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(From Saturday’s Daily).
It was a valley hemmed all round
by craggy mountains, running up to
towering, sharp peaks. The moun-
tains held his eye for a while; it was
his first unobstructed view of earth’s
mountains in their majesty.

They rose, fantastic, overpowering
shapes of gray rock with mantles of
snow upon their shoulders and bared
heads, each as distinet in individual-
ity as an old king. The grandeur of
the company set off in poignant con-
trast the tender loveliness they
guarded below.

It was well guarded; there was no
.break in the armed ranks to let in
discord from the world.

Below the scene was drunk with
strong color. The middle of the val-
ley was filled for half its length with
an exquisite sheet of water, curving
away as gracefully as a girl’s waist.

Its water was of an unreasonable
richness of hue that held Ralph’s
eyes like a charm; neither sapphire
nor emerald, but parfaking of both.

That part of the valley nearest
him was like a park—like 2a dream-

k.
pa}[‘he {rees, aspens, and White-
stemmed birches weie set out in
clumps in the riotous grass. Farther
up the valley rolled o thick fore;t
Tverywhere there were flowers. Té;
blue-bells growing under his han
were as big as thimbles and blue as
lazulite. Everything growing —
birchtrees, flowers, an-l glas-,i-——
flaunted itself with a particular/vig
or and richness, as if the valley were
nature’s own nursery where she per-

her specimens.

wc’%‘?\i scenepwas not all nature’s.

Off to the left about half a mile
p where Ralph
Ifxggles topping a little rise of gra,;ss
beside the lake, A column of thin
smokée rose above. them. Three ca-
noes lay on the shore below.

1t did not make a discordant note’
in the scene; the teepees rose from
the grass as naturally as trees.
Ralph gazed at them with strong
curiosity. He saw, or imagined he
saw, figures moving in front of them.

The whole scene touched .a .chord
in Ralph’s memory; where had he
heard of such a secret valley— such
a hlue-green lake? ;

So_this was Nahnya‘s secret! He
was compelled to readjust his ideas
of her again. His dark thoughts  at
the mouth of the cave seemed fool-

im now.
Rh’l‘r‘\?s hher place, was characteristic
of the best in her. Nahnya was
worthy of her lovely valley. But why
was she so passmnate'ly bent on
keeping him out of her paradise?

This thought raised all his tortur-
ing doubts again. He determined to
find out what the teepees concealed.

Descending the slope and crossing
the stream, he made his way around
through the flowery grass. Never had
he seen such wild flowers—blue
bells, wild roses, painter’ s-brush —
besides the thickly blossoming berry
bushes, and many a flower he could
not name.

The trees, growing singly or m
small groups, reached the perfection
of their kind.

It was too beautiful to seem quite
real; Ralph, passing among the
snowv trunks in his sober habit, felt
a little out of place, like a mox:tal
who had strayed into a fairy tale.

He ecrosséd ‘another little stream, |

bringing its.guota from the moun-
tains to the lake, Where it emptied
into the lake at his right it spread
out into a minigture delta.

Ralph, attracted by the sight’ ' of

some implements” lying in the grass{

heside the water went to invesitga-te.
He found a shovel, a large, shallow,
howl, and a smaller bowl all roughly
fashioned out of ecottonwood.

As he looked inte.the last n 'med hred

article, Ralph. caught his breat}
'\smnlshment

gold mania of the‘fiorth; he held’ the_
bright metal as lightly.as any man,
nevertheless his breath quickened.
and his eyes grew big at the sight of
so much in so little.

Tewkesbury outright, or to buy 'a"
whole Strirng of the best ponles in'
the country or to carry a ma.n around
the whole world Spending” royally‘ 2 i

Ralph wondered if ever before gold
had been left ' like this unguard-
ed under the sky. He mov‘ed ‘the bowl|
a little and saw that the ' grass was
white beneath

Evidently it had Iain'there many
days. Gold must indeed be plentifal
in this valley, or lightly regarded.
Dimly in his mind rose the vision of
a happier world where gold was de-
spised like this. ? !

Leaving it where it lay, he Went

Descending into a wooden hollow
the teepees were’ hldden from h1m
for a while.

Climbing a little rise finally. hef
found himself: unexpectedly almosf
on top of,ﬁt}he camp.

Nearest him a ripe and comely n-' i
gian girl was stirring a pot over the
re

Begide her on a blanket in the
sun sprawled a flourishing ' naked
infant: At-sight of Ralph a piteous
gasp hissed between ithe mother’s.
teeth. Her eyes protruded with'ters
rof? “she caught the baby \tragically
to her breast and cowered over it.
It uttered '8 piercing ery. & 3

bow. Heé looked uip, and hig 'tace 00 |
froze into a mask of terror. Twaol]
half-grown boys -came running from
the .beach gnd, stood transfixed. The !
fiighteliel faces of two girls stqck i
ount”of a.teepee opening.

Ralph was much embarrassed by
the suddenness of the effect he cre-
ated. Never_ having looked upon
himsgelf as an object to inspire' ter-
ror. tneir attitudes could not but!
siemed far—fetched and ridlculous to
him

. He stood as much at a loss as they,
» Finally the old 'man, after a- yis-
ible struggle w’ith himself, arose and
approached Ra h.' His fea'tures were
stiff with anxiety, and’ his ‘old ' éyes
fixéd“in a kind of glare. d

It was® evidént from his manner
that he 'considered hithself ‘bound tof’
show an’ekxample ‘to the boys. Not
without digriity*he held out a trem-
bling  hand to’' Ralph®

“How?" he'said.

“You speak Englxsh”’ said Ralph
eagerly. ;

“Little bit,” the old man sand :
shaping the words with difficulty. “I
no seé white" mam “two, three winter.
I forget me.” '

(Continuéd in Tuesdays’ Issue.}
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“~Ottawa, Nov."1, 1917.

1 desire to express my deep
appreciation of the h\val.uable
/services ~ which +have  been
¢ ;rendered by the press of Can-
i iada throagh - the Canadian
' Press ‘Association in organiz-
iing .and handling the
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