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acknow]. @ Wt He Said in Reply to Mr.

edecessgr, Dugas’ Resolution.
er. You
ir ideas. ! A LD S
’ 22: . % 5 ‘.Wensed Resume of Doings of the
?Opl' :Zil : Council During His Administra-
—Difficulties Encountered.
b fact we' '_'on ;
18k some From Saturday’s Daily
1d habép. response to the testimonial ten-
; by atl the members of the Yukon
scil to the retiring commrisstoner,
RG” 2 william Ogilvie; at Thursday
g gi ‘ht’g meeting of that body, which
4 = uwmoma] was published in the Daily
4 Nugget of yesterday, Mr. Ogilvie said :
—— «] had - intended to miake some ex-
he complagen]y tended remarks this evening. I feel
ich lingéred the somewhat affected by your kindly refer-
nd said: "le' ence t0 myself, and I assure you I ap-
¥ \nanos ) reciate the resolutions which have
ou steaks w P

, and the remarks which Mr,
]uuuce Dugas has made. I want to say
b that I fnlly recognize your feelings in
the matter and recognize that we can
all sympathize with one . another-in
| ghat we all have been striving to do
L since coming to the territory. I will
3 ot make any reference to any outside
gct of any one. I will not make any
flection on anybody now that I am
yetiring, but I wounld like to make a
few remarks to the members of the
wuncil, and say that I wish first of all
"B express my extreme appreciation of
 Jie efforts of the council as it was
N & originally constituted in this territory,
y ~ 1o better the conditions here. The first
" conncil was, as everyone knows, ap-
pointed by the government at Ottawa,
When we arrived here in September,
1898, we found things, I may say—
using the word in a qualified sense—in
a most deplorable condition : the streets
of Dawson were quagmires; there were
‘B no ‘roads to the mines; the postoffice
3 / gervice, to put it mildly, was very in-
efficient; there was no public build-
ings; the two hospitals limited in ca-
pacity, were overcrowded ; the sick
were lying in tents and cabins around
Pawson, and some »scenes in my offi
[ fmost bring the tears to my eyes w
i | think of them; yet, men on
knees begging me for God’s sakef
' “swmething for them.
@
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“¢il had no means, the only
revenues were the fines;
touch a dollar of
of the money received tror
: f lands, timber and min
’ My predecessor could usg
that right was taken ay
sumed office. The publ_;“]
that I had the right tog ise this money,
~ and because I did not® “was criticised
’ vety often for not “‘ki’f&; money belong-
ing to the Dominion of ¥Canada and ap-

propriating it to local§fhse. Ottawa was
far away ; the ’n”“ﬂ-*—jrb were busy; I
do not lay any charge B8t their door, for
it was practically im} ossible to reach
L them, They were uyfiaware of the con-

we Lould not
ney ; none
Dominion
ls “'was ours.
that money ;
ay when I as-

here believed

federal m

& ditions; they coulg not understand
them ; what we sufféifred they could not
N feel at all. "We wggere able to extend
\ but little relief to sghtrained conditions,
4 we had only theg# money from fines
and whisky pernghits, the latter of

which I ]

I was fortung@iate enough to issue
Afew. Thus we gw“e in a dilemma;

We could. not appliiy any of that money

e § 10 benefit the pnl,{ic in any other way

except to lonok ag the
Were required,

their constructi

P {ter sick.
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.. Rosswhi We could raise @and we had nof any
other way to loo} Lk for more to maiiitain
ani. ... Verdé the hospitals ayllq care for the sick. I
o 3 femember on offf . occasion we seriously

- thought '
oeuze.. .. Gung'l  but bt of iy puslug a hospital tax,
e our then g l;cung legal adviser, Mr,
1"...,..1)e;\m ij:;n“p?“ i (Mr. Clement not hav-
.. Veiuz Temps N arrived ) w Las firmly of tbe impres‘
. Sion that und@ r the Yukon [territorial with him, and I have no doubt but
et we could o 10( impose am\tnx what- tba.:t their recommendatxo.ns helped to
d . fver. The atter -was distussed at|bring about the results which have been

S treat length % to whether we should attained.

—————T ; the benefit of the hos- “‘Late in the summer of 1899, as I

“s of the sick,
of APRIL 15 g\.ould not legally do it.
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e T 'mpol if done so. - How
W g g0 ;‘ﬂ“ inter I scarcely
Y A" .nts haw 4 Exr *1gh that w

e Poref  Wes a offe -1 now it seems to me like
e _;“, e % ttmag when I think of it. The
R ; on Work ~ 8¢ the council was reflected
e ¥ q.ndt t:"“ork of the commissiones
V ON SALE e " n account of not more being
e 5 The A public had the feeling that

comm

joner was a sort of auto-

e uy h. It &‘ ¢ had been in our plnce for
N.'fxﬂr,' v -t 3 ‘ t ‘k\nk they would have*been
e -’4'.‘{5": ﬁlttle n o Chlntable, 1f not alto-
W i sl p thé matter. During
l L v P lated to
N Bl & ; hive m yeneans accumulate

T s & Sertain

jd 1 Peiad hnvmg made'a re-

he Flddlﬂf" s N “I‘anons to’ the Ottawa
u.’.ndm ?\(\\ ngs here, I assumed
tmi at we would be re-

trengtk

rter.’ I repeatedly

HE COUNGI

Roads
@t iners were praying for
%, ; it took every dollar

but it was

eling was already exas-
gﬂuch that it would have
.

[rnked the mlnmc’ ithe interior tor
assistance, as undef the¢ Yukon act he
alone was presumifd fo bear the re

sponsibility of the mdministration of
| the affairs-of this territory.” The other
ministers did not take this view; the
result was that, instead of one man be-
ing responsible, seteral men were re-
sponsible. - I made requests-for money
to.ameljorate conditions here, and the
sum of $175,000 vas gianted for the
building of trails This money was
placed in the band of a man entifely
irresponsible to thi local government,

Unfortunately for this vicinity he did
‘| not take the view le should have taken,
and spent the greit bulk of that money
in the south end « the territory. 1 am
not reflecting on that act, but I think
that this Klondke area should have
been considered fin the -distribution of
this money. Itis this area that has
made the Yukon'territory world famous,
and should have received some con-
sideration. Be that as it may, the
members of tht council were utterly
powerless in the matter. I, as tom-
missioner was rot notified that one dot

lar was voted for that purpose; was not
notified that Mr. Charleson was coming
in to expend that money and did not
know what he was going to do until-it
was expended. — Under these conditions
I brought the matter to the attention
ot theTocal council at that time con-
sisting only of Mr. Justice Dugas; Cot-
Steele and myself' (Mr. Clément and
Mr, Girouard being absent). - “wish
now to bear testimony heartily and em-
phatically to the hearty assistance of
My, Justice Dugas in every project per-
tainfog to the devélopment or advance-
ment of the country,” T always found,
when I proposed anything, he simply
asked, ‘Do.you believe it will be for
the public benefit?’ and when I said yes
he assented, and that was invariably
Mr.. Jostice Dugas’ course;- In any
thing that he originated we took the
same course, because we had only one
motive. Anything to the contrary not-
withstanding, outside . this council
chamber, we had only one motive and
that was to benefit the territory. We
tried our best to bring about better con-
ditions. That we succeeded at Jast [
thifnk we can justly claim, notwith-
sfanding anything that can be said to
the contrary outside of the council
chamber or any view held by the pub-
lic. T think that the Yukon council
can claim the lion’s share of the credit
tor the better conditions which exists
today. In-saying this T believe T know
what 1 am speaking of, and every
mémber of the Yukon council knows
that we have tried to bring abouta
better condition of affairs.. Officially,
June last we forwarded a memorandum

to Ottawa, which I had the honor of
framing, signed by all members of the
council except one, and although he

for certain reasons
mention, he stated
his visit to Ottawa he would
That
gist of

did not sign it
which I need not
that on
advocate the changes asked for.
the
into a [uture, memoran-

randum contained
whyt -was put

prepared by a commijttee of the
chuncil after the two / elected

embers had Two

néwly
taken their seats.

members of the couneil went out to
Ottawa about that time and had the
pleasure of distussing /the memoran-
dum with the minister of the interior
and T believe received assurances from
him that it would receive  serious con-
sideration.

“During the summer of 1899 two
members of parliament came to this
country. I discussed the condition of

affairs at great length with them and
country, and we understood that they
would use their utmost
bring about improvéments.

writing, and we are not in a

local council took action. The coun-
Dugas, Col. Steele and myself,
members being absent.

commissionetr to borrow the
$100,000 on the Yukon territorial re
sponsibilities entirely, in the construc-
tion of roads, A great deal of discus-

should be. Deputations from certain
creeks wanted them in one place,. depu-
tations form other creeks wanted them
in others.  The $100,000 would hardly

considered necessary,
that we were driven to maké a com-
promise and built the ridge road, tap-
ping the creeks as far as possible; thus
benefitting the greatest possible num-
ber with the means at hand, which

pointed out to them the wants of this

endeavor to
Our sug-
gestions to them were not reduced to
position
to say whether they failed or succeed-
ed. They gave their opinions, I be-
lieve, to the minister in conferences

before stated, when we gave up hope
of tederal aid in road building here the

cil at that timeé consisted of Justice
other
Justice Dugas
proposed an o_;dinauce authorizing the
sum of

sion was given as to where these roads

begin to bulld the amount of reads
The result was

spent the money on one creek. That I
am sorry to say met with some hostile
criticism; but it was the only thing we
could do.

“‘The question of the bridge actoss
the Klondike was in the same predica-
ment—was referrgd to the Vukon coun-
cil with the result that the commiis-
sioner was authorized to proceed at
once with the procuring of the material
to make the bridge and the construc-
tion of a road toit. The selection of
the site was left to the commissioner,
This site was approved of by both the
engineers of the departmenyof public
works and " our resident enggineer. A
petition was presented against it and I
am very sorry that my view of the pub-
lic interest clashed with that of the
\petitioners, I regret that perhaps
more than the petitioners. Yet I felt
that I was in the position of a trustee
of public money,and i felt that I would
be unwarranted in spending. §75,000
more or less to benefit: a very small
community proportionately to Dawson,
I-think there is only 20 acres of ground
in-Kiondike City;" and what we wuit-
ed was a bridge from the mart to the
mines—the shortest possible distance

the greatest number of interests, and 1.
think that these are all embraced in
the present bridge, which bas just been
completed.— I wish again to emphasize
the remark I bave made that the coun-
cil always bad only one object. They | B¢
differed at times in their views; if they
had not they would not have been
human; but we wanted to get to the
same, point, and to a large extent we
have succeeded. 5
‘“Mr. Ross, my successor; assumes
office tomorrow. I'feel that in him
the territory has secured an experi-
enced legislator, a man accustomed to
new conditions in the Northwest terri.
tories, and will render to the council
and territory invaluable service. More
especially as he has to deal with 1m-
proved conditions.
certain extent—and F use the words
respectfully—the benefit of what we
have dome. A great many things have
been scttled. Many difficulties have
been met and disposed of. But there
ure others that will arise and I feel
assured that sn Mr. Ross you will find
that experience, that judgment, that
practical mindedness that will help
materially to carry on the legislative
work of this country, in a most effect-
ive and efficient manner.
““I wish to thank you very kindly
for your remarks towards me, and
assure you that I appreciate them as
fuily as _a man ¢an, In saying ‘that;
everybody knows \what I mean, and I
will appreciate them while I live.
‘“I have not considered what my
future course will be. I have been
made a most’ flattering\ offer by the
minister of the interior~-a very re-
sponsible position, and a gosition that
will bring me before the people of this
continent. I may atcept it and\I miay
not. I may return/ to the Yukon in a
private capacity,” But I must say this:
No matter whefe I may be, no matter
what my positijon may be, I will al.
ways take the¢ most lively interest in
this territory.
2 “My adven, into this country was in
1887, to mark the boundary line. This
brought me into some notoriety. My
return in 1895 and my stay in 1896 and
1897, brought me more into notice in
connection with the mines here. In
wy report 1n 188y (and I do not wish
to be egotistical) on the
territory, I find I expressed the opinion
that where so much gold was so widely
scattered, even in small quantities as
it was then found, that there could not
fail to be in one section, snd maybe in
several, such quantities of gold as to
startle the world, My prediction has
been verified in the discovery of the
Klondike, and I believe that there wiil
be others.

‘“‘Quartz has not been discovered in

ying quantities so far. We have
r nd nothing yet which will warrant
the assertion that any extensive quarts
mining will be done in this territory.
But I wish to point out that at White-
Borse there are extensive copper mines,
and the same series of copper lodes run
to the head of the Tamana, and I wish
to call sttention to the idea that in all
probability we will find there other
metaliferous lodes. Some of them
hikely gold, silver or other metals, and
in that region I feel confident that we
will find something that will insure
the permanency of the Yukon region as
a mining camp for &qnzmuons, and 1
slnoerely hope ing will be seen
in the v:c:mty o( Dawson to assure us
of the same futute,

“The placer mining work now .in
view in Dawson and vicinity will last
not less than 20 years. If we find gold
bearing quartz of sufficient value (we
have jots of low grade) Dawson is here
lor enerations.

my work in

pression of feeling towards me and your

and assuring that wherever Jam I
will think of the members of the Yu-
kon council with thé greatest kindli-
ness apd consideration, owing to the
trials we had to bear :nd what we bad
to go through together.'’
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