Appendix

(V.)

st July,

14 Victorice.

Ai)pendix (V) 1850.

REPORT OF PROGRESS FOR '1849-50.

AL A AL T A R R R N

To His Ercelloncy the Right Ionorable Yames, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, K. T.. Buron Bruce of
Kinross and of Torry. one of ey Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Governor General
of British North America, and Captein-General and Gorernor-in-Chicf in and over the Pravinces of
Canada, Nova Ncotiu, New Brinsiwick, and the Island of Prince Edward, and Vice-Admiral of the same.
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CMav o reease Your BExcrniesiy:

dne the year which his just clapsed,

SLavwrenee 10 the Jocality in question, aud two weeks -

Cxented omoany map, are such as would require o

in Just year's Report.

~ some ol’ the prominent fiscts ascertained during the

MosTreAL, 1st May. 1550,

] have the hanor to subtiit to Your Execellency's
consideration, the followime Report of the progress
made in the Geolomieal Survey of the Provinee, dur-

A deseription of the soilsof the country heing one |
of the abivets contemplated by the Legislative Aet |
muking provision for the Survev, Me. Hunt was in-
strurted to colleet samples in different parts of both
gections of the Provinee,  The analyses of these !
Lave constitnted the ehief portion of his tabors dur- |
ing the winter, in addition to the examination of
various ores, minerals and mineral waters 2 and his

Repert on the result of hisinvestigations, T have now
the honor of ransmitting to Your Bxcellency. !

Agreeably to the design expressed in the Report
of P'rogiess of the Ist May last, my own attention
hits been principally devoted 1o the examination of |
the formations of the Eastern Townships, in their
continuation beyond the Chaudicre River to the
Temiseouata Portage Road, inwhich 1 was aided by N
Me. Murray daring the whole, and by Mr. Hunt for |,
pirt ot the time it occupied s but having beengiven |
1o understand that an usuccesstul application had |
been mide 1o the Legishiture, during the last Session |,
of the Provineial Parliament, by the member for
Saguenay County, for the means of prosecuting |
researelies for coul by boring, in the vieinity of Bny]i
St Panly where the diseovery of supposed indications
of the mineral baed been proclaimed by some of the
inhahitants and that the Government were desirons
that the zeological charaeter of the loentity ~Faul-The
examined s for this purpose. when we arrived at
Lsler, in the progress of our exploration on the !
sauth side, Ui opportunity was tahen to eross the 8

were cployed in investigating the rocks in the |
tieivbborhood of Bay., St Paul, and also those of
Mureny Bay, which prosent features of a similar
Lind,  The tine thas substreacted from the explorn-
tion of the south side, disabled us from elfecting so |

complete an exmmination in some parts of the region
as we could have wished : but indeed, in respeet to 4
the whole of that region, the very complieated con-
tortious of ity strata, their frequent metanorphosed
condition, and the great extent of surfivee that still |
rennins unreelaimed from the foresy, and min‘pn"-'j

much longer exploration than has been bestowed
upon if, or than can perhaps be at preseut awarded
to it with due rezand to othier parts of the Provinee,
ta fulliw out the details of its physieal structure.
Muny of the facts that have been aseertained sppear
isolittend, nnd would require a knowledge of many
more o being into view their hurmonious relntion as
parts of 1 whole, and it can only be u very general
sketeh of same of the main geological features of
the distriet, that ean wt this moment be presented in
connexion with and continuation of those exhibited

In proceeding to pluée‘ before Your Exccﬂency

¢ chawraeteristic.

season, it will be convenient to give precedence to
those derived from Bay St Panland Murray Bay, as
the rocks there met with support those constituting
the south side of’ the St. Lawrenee, and by placing

~ them first, an aseending order of sequence will be
' maintained in the formationsthat enter into the pre-

sent description.

BAV ST. PAI'L AND MURRAY RAY,

These two bays, about seven leagues apart, are
the terminations of two valleys, seouprd out of a

| mountainous country, and resemble one another in

almest every respeet, with the exeeption of their

Cdiveetion. The valley of Bay St Paul. through.
1w liaeh lows the River Goutlve, hasa north and south

bearing, while that of the Mareay Bay River in the

¢ portion of it course at present included, runs about -

N.65 B the former is the one further west, and it
follows that the vallevs approach one anotherin
the interior: so that about ten or twelve miles up
the Murray Bay River the distancee hetween them
is not over [our or five miles, and there appears to
he o depression from the one to the other along the
fuot of a range of hizh hills in which the Gouflre
sprivgs, but across which the Murray Bay River
runs in a deep gorge, its sourees being in the vicinity
of those of the Montmoreney. River.  From this
vicinity it flows first to the north-cast and then torns
at nearly a right angle to this course, about cleven
milex ou the road from Bay St Paul to Chicoutimi
an the Saugenay,  This road runs through the val-

L ley of the Goullre, and another one joins it coming
i from the valley of the Murray Bay River, pass-

ing the Ruisseau des Frones, the Little. Lake and
Nairnes Lake, which are all tributary 1o this river.
Both the vadleys display o considerable amount of
witlement for uine or ten miles up 3 the soil in hoth,
to heights of 300 to 400 [eet, is generally strong
clay, with aecasional patehes of sand and - gravel,
and in the middle of the valleys these materins are
found singularly distributed, not in even extensive

U lnyers, but in o multitude of small Lills or hum-

mocks, often of a perlectly conical form, thickly

- ngrgeregzated in many parts, and affording 2 marked

The soil of the uplands appems also
in genern) argillnceous, but rising towards the
mountains it becomes remarkably steny,  The block
of country berween the valleys is mountainouy, and
s0 is the coust both above and below them, and the
general elevation must be: considerable, perhaps
over n thousand feet above the level of the St. Law-
rence,  These elovated parts, however, often shew
excellent farms, from the fiells of which the stones
linve bheen removed with great labor, and the farms

produce good crops of oats, barley, rye, pease and *
potatoes, in addition to which in the valleys, before

the Hessian fly became so destructive in- Lower’
Canada, abundant erops of wheat used to be obtain-
ed, und there can be little doubt, if due attention
were puid to the application of manure, the moun-
tainous character of the district would not deprive

it of considerable agricultural value. A narrow
strip of country on the margin of the St. Lawrence,

occupying ahout fifteen miles of the distance between
Bay St. Paul and Murray Bay, is marked by somo
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