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t m
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r b
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e D
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s r
oo

ts
 cl

os
e t

o 
th

e s
ur

fa
ce

 
of

 th
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, b
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at
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e o
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ra
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e f
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e m
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d m
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od
y is 

as
le

ep
, 

an
d s

ec
re

te
 an

y n
um

be
r of

 bea
ut

i- 
fu

lly
 co

lo
re

d e
gg

s in
 od

d c
or

ne
rs

 fo
r 

th
e g

oo
d li

ttl
e c

hi
ld

re
n.

 Then
 the

 
w

hi
te

 ra
bb

it,
 af

te
r c

ry
in

g o
ut

 "W
ha

t 
ca

n th
e c

hi
ld

re
n fi

nd
 I"

 thr
ee

 tim
es

 
in

 a
 s

qu
ea

ky
 voi

ce
, dis

ap
pe

ar
s.

 This
 

la
st

 sta
te

m
en

t is 
pr

ob
ab

ly
 a v

ar
ia

- 
tio

n,
 pec

ul
ia

r to 
th

e old
 Ger

m
an

 
st

or
y te

lle
r, b

ut
 it 

m
ak

es
 the

 ch
il-

 
dr

en
 op

en
 the

ir e
ye

s u
nt

il th
ey

 are
 

ro
un

d a
s ch

in
a p

la
qu

es
, an

d th
at

 is
 

su
ffi

ci
en

t wa
rra

nt
 for

 the
 sto

ry
. 

Th
en

 the
 ho

us
ew

ife
 co

m
es

 in 
fro

m
 

he
r m

ar
ke

tin
g,

 bu
t th

e "
ki

nd
er

ki
ns

" 
do

 no
t se

e th
e h

ea
p o

f e
gg

s in
 the

 
ba

sk
et

. Th
ey

 ca
n th

in
k o

f no
th

in
g 

bu
t the

 whi
te

 rab
bi

t. Has
 May

a 
be

en
 nau

gh
ty

 1
 Has 

H
an

s bee
n 

go
od

 1 Th
os

e ar
e th

e q
ue

st
io

ns
 th

at
 

ag
ita

te
 the

 litt
le

 mi
nd

s a
ll th

ro
ug

h 
th

e e
ve

ni
ng

 m
ea

l.
So

on
 aft

er
 the

y ar
e tu

ck
ed

 ni
ce

ly
 

in
 be

d,
 bu

t no
t to

 sle
ep

. Th
ey

 are
 

w
at

ch
in

g f
or

 th
e w

hi
te

 ra
bb

it.
 Wa

s 
th

at
 it 

ra
ttl

in
g a

t th
e b

lin
ds

 1 N
o,

 
it w

as
 only

 the
 win

d.
 So, w

hi
le

 
th

ey
 are

 tur
ni

ng
 the

 qu
es

tio
n o

ve
r 

in
 the

ir m
in

ds
, the

 ho
us

ew
ife

 is 
in

 
th

e k
itc

he
n b

oi
lin

g e
gg

s i
n m

an
y g

ay
 

pa
tte

rn
s o

f ch
ea

p p
rin

t c
lo

th
, w

hi
ch

 
ul

tim
at

el
y le

av
es

 the
m

 de
ck

ed
 in

 th
e 

hu
es

 of 
ra

in
bo

w
. Ther

e a
re

 blu
e 

eg
gs

, gr
ee

n e
gg

s a
nd

 red
 eg

gs
, an

d 
eg

gs
 th

at
 are

 al
l th

re
e c

ol
or

s,
 and

 
m

or
e besi

de
s.

 The 
ol

d Ger
m

an
 

ch
uc

kl
es

 as
 he 

se
es

 the
m

, fo
r the

y 
re

m
in

d h
im

 of
 the

 tim
e h

e w
en

t e
gg

 
hu

nt
in

g w
ith

 his
 frau

 alo
ng

 the 
R

hi
ne

.
W

he
n t

he
 eg

gs
 ar

e a
ll n

ic
el

y d
on

e,
 

th
e f

at
he

r h
id

es
 the

m
 aw

ay
 in

 va
ri-

 
ou

s co
rn

er
s,

 wher
e the

y va
nn

ot
 

ea
si

ly
 be

 fou
nd

. It 
is

 alm
os

t da
w

n 
be

fo
re

 th
e c

hi
ld

re
n f

al
l as

le
ep

. W
he

n 
th

ey
 aw

ak
e i

t is
 br

oa
d d

ay
lig

ht
 an

d 
Ea

st
er

 mo
rn

in
g.

 How 
ab

ou
t the

 
w

hi
te

 rab
bi

t 1
 Has 

an
yb

od
y see

n 
it 1

 Th
e m

ot
he

r is
 ce

rta
in

 sh
e h

ea
rd

 
a n

oi
se

. T
he

 fa
th

er
 is 

no
t q

ui
te

 su
re

 
w

he
th

er
 th

ey
 ha

ve
 be

en
 go

od
 en

ou
gh

 
or

 no
t. W

he
n th

ey
 are

 dre
ss

ed
 he 

le
ad

s the
m

 all 
ov

er
 the

 hous
e in

 
se

ar
ch

 of
 th

e e
gg

s le
ft 

by
 th

e w
hi

te
 

ra
bb

it.
 They 

ar
e no

w
he

re
 to 

be
 

fo
un

d.
 Alas!

 the
y ha

ve
 be

en
 bad

 
ch

ild
re

n.
 Jus

t th
en

 ov
er

 in
 a d

ar
k 

co
rn

er
 the

 fat
he

r sp
ie

s a 
go

rg
eo

us
 

re
d e

gg
. Ho

w
 th

e c
hi

ld
re

n s
ho

ut
 as

 
th

ey
 ca

rry
 th

e p
riz

e in
to

 the
 lig

ht
. 

W
ha

t a 
w

on
de

rfu
l eg

g it
 is

 ! Th
en

 
m

or
e a

nd
 m

or
e a

re
 fo

un
d,

 u
nt

il 
th

er
e 

ca
n be

 no 
po

ss
ib

le
 do

ub
t th

at
 the

 
w

on
de

rfu
l w

hi
te

 ra
bb

it th
in

ks
 the

m
 

|v
er

y g
oo

d c
hi

ld
re

n.
 This 

en
ds

 the
 

iG
er

m
an

 ch
ild

re
n’s 

Ea
st

er
. —

 Fr
om

 
Ev

er
yd

ay
 Ho

us
ek

ee
pi

ng
. 

C
AM

D
EN

 TO
W

N
SH

IP
.

fu
l tim

e 
!"

It 
w

as
 the

 fir
st

 da
y o

f A
pr

il,
 an

d 
Irv

in
g w

is
he

d h
e c

ou
ld

 pla
y a 

jo
ke

 
on

 so
m

eb
od

y.
 The

re
 wa

s n
ob

od
y at

 
ha

nd
 ex

ce
pt

 Ki
tty

, hi
s li

ttl
e s

is
te

r, 
w

ho
 wa

s tr
ud

gi
ng

 up
 an

d d
ow

n th
e 

pi
az

za
 wi

th
 he

r do
ll in

 he
r ar

m
s.

 
Pr

es
en

tly
 he

 lau
gh

ed
 so

ftl
y to

 him
- 

se
lf,

 as
 he 

th
ou

gh
t of

 wh
at

 se
em

ed
 

to
 hi

m
 a w

itt
y p

la
n.

"K
itt

y,
" s

ai
d I

rv
in

g,
 "d

o y
ou

 wa
nt

 
so

m
e c

an
dy

 ?
” 

.

"Y
es

," s
ai

d K
itt

y.
 "W

he
re

 is 
it?

" 
Irv

in
g d

re
w

 for
th

 a 
pe

nn
y fr

om
 

hi
s p

oc
ke

t, s
ay

in
g:

 
"If

 yo
u’ll

 go
 up

 to 
th

e n
ew

 mi
n-

 
is

te
r’s a

nd
 bu

y a 
ce

nt
’s w

or
th

 of 
ca

nd
y.

 I’l
l gi

ve
 yo

u h
al

f."
 

Ki
tty

 ha
d n

ev
er

 se
en

 th
e n

ew
 m

in
- 

is
te

r, f
or

 he
 ha

d b
ee

n in
 tow

n o
nl

y 
tw

o w
ee

ks
; bu

t sh
e k

ne
w

 wh
er

e h
e 

al
iv

ed
—
th

e f
ou

rth
 ho

us
e fr

om
 the

irs
, 

on
 the

 cor
ne

r, n
ex

t to
 the

 ch
ur

ch
. 

So
 sh

e to
ok

 the
 pe

nn
y,

 an
d w

al
ke

d 
sl

ow
ly

 up
 the

 co
un

try
 str

ee
t. 

Irv
in

g w
at

ch
ed

 he
r fr

om
 the

 ga
te

. 
O

f co
ur

se
 the

y w
ou

ld
 sa

y th
at

 the
y 

ha
d n

o c
an

dy
 to 

se
ll,

 an
d th

en
 Ki

t- 
ty

 wo
ul

d co
m

e 
ru

nn
in

g ho
m

e,
 and

 
he

 wo
ul

d g
o o

ut
 to 

m
ee

t he
r, a

nd
 

cr
y,

 "Ap
ril

 foo
l!"

 Wh
at

 fun 
it 

w
ou

ld
 be

 ! No
w

 sh
e h

ad
 rea

ch
ed

 th
e 

m
in

is
te

r’s 
do

or
. Irv

in
g w

on
de

re
d if

 
sh

e co
ul

d pu
ll the

 bel
l; sh

e wa
s 

° jus
t tall

 eno
ug

h for
 the

ir ow
n.

 
So

m
eb

od
y o

pe
ne

d th
e d

oo
r, a

nd
 Ki

t- 
ty

 we
nt

 in.
 He

 tho
ug

ht
 she

 wo
ul

d 
so

on
 com

e o
ut

; bu
t tim

e w
en

t on
, 

an
d n

o K
itt

y a
pp

ea
re

d,
 Irv

in
g g

re
w

 
tir

ed
 an

d a
nx

io
us

; h
e w

is
he

d h
e h

ad
 

ne
ve

r th
ou

gh
t of

 his
 litt

le
 jo

ke
.1 

M
ea
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hi

le
 Ki

tty
 wa

s ta
lk

in
g w

ith
 

th
e m

in
is

te
r’s 

w
ife

.
"S

o y
ou

r b
ro

th
er

 tol
d y

ou
 to

 co
m

e 
up

 he
re

 an
d b

uy
 com

e c
an

dy
," s

ai
d 

th
e la

dy
, sm

ilin
g.

 "W
ha

t is y
ou

r 
na

m
e 

?"
 

"W
hy

 ,I
‘m K

itt
y K

en
yo

n,
 an

d m
y 

pa
pa

 ke
ep

s th
e s

to
ve

-p
os

si
s.

" 
"T

he
 wh

at
?"

 Tas
ke

d th
e la

dy
. 

"W
hy

, th
e s

to
ve

-p
os

si
s! D

on
’t 

yo
u 

go
 ov

er
 to 

th
e st

ov
e-

po
ss

is
 to g

et
 

yo
ur

 let
te

rs
 I"

 
"O

h,
 yo

u m
ea

n th
e p

os
t-o

ffi
ce

 !"
 

"Y
es

," a
ns

w
er

ed
 Ki

tty
. "It

’s 
qu

ee
r 

yo
u d

id
n’t 

kn
ow

 wh
at

 a s
to

ve
-p

os
si

s 
w

as
 til

l I 
to

ld
 yo

u.
" 

Th
en

: how
 the 

m
in

is
te

r’s wif
e 

la
ug

he
d,

 as
 sh

e to
ok

 K
itt

y u
p i

n h
er

 
la

p a
nd

 to
ld

 he
r sh

e w
as

 a d
ea

r li
t- 

tie
 gi

rl!
 And

 the
 mini

st
er

’s ch
il-

 
dr

en
 la

ug
he

d,
 to

o,
 an

d g
av

e h
er

 nu
ts

 
an

d 
ca

nd
y.

"W
he

re
 is K

itt
y!

" ask
ed

 Mrs.
 

Ke
ny

on
, as

 Irv
in

g ca
m

e in
 to 

di
n-

 
ne

r, b
eh

in
d h

is
 pa

pa
.

"S
he

’s u
p at

 the
 min

is
te

r’s
," s

ai
d 

M
r. K

en
yo

n.
 "I 

su
pp

os
ed

 yo
u k

ne
w

 
sh

e w
as

 the
re

." 
Irv

in
g h

ad
 be

en
 gr

ow
in

g v
er

y u
n-

 
co

m
fo

rta
bl

e,
 an

d no
w

 his
 fac

e w
as

 
re

d a
nd

 he
 loo

ke
d a

s if
 he

 we
re

 go
- 

in
g to

 cry
; bu

t he
 soo

n to
ld

 the
 

w
ho

le
 sto

ry
.

Pa
pa

 Ke
ny

on
 lau

gh
ed

, a
nd

 th
ou

gh
t 

it 
w

as
 a g

oo
d j

ok
e;

 bu
t M

am
a K

en
- 

yo
n d

id
 no

t m
ak

e s
o li

gh
t o

f it,
 al-

 
th

ou
gh

 the 
on

ly
 pu

ni
sh

m
en

t she 
ga

ve
 Irv

in
g w

as
 to 

se
nd

 him
 up

 to 
m

in
is

te
r’s 

to
 fet

ch
 his

 sis
te

r ho
m

e.
 

Bu
t th

e b
oy

 tho
ug

ht
 th

at
 wa

s v
er

y 
ha

rd
 ind

ee
d,

 for
 he 

w
as

 afr
ai

d o
f 

be
in

g la
ug

he
d a

t, a
nd

 he 
gr

ew
 red

 
to

 the
 tip

s o
f hi

s e
ar

s w
he

n K
itt

y 
sa

id
, "

Th
e n

ew
 min’

st
er

 did 
ha

ve
 

so
m

e ca
nd

y,
 bu

t he
 wou

ld
n’t

 tak
e 

th
e p

en
ny

, a
nd

, o
h.

 I’v
e h

ad
 a b

ea
u’-

Sc
ul

pt
ur

es
 an

d te
m

pl
es

, a
ll th

e p
ow

- 
er

 
Th

at
 go

w
ns

m
en

 wit
h th

ei
r bo

ok
s 

po
ss

es
se

d.

So
ot

h,
 he - r

em
em

be
re

d grac
io

us
Fr

an
ce

W
ho

se
 ch

am
pi

on
s w

or
e th

e g
ol

de
n 

m
oo

di
 

O
f le

tte
rs

; an
d the

 que
en

’s vo
ic

e 
se

em
ed

 
Li

ke
 a f

lu
te

 blo
w

in
g in

 a w
oo

d.
 

Pe
rc

ha
nc

e som
e p

rie
st

 wou
ld

 giv
e 

hi
m

 a
id

. 
Pe

rc
ha

nc
e th

e qu
ee

n he
rs

el
f. H

is
 

so
ul

 .
W

as
 lo

fty
 wi

th
 a n

ew
 de

si
re

- 
H

e 
le

ar
ne

d th
e lo

re
, he

 wo
n th

e 
sc

ro
ll.

An
d E
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nd
’s 

le
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 fee

l to-
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y 
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. 10

, H
AR

W
IC

H
.
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t

W
ith

in
 h
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 ge

m
s li

ke
 dr

op
s o

f w
in

e.
 

Bu
t no

t so
 lon

g as
 in 

he
r sm

ile
. 

"I gi
ve

 this
 boo

k to 
hi

m
 who

fir
st

"—
Sh

e s
ai

d,
 he

r s
w

ift
 ton

es
 cle

ar
 an

d 
gl

ad
—

 
?

"S
ha

ll re
ad

 its 
ta

le
." The

 pri
n4

s 
je

er
ed

, 
€

Sa
ve

 on
e,

 the
 sil

en
t yo

un
ge

st
 lad

. 
H

e t
ho

ug
ht

 of
 Ro

m
e,

 w
he

re
 on

ce
 th

e
ki

ng
 

H
ad

 jou
rn

ey
ed

 tha
t he

 mi
gh

t be

1
w

hi
le

W
he

n t
he

 yo
un

g q
ue

en
 of

 Et
he

lw
ul

f 
Am

on
g h

er
 ste

ps
on

s h
el

d h
er

 st
at

e.
 

O
ur

 let
te

rs
 fel

t a 
m

ig
ht

y th
ro

b-
 

Th
e th

ru
st

 of 
C

ha
rle

m
ag

ne
 the 

G
re

at
. 

i

Th
e g

ra
nd

ch
ild

 of
 th

at
 C

ha
rle

m
ag

ne
, 

Q
ue

en
 Ju

di
th

 sa
t w

ith
in

 the
 ha

ll.
 

W
hi

le
 sh

ad
ow

s lik
e th

e o
ld

en
 go

ds
 

Th
e fi

re
lig

ht
 se

nt
 alo

ng
 the

 wa
ll.

 
In

to
 th

e S
ax

on
 lan

d s
he

 br
ou

gh
t 

Th
e h

ab
it o

f an
ot

he
r sh

or
e.

 
Th

e g
ra

ce
s o

f th
e c

ou
rt o

f F
ra

nc
e,

 f 
Th

e p
le

as
an

t lo
ve

 of 
le

tte
re

d lo
re

. 
Sh

e re
ad

 the
 kin

g’s 
so

ns
 th

at
 ni

gh
t 

A t
al

e o
f an

ci
en

t ch
iv

al
ry

, 
Lo

w
-v

oi
ce

d a
nd

 sw
ee

t, u
nt

il a
t la

st
 

Th
e 

sc
ro

ll l
ay

 fin
is

he
d o

n h
er

 kn
ee

. 
So

ns
 of

 th
e k

in
g;

 an
d y

et
 th

ey
 kn

ew
 

N
o c

ha
ra

ct
er

s o
f so

ng
 or 

pr
ay

er
; 

To
 th

em
 th

e m
is

sa
l-b

oo
k w
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 bl

an
k.

 
To

 the
m

 the
 writt

en
 page

 wa
s 

ba
re

. / 
Th

ey
 sa

t an
d s

tru
ng

 th
ei

r tw
an

gl
in

g
bo

w
s.

 
Po

lis
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d t
he

 sp
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r, a
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 sh
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ed
 th

e 
ha
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>
An

d t
ro
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d a 

ba
lla

d I
n t

he
 pa
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e,

 
- A

nd
 fl

ou
te

d t
he

 ol
d p

en
m

an
’s c

ra
ft.

 

Bu
t on
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 mo

re
 ea

ge
r, fe

lt h
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 he
ar

t 
St

ir a
s h

e s
aw

 the
 pa
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en
t fo

ld
 

O
’er

 a b
rig

ht
 le

tte
r, 

w
he

re
 th

e 
m

on
k 

H
ad

 wr
ou

gh
t w

ith
 cinn

ab
ar

 and
go

ld
.

Th
at

 le
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r se
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ed
 a s

hi
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 do

or
 

In
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 a 
w

or
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 of
 hid

de
n li
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An
d 

ha
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e re
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da
rin
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A
nd

 ha
lf r
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le
d b

ef
or

e t
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 sig
ht
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Th
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t pl
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