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Meeting One Financial Obstacle to 
Adequate Signal Protection

There is little doubt that there would be a tremendously greater amount of mileage protected by 
automatic block if first cost were the only difficulty to be encountered. The great difficulty, however, in 
the universal use of fixed automatic block signals is found in the continuous cost of maintenance.

The advantage in this respect of

Simmen Automatic Block Cab Signals
is shown by the fact that 
none of the four roads 
which are operating the 
Simmen System have 
found it necessary to pro
vide any special organi
zation or additional labor 
for inspection purposes.

The reason for this is 
that the track and over
head installation of the 
Simmen System is so sim
ple (involving no appar
atus along the track ex
cept standard telephone 
overhead construction and 
simple signal rails) that 
the regular track and line 
maintenance labor is 
ample to care for these 
elements.

All operating electrical apparatus is either in the cab or in the dispatcher’s office.
The cab apparatus is easily inspected when the car is in for regular inspection.
The apparatus in the dispatcher’s office is readily inspected and cared for by the dispatcher, with the 

occasional assistance of a lineman.
This enormous comparative saving in maintenance costs is proved by the experience of the four roads 

on which the Simmen System is now, and has for some time been, standardized.

The importance of this fact in any signal installation is obvious.
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