been his inspira-
tiom. ;

“Say, sister, I t'ink I'd get mar-
ried if I knew how.’’ ¢

““Oh, that's easy,”’ uplled ‘the
owner of the pug nose. ‘‘First youw
buy a diamond rin«g and give it to’
her; then you buy & gold ring, like
mamma’s got, and give that to her,
and then youa must buy her a watch .
for her birthday.’’ i

““An” what she give me?’' expect-
antly asked the little chap.
“Why, muthin,’ of course,’”” smart~

ly replied his little companion. . |

“Say, sister,”’ he added, "I guess
I won't marry.’—Philedelphia Tele-
graph.
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