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ring, where the public generally can get a chance to Russia to Kief. From Kief he went to Odessa, on Bremen, by way of Moscow, and there took ship for 
see it. If possible the affair should start off with a the Black Sea, and thence by way of the Crimea, to home. .
march past of the prize winning stock, horses and Transcaucasia, “ the land of Noah s Ark, that storm The net result of this trip was first ofa, a "S
cattle, if the judging is done in time, and exhibitors centre of contact between Europe and Asia. Crossing of alfalfa to a latitude much more no a any
should be compelled to parade their stock. Most the Caspian Sea,he plunged into the land of the Turko- in which Americans had known it to grow then the 
fair visitors spend only the afternoon on the grounds, man. By this time, though hampered by an inter- shipment of five carloads of seeds and plants of many 
At the bulk of fairs they would have a job finding prêter, he had developed the art of agricultural kinds to the DepartmentofAgnculture atWashing- 
the prize winners of any class if they did wish to see inquiry to a high degree. Almost every man or every ton, including the first importation of lu kestan 
them, and where a stock parade is managed properly, group of men were subjected to an agricultural cate- alfalfa into this county. , .,
the various classes marched past in order, the visitor, chism. It was not long before the professor was hot The journey, m the estimation of the professor^paid 
if he doesn’t have a chance to inspect the animals on the trail which he knew was likely to prove of the and paid abundantly, but that the northern limit of 
closely, knows at least that he has seen the best of utmost significance. the alfalfa belt in Asia had been reached was by no
the stock, ahd is better satisfied than he would be This was a trail of hardy alfalfa. All whom the means certain. n ee: , ere was: convincing: ev 1 -
if he tried to look the exhibit over at closer range, professor met,army?officers particularly, were closely ??ce that tha „ , , - , , . , h À t|
and found the bulk of it hidden away under horse Questioned as to this forage. Horses even were Kopal an army officer had said that he had seen the 
blankets. If there are races, and we believe some °approached on the subject, ” and the provender they Plal\t at Zaisansk, a considerable distance northcast- 
sort of a racing program should be put in at every were eating in the market-places and at post-road ™ard of Kopal. P .. wh , , X,
show,po matter how small, have a man in charge who stations was examined. And still onward across back and takc iip the broken a ,
can start a race without, wearying the spectators the Oxus (now the Amu Daria) River led the trail, but that he might be ab]e to find the great orage 
to desperation. At country fairs racmg should be the same that was followed by Alexander the Great plant hardened by natural processes through tious 
confined exclusively to local horses. Nothing is m0re than a score of centuries ago. On alfalfa, the ands °/, yeaJ® m far, nortllern regions, j is fy g he 
gained by bringing in a band of circuit horses to make explorer found, Central Asiatic civilization had existed hope .^at the whole great cen ra p ai or
a gateway with the purses. Local men in most cases, for centuries, and what would sustain a semi-civiliza- America, fjOIP Nebraska to u son ay, cou e 
will put up equally as good a performance, and the tion in the East he knew would be an immensely made an alfalfa-bearing region. But wars an rumors 
fact that both men and horses are known in the valuable adjunct to the products of a fully civilized of wars served to postpone the proposed second rip 
community adds interest to the event. A couple of people in the West. The Northern African alfalfa, *or near,y a decade, 
hours of racing in an afternoon is sufficient. Between carried by the Spanish into South America three jHE THIRD trip across asia
heats other events can be pulled off. At fairs in the centuries ago and thence northward into California, Then one day came the announcement that he was 
old land leaping classes are much in favor as an had been shown again and again to be unfit for the agaln to take up that trail, and it came dramatically 
attraction. Jumping the hurdles is a perfectly prairies of the Northwest. It would freeze out in enough. At the dedication of the South Dakota 
legitimate adjunct to a show where horses of any severe winter with many millions as the aggregate State Fair at Huron, in 1905, Secretary \\ llson made 
kind are exhibited. It is possibly a feature more Joss. But here was a chance that a thoroughly hardy the chief address, and in the course of that address, 
popular with the public than any cither horse at- alfalfa might be found—a variety inured to drouth without warning to I rofessor Hansen, who was sitting 
raction. They are able to follow it or think they can and cold through thousands of years of natural near, he said that the alfalfa explorations were to be 
which is all the same thing. Hurdle jumping might methods of cross-breeding. So the professor followed resumed, and that the professor was to go again to 
not be possible at some shows out here but at quite a on across the land of the half-civilzed Turkoman, ^s,la'
number a little of it could be worked in. Leaping through Bokhara, into Turkestan and to its capital troubles in Russia were at a high heat, and
classes should be arranged for horses ridden by both Tashkent, where he found an alfalfa bazaar which they extended over into Siberia. To go into Siberia 
gentlemen and ladies. bore the marks of great age. And still the signs therefore, meant no inconsiderable risk. But the

At purely agricultural fairs there are a number pointed northward and eastward; without a thought explorer did not temporize. He would go as far as he 
of horse events that can be pulled off with ordinary of turning back, he pressed on, stopping now and c°uld until some insurmountable obstacle put an 
farm horses. In this country where farm outfits then for needed rest or to question some Turkestan ®nd t° I)ro8ress: He a^ onc® crossed to Helsingfors, 
consist ordinarily of four or more horses, four and plowman with camels hitched to crude implements 11 . e aarbor there he saw battleships stripped for 
six in hand classes could be arranged, the judging be- centuries behind the times, as viewed by Western action. 1 he outlook was not promising, but he went 
ing done in the ring. For the ladies there may be standards. on- and despite evil omens on every hand he reached
harnessing and driving contests. There can be Omsk in safety
hitching compeiÿtioj 
for the best mi 
teams. A dra 
feature if it can: 
there are walking, 
like to no end- 1 
line of attractions for agricultural

is, drawing contests and prizes a thousand miles in a tarantass Without going southward to Kopal, he began his
ibest groomed and best trapped . , . , quest for alfalfa along the Trans-Siberian railroad.

' test makes a very interesting . V16 journey was made in a tarantass, a four wheeler Receiving encouragement, he took to the open steppes 
fed off at a good time Then Wltu no springs, the bed being on long wooden poles, to demand of Nature her secret. The season was 
' backing contests and such making a bone-racking vehicle somewhat resembling already far advanced. Snow lay upon the ground,

0 . . . in onnporoupp O mnrifim hnnlrho'irH I f Time orurtViinrr   1 i 1.  . • , , mi ° /- .ebelieve there is nothing in the *n appearance a modem buckboard. It was anything and there was no time to waste. Then, one after 
or agricultural fairs more popular ^ com./)rîa^ e conveyance for a 1,300 mile jaunt, noon, out on the bleak plains, the man made his great 

than events in which horses play the prominent part, put it was the best to be had for the purpose, and then discovery. He found, even in that high altitude, a 
____ 1- Vw™ —f vJiimm film, ™ tliere was the alfalfa to lure the traveller on. ü~11— 1 1 " " T ...................... .............Most people like to have you believe they can appre- wtb tu ure ne Lrave“er on0\ roilow" wild allaita. It was not the blue-flowered alfalfa of

date good horses and most of us unwittingly admire in% *or hundreds of mfles along the Tian-Shan range Turkestan, but a yellow-flowered variety. Subse- 
good horsemanship. A baseball or football match, 9, moun ains between Turkestan and China, Professor quent investigation was the means of bringing a 
if the eompeting teams are any good and don’t ansen finally crossed the range into China, bringing “ wonderful new fact to light. ” As Professor Hansen 
require all afternoon to play a game,are all right. 9,P a „ jClent m Province of te^s it, it was this:
But attractions of this kind should be secondary He had traced the blue-flowered alfalfa to the “ Where the blue-flowered alfalfa stops, three yellow-
to such as we have just enumerated. v^ry doors of Chinese temples in the heart of Asia, flowered species are found, extending from one thou-

There are plenty of admirable features that can be , e was a housand miles from a railroad,and had gone sand to two thousand miles northward, and clear 
introduced into the amusement program of fairs. or mon hs without letters from home, and he was across Siberia, approximately between parallels fifty 
The important point is to have what is provided in V1. a ai? . w^e.r5 sPeec^ was utterly unknown to and sixty-four north latitude. As these species grow 
this line of a high order and not attempt to have 991 ? ^easî ^Eree removes as things stood from any- freely in dry districts, they point to the extension of
too much of it. If things are not allowed to drag and . in? . e c<?u ^ understand. In order to carry on his the alfalfa belt on this continent from Nebraska north- 
everything goes off in time the crowd will be amused mflu^es, e had to have three interpreters, one to ward as far as men will care to farm—even to the 
without being wearied. The program should not be rans ate Chinese into Tartar, another to make lartar Hudson Bay district.”
extended much beyond five o’clock. Let the people 9/er in ° .Hfsia5V a third to reduce Russian to The moment of the discovery of the first yellow-
get started for home early, if you have another day’s erman, h which he was familiar. Yes, alfalfa flowered alfalfa out on the wind-swept Siberian 
fair, and they are more likely to return next day. |fexy a er ° n°Hhward at Kopal, he was told, steppes, after nine years of waiting, was one of intense 
Most people are sufficiently amused with a three -,,9 across e rugged i ian-Shan range he hurried, feeling and suppressed excitement for the explorer A 
hour s program any way.

H. Oscar Sheldon.

Trailing the Hardy Alfalfa.

Winter was coming on, and there was no time to be more demonstrative man .would have thrown his hat 
lost So he kept his post-horses moving. in the air and spent his energies in shouting. Profes-

At Kopal he did find alfalfa. It grew out on the sor Hansen, on the contrary, set to work gathering all 
wide steppes, where the Kirghiz Tartars pitched their the plants that he could find, and he put his driver 
strange camps amid a sparse vegetation. But there at like work. All the seed found then and aftemlrd

W. P. Kirkwood, in the April World’s Work, tells degree^eistQQngitudT^vffiter11^ foe apfffisfwffiJh cV® eastward was from wild plants. The
an entrancing storv of the work of Professor Hansen n gf u longitude, winter, that foe against which Siberians had used the plant for hay for centuries buto? the" &mth ^Dakoîa° Ex^rimen° S tatio^,S the^wi^ard Jlth ^nse areas of ^,ld land on^-hichTo Qmw ha^
of American agriculture.^in discovering and inventing SScÆfeÆ atm". ZtZ h"r
fruits and forage to withstand sub-zero weather, off there in Asia would defeat temporarily, at least, give a larger supnV encouraging Nature to
The portion that refers to the Professors trans-Asiatic the cause of the plant kingdom in North-Central 8 At Irkutsk Professor Hansen fmmrl 3 d c .u
Ergeye:,o„Tbt,°b.a «Prs=dram of ”m,er- w>.

In°1897, when Professor Hansen had just advanced mhied^^ro^se^0^ ^^^ravehed ^T^nhles tbv ^Ie. t0 Fmy Ç]fnty of seed- Not a seed
the preliminary work of his campaign for the occupa- wagon when snow put an end to his search for seeds of tpd ge»tthouf.h’ a”d he went back to the owners 
tion of the North by small fruits to a promising point, and he decided not to go back over his ^von rnnte e &y’ M?ngohfn Barlats- bought their load, and
Serctaiy JVilaon. of the National Department of Agri- but to take sledges and push on almost due northward by hand “VheTiUkcofn ol riiVreS"8 7* 
culture, began to put into execution a plan to explore 700 miles to Omsk on the Tr-ins SiWmn y ; , e nttle ,co,ln ot the realm, of which thethe four corners of the earth for plants and animals It was a hazardous'thing to do as the even?proved! ̂ discourage^T hesTtancy ^PP’y‘ P1"°Ved a sufficie»t
adapted to the needs of the various sections of the almost costing the professor his Uf» oc J T, . g® °ï neslJapcy.
United States. He called upon ^Professor Hansen to having tracedalfalfa to a latitude

lmost as far east yellow-flowered^ and"thrbli^3oi^Ualfalfa^*
wesri He had overlapped, and that on the overlaps grew natural
ge-ridp hpforp n hirKi-irio i4,— ______ grew natural

almost costing the professor his life as the price of But the"finding of the"'niant d,vi a ,.
r v . w . - , r . ... ■ having tracedalfalfa to a latitude more northern than coveries relating to alfalfa p1 a 7® d,S"

go to Europe and Western and Central Asia in quest that of the capital of Minnesota and almost ?= far «et , L; “"g altaita; . inquiry showed that the
of drouth-resisting and cold-resisting plants. He Gf Greenwich as South Dakota is west
gave lb* professor a free hand. Much of the w„d scarcely set out on his 700-mile sledge-ride befom a itybriSSthï two, suggesting immen*
region which the plant explorer was to traverse violent blizzard swent down nnnn him da,.t rtf tu» rr, »i 1 y ,s 01 l,e lw9-saggestinj
—the heart of Asia-had been explored but North, and his Tartar drivers got lost on the treach alffiffa luitedto6 apygRenlisf0 ^ the kind of
little by travellers and the professor knew he was erous steppes. When morning broke the ^ ' • to any Slven district.
going on tio midsummer’s picnic. But,as he himself 
says, “possible hardships were .forgotten in the 
eager quest. "

storm subsided a little, and the little'company found brought 'back “fte^the^ret'^smv original supplies 
a post house at Sergiopol with shelter and warmth,if Japan, has vet been distributed pw by Wfy.°f 
not over-appetizring food. Pneumonia threatened tinne nnHpr tVw* _r u ^ Experiment stair j- *u u u * a 4 04. t> 4- v not over-appetizring food. Pneumonia threatened tions under the dirertirm n ^APenment sta-

and thence southeastward to Nijni Novgorod, the
scene of Russia’s great annual fair, to which are impatient of'further delay, he* pushed on"" But'The
carried the agricultural and manufactured products sting of exposure had gone further than he supposed 
of both Russia and Asia—"lino te lnct- f^^ —1 u_r .. , 1 , , - - - '
new material. Following 
tance, he turned eastward 
nature’s battlements
finding on the way farms _______ o
imported from the East. Then he turned westward three dav
again and crossed the great plain of South-Central horse, he reached Omsk. He hastened bv train to

military hospt.il at Sergiopol for a week, “fhep îheVITav'r^en thXugfwffS'® tCStS and’ UntiI
given to the public. Results obtained aT^rookings
and elsewhere, however,give promise that when the 

to make announcements they 
actorv sort, and mean the push- 
able farming belt much farther 

■ r Hansen does not say this,
md nights without stop except to change, with'the results obtain^ thatfhe 15 ,not d>sappointed

> inference is^natum^anï f^.that fact large


