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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE
A Tale of Missionary Life

By Rev. R. W. W. ALEXANDER Victory Bond a Bulwark
Just as the Great Silent Fleet was England's sur 
shield against the aggressiveness of Germa: 
Kaiserism, so are Victory Bonds your stronger 
bulwark against misfortune and a “rainy day.”
The security is unrivalled. Interest is prompt and sun 
and should necessity arise for immediate cash, your VictQi 
Bonds can be readily sold. Furthermore, no other securit

THE original Rocky Mountain 
House was an old Hudson Bay 
Trading Post on the other side 

of the Saskatchewan River, of which 
nothing remains save two old chim­
neys and a few scattered stones. The 
present village, which has a popula­
tion of 300, is on the east side of the 
river and about one mile north of 
where the Clearwater River unites 
with the Saskatchewan, the school 
being called Confluence in conse­
quence. It is practically a railway 
town; the C.P.R. and C.N.R have a 
union depot here, the C.N.R a cache 
and a roundhouse. I came in here 
just 17 months ago, and am the first 
ordained Church of England minister 
to reside here. I set to work to ex­
plore the country for miles around, 
having a district of 6,000 miles to 
travel in. I have been able to organ­
ize three parishes, Holy Trinity, 
Rocky Mountain House, St. John’s, 
Nordegg, and St. Andrew’s, Beaver 
Flats—a “closed” mining town. Nor­
degg is fifty-eight miles west on the 
"C.N.R and consists of a mining town 
of, 1,200 inhabitants. It is a closed 
town under the management of the 
mine owners, the Brazeau Collieries, 
who have their head offices in Tor­
onto. The coal put out of these 
mines is steam coal of a very fine 
quality and almost unlimited quan­
tity. I have about 26 Church fami­
lies there, besides many single hands.
I hold service there once a month. 
The journey up is often tedious, 
owing to the fact that only mixed 
trains are run, and also the track 
having been hastily built, rock-slides 
and washouts occur. On one occasion 
it took me ten hours to get there, 
a huge mass of rock having rolled 
down in front of the engine.

There will evidently be in time a 
succession of mines between Nordegg 
and Rocky Mountain House. At pre­
sent there are four, a new one at 
Harlech, eight miles east of Nordegg, 
then there is Sander’s Alberta and 
Sander’s Creek, and a mine just west 
of these, £ll supplying good house 
coal. Little settlements are growing 
up round each of these, which will 
soon be small towns.

In the winter time, 17 miles west 
of here at Horburg, there are huge 
lumber camps, and thousands of ties 
are brought out for the railways; 
over 300 men were working there all 
winter. At Nordegg itself, there are 
small lumber camps, from which 
mine props are cut. Also there is a 
rock-crushing camp run by the C.N.R 
As I endeavour to visit these camps, 
you can understand the amount of 
work I have to get through.

In addition to the three organized 
parishes, I have opened up nine un­
organized mission points. These con­
sist of country districts for the most 
part, with the exception of Eckville,
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more Battlefields of the Cross.—By 
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Short, simple sketches are given 
of life among the natives of North 
America, the Indies, Africa and Aus­
tralia without Christianity, and the 
blessed work of missionaries is un­
folded as one reads through these 
stories. History, geography and mis­
sionary knowledge are all wonder­
fully given in this little volume.
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WHEN CANADA WAS NEW 

FRANCE.

In a little book of 142 pp. published 
by J. M. Dent & Sons, Toronto, at 
$1.25, Dr. George H. Locke, Chief 
Librarian of Toronto Public Library, 
has retold in interestinc «*-
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