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Milt htfcn ihm will he put ta he handled 
•ad put through the tlnilin We make this 
ae • (air proportion, that the government 
should give the rleretor romtiwinn the ptnetil 
•eneon in which to pul the government elevatiwe 
into operation, then it will he time for the gov-' 
eminent to aeh fur a renewal of the ronfkfrnre 
of the farmers of Manitoba If the etrvalor 
act ie ping to be edminielenvf •aliWartorily. 
there is no doubt but that the farmers uf the 
province will appreciate such worh. There is 
•a reel leaeea what err» that ran he advanced 
ia the favor of holding an elect ion this summer. 
The fart that the government has passed the 
elevator hill and appointed a commission 
does not convince the farmers of Manitoto 
that the system of government rlevstnrs will 
he provided The government still holds 
the elevator commission in the hollow of their 
hands, ami no matter how good, honest ami 
efHrirnt the memliees of the commission may 
he, the government has power to render their 
work shsiduVrlv futile If the commission 
had hern absolutely independent of govern­
ment control we do wot raise any objections 
to the government railing on an election 
whenever they liked, but the government 
deemed it wise to hold all control over the com- 
miedea hi their own hands ami now lhe situ­
ation is entirely up to the government. The 
commission is responsible only to the govern­
ment and if the elevators are not provided in 
■ way they should he we cannot Marne the 
commission. Itul we must Marne the govern­
ment. This is the stand which we tahr and 
we believe that the farmers of Manhole are 
behind us. We are not considering the policy 
of the Manitoba government in anything 
eirept its attitade on the elevator uuestion. 
and we confess that we are not absolutely 
saddled arilh the method that the government 
has adopted. There is still an opportunity 
for the government to prove itself, and we 
demand that they do so. We repent our 
protest against any election bring held before 
the elevator commission is allowed to do its 
work. We stand by this and we know the 
farmers of the province are behind ns. The 
farmers of Manitoto want government owned 
elevators and they arrfnnt in the mood to 
asrapt any trifling on the part of the govern­
ment. If the government will provide a system 
of elevators satisfactory to the farmers of 
Manitoba they will then have good reason to 
Halm • renewal of the confidence of those 
farmers hot not till then.

• ♦ •
DAMMING THE ST. LAWRENCE

A group of American capitalists are asking 
the Canadian and the United States' govern­
ments for a very valuable privilege on the St. 
Lawrence river. They want the right to 
generate approximately «00.000 h.p. of electric 
energy by damming that river st the Ixmg 
Seult Rapids near Cornwall. It is a somewhat 
difficult matter to réalité at once just what 
that means; but when we are told that it 
would take pretty nearly one-half of the yearly 
output of all the coal mines in Canada In pro­
duce the same amount of «-hour horse power, 
it can readily he seen how valuable such a 
privilege would he—to the capitalists at least. 
To Eastern Ontario, corporation control of 
that enormous energy might not lie so advan­
tageous. I-arge corporations with monopoly 
privileges have ever hern noted for their 
strict adherence to the law of monopoly price, 
i-e., exacting as high a price as is compatible 
with the greatest possible profit. With them 
the interests of the consuming puMic are but 
incidental to corporation profits.

But there are other more serious objections 
to the scheme. These have been concisely 
set forth by the Commission of Conservation 
in a report on the project made last February 
before the International Waterways Commis­
sion—the tribunal that ia to report upon the 
advisability of the proposed dam. The report 
of the Commission of Conservation stated that

Canadian interest* are given a minimum 
consideration in the company '« plans Of the 
total proposed development only n small 
portion 'one-sixth) would he developed on 
the < anadian side ti the river. The Canadian 
market, it states, rasant at present absorb 
its half of the proposed development and. 
should poser le es ported to the Called States, 
the vested interests it would create there 
would prevent its sulwriiurnl withdrawal 
to meet the future needs of Canadian industry 
Moreover, the company proposes s new chan­
nel foe navigation on the American tide of 
the river, the appetwh to which would lie 
beset with dangerous current s. Thus, if 
permission were given to build the dam. 
not only would it lie eseredingty difficult 
for f snails to pis end with the deepening 
of the navigable channel of the St. IJiwretire, 
but an all Canadian route from lair Superior 
to the urean would tieeome a dream of the past

• # •
REALIZING WHAT'S WHAT

The I 'sited States is waking up to the fart 
that Canada is fully competent to conserve 
her natural resources fig the use of her own 
people Time was when |*»pular opinion 
in I hr United Stales tended to regard Jack 
Canuck as a hewer of wood and a drawer of 
water fig Uncle Sam But certain expressions 
of opinion of a contrary sort that are now 
continually cropping up in lhe American press 
•how that this attitude towards Canada is 
fast giving way. Here ia a sample from the 
editorial columns of the American Forestry 
Journal:

"Canada is measuring her limber resources 
•ml preparing to protect them by progressive 
ami drastic measures against exploitation for 
the benefit of the wasteful foreign countries, 
including her next door neighing. We cannot 
b»k to the north for our salvation. We must 
liuslieml all our remaining resources ami plant 
trees wherever they ran I» grown more pro­
fitably than other crops, in on 1er that our osn 
future may lie assured. This is the only way. 
Canada has mit the resources of her own needs 
•ml ours too. ami she is sufficiently wide awake 
•ml intelligent to guard her own The one­
way that our timber resources ami Canada x 
can lg made inexhaustible is by the application 
of the highest scientific knowledge ami lhe 
Igoadrsl com mom sense. "

♦ ♦ •
INITIATIVE. REFERENDUM AND RECALL

The system of direct legislation by which 
the rlrctigs of any country have a certain 
control over their representatives in parlia­
ment ia growing in favor most rapidly In 
those countries where it is in force it has re­
sulted in making the government really 
representative of tne people. It has reduced 
the graft system almost to a minimum. Under 
the Initiative the electors are empowered to 
initiate and firing before the parliament any 
mensure they deem advisable for the welfare 
id the country. This would prcclmlc the possi­
bility of such situations as arise in Canada 
where our legislatures very often refuse to 
pass legislation that the people want. If 
the Initiative is brought into effect the members 
of legislatures will be shown that they are 
only servants of the people as they are now 
incorrectly supposed to be. The Referendum 
will allow the people to kill any vicious legis­
lation. For instance, the corporations may buy 
up the members of a legislature and get them 
to pass a certain bill. The people, hv petition 
can demand that a Referendum be taken on 
that Mil before it becomes law. By this means 
the voice of the people is secured and if t bey- 
say the Mil must not become law. it never goes 
into force. The advantages of the Initiative 
and Referendum are more firmly fortified by 
the Recall. The Recall is the safety valve by 
which the electors can rid themselves of a 
member who is of no use to the electors. We 
often see members of our legislatures who fail 
absolutely to represent the people who elected

the*. If the Bacall were la force the peeph 
could get rid of such a member The people 
could sign a petition compel ling the mendier 
to resign hit seat This would bring on « 
by -election and the unseated mrml-v would 
have an opportunité to viadiratr hiawH 
before the people It ie very doubtful if a 
member who had hern taken out of Ida lent 
on n petition of the people Would have the 
nerve to face the people again. However, 
he would have the opimrlunily to do w> if 
he wished. These three great principles of 
true drmnrrnry which are known aa direct 
législation will sooner or later he a part of the 
constitution of every province of Canada 
That time is coming rapidly on and shea g 
comes it will lie better for Canada than today 
It would lie splendid if I he system could to 
worked in the federal parliament There are 
•omc niemliers of the House of Commons, and 
some of them are in the cabinet, who repris.at 
nothing but themselves— unless it to certain 
corporations. They have folded tto people 
for some lime hut their time is coming sooner 
or later. As tto saying gees. "You ran fool 
all tto people some of tto time and some of 
the people all the lime, but you can’t frail 
all the people all tto time." This will hr 
proven true in Canadian politics jB years to 
come,

• * •
During tto summer is a good time for farmers 

to dev ote thought to t he solution of the rirv ator 
and live slick problems All three provin­
cial farmers' associations have nlaml them- 
•elves on record aa in favor of gov ernmeat 
ownership of tto terminal elrv alors and all 
threw provinces are in favor of a government 
owned and controlled dead meal export trade 
Tto meat combine and tto elevator com Mae 
have had a good time in tto past and have 
pulled together a goodly parcel of money by 
exploiting the fermera. Now. it is time for 
the farmers to look after themselves. Tto 
Itapiinion government mu«t come to the rescue 
■ml take over tto terminals, and also provide 
a system whereby the western live stock 
raiser may to relieved from the present monopo­
listic system which eats up the profit of his 
business. One of tto tost methods of prepar­
ing to solve these <|uestiona is by instructing 
the western members of tto House of Commons 
as to their duty in tto matter. If they are 
thoroughly instructed they will to able to do 
good work in tto House of Commons this next 
session.

• • *
We read in press dispatches that all tto 

cabinet ministers are leaving Ottawa during 
the summer months. Tto life of a cabinet 
minister is almost unbearable when to is 
compelled to take a tour in a private car 
throughout tto west, or a holiday trip through 
Europe. When we consider how our ministers 
sacrifiée themselves for their country it is 
most touching.

♦ • •
Each investigation shows that the Grain 

Growers have torn right in their claims that 
there is grsft in the elevator system. There 
are a number of other investigations yet to 
to made. The Grain Growers are on the right 
trark and if they keep at it they will soon 
make tto west a farmers' country-

• ••
It will not do to let the bra nidi associations 

die during tto summer. There is a good time 
between seeding and harvest when meetings 
can to held and a great deal of good work ac­
complished.

♦ • •
The Saskatchewan elevator commission holds 

its first session in Moose Jaw on May II 
This commission is getting husy at the work 
for which it was appointed.

• • •
It is to to hoped that Tag Day in Manitoba 

will result m a large sum being raised to stamp 
out the great white plague in Manitoba.


