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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE

A Tale of Missionary Life
By Rev. R. W. W. ALEXANDER
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HE original Rocky Mountain
House was an old Hudson Bay
Trading Post on the other s;de

of the Saskatchewan River, of wh_lch
nothing remains save two old chim-
neys and a few scattered stones. The
present village, which has a popula-
tion of 300, is on the east side of the
river and about one mile north_ of
where the Clearwater River unites
with the Saskatchewan, the school
being called Confluence in conse-
quence. It is practically a railway
town; the C.P.R. and C.N.R. have a
union depot here, the C.N.R. a cache
and a roundhouse. I came in here
just 17 months ago, and am th_e first
ordained Church of England minister
to reside here. I set to work to ex-
plore the country for miles ground,
having a district of 6,000 miles to
travel in. I have been able to organ-
ize three parishes, Holy Trinity,
Rocky Mountain House, St. John’s,
Nordegg, and St. Andrew’s, Beaver
Flats—a “closed” mining town. Nor-
degg is fifty-eight miles west on the
‘C.N.R. and consists of a mining town
of 1,200 inhabitants. It is a .closed
town under the management of the
mine owners, the Brazeau Collieries,
who have their head offices in Tor-
onto. The coal put out of these
mines is steam coal of a very fine
quality and almost unlimited quan-
tity. I have about 26 C!mrch fami-
lies there, besides many single hands.
I hold service there once a month.
The journey up is often tedious,
owing to the fact that only mixed
trains are run, and also the tr_ack
having been hastily built, rock-slu.ies
and washouts occur. On one occasion
it took me ten hours to get there,
a huge mass of rock having rolled
down in front of the engine.

There will evidently be in time a
succession of mines between Nordegg
and Rocky Mountain House. At pre-
sent there are four, a new one at
Harlech, eight miles east of Nordegg,
then there is Sander’s Alberta and
Sander’s Creek, and. a mine just west
of these, all supplying good house
coal. Little settlements are growing
up round each of these, which will
soon be small towns.

In the winter time, 17 miles west
of here at Horburg, there are huge
Jlumber camps, and thousands of ties
are brought out for the railways;
over 300 men were working there all
winter. At Nordegg itself, there are
small lumber camps, from which
mine props are cut. Also there is a
rock-crushing camp run by the C.N.R.
As I endeavour to visit these camps,
you can understand the amount of
work I have to get through.

In addition to the three organized
parishes, I have opened up nine un-
organized mission points. These con-
sist of country districts for the most
part, with the exception of Eckville,
a small village on the C.N.R., where
I am endeavouring to build a church
and have raised, with the help of my
W.A.,, about $300. Eckville is 384
miles from here. I have travelled 2;-
000 miles on horseback in the 17
months. It is the best way to get
about here, owing to the large quan-
tity of muskeg in the vicinity. My
other points are: Prairie Rose, 22
miles east; Hespero, 26 east; Al-
hambra, 14 east; Arbutus, 10 east;
Clearwater, 7 south-east; Cheddar, 22
" south; Evergreen, 32 south-east; and
New Hill, 40 south-east. The people
nthese two last-named places have

d no services for five years. I
often have to get off my horse and
wade through the muskegs knee deep
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in mud and water and take services
with wet feet.

In the fall and winter I often hold
lantern services on week nights in
numerous places,. which are well at-
tended and enjoyed. I have held these
services now during the eight win-
ters I have been out west, sometimes
driving, and also carried the outfit
1,500 miles on horseback. I am very
much in need of a new acetylene lan-
tern and slide carrier (Baird) as mine
is pretty nearly worn out. This pro-
longed winter, with the deep snow-
drifts, made it very bad to travel,
but I fulfilled all my appointments
with the exception of one, when the
sudden thaw came. I had left this
early one Saturday morning and rode
24 miles, wading my horse through
floods which came up to my ankles
sitting on the horse. All the cul-
verts were washed out. I stayed the
night at a farmhouse and next day
rode on to Eckvillee When I got
within 1% miles of the town, there
was a huge flood one mile wide on
the Medicine Creek. I put my horse
into the water till he lost his footing
and had to swim and then a man
from the railway bridge under which
I had to pass shouted to me that it
was much worse further on, so I had
to turn back and give it up, or I
might have lost the horse and got
drowned. I went back to a farm-
house and next day baptized five
children and rode 25 miles and then
home the next day.

Such is life in these western fields,
varied and interesting. The Bishop
has held one Confirmation here and
I have baptized 81. During my eight
years in the west I have ridden 20,650
m1]e§ horseback and paid 7,700 visits,
baptized 500, had many confirmed,
built one church at Savoy, raised
much money for Red Cross and other
war obejcts with my picture sewiceg,
been out in all weathers, all tempera-
tures and am looking forward to in-
creased activities in this district,
which I have now well in hand, as I
now know all the trails and the
people.
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More Battlefields of the Cross.—By
> E. B. Trist. 3s, 6d. net, with
illustrations. London, S.P.C.K.:
New York, the Macmillan Co.

Sl_lort, simple sketches are given
of llfg among the natives of North
Amgrlca,. the Indies, Africa and Aus-
tralia without Christianity, and the
blessed work of missionaries is un-
foldgd as one reads through these
stories. History, geography and migs-
sionary knowledge are all wonder-
fully given in this little volume,
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WHEN CANADA WAS NEW
FRANCE.

In a little book of 142 pp. ublishe
by J. M. Dent & S . 'Pi‘olr)onto, atii:
$1.25, Dr. George H. Locke, Chief
Librarian of Toronto Public Library
has retold in interesting fashion thé
fasclpatlng story of the days when
Cartier, Champlain, Joliet, Marquette
and those other intrepid pioneers and
explorers faced the thrill and danger
of a new land. The tale of the Iro-
quois and Huron and the heroism of
the Roman Catholic missiongries is
not so familiar to Canadians that it
will not bear re-reading, and the life
of the old seigniories of ‘Quebec should
be better known by those outside
Lower _Canada. The illustrations
portra}_'mg incidents of Iroquois
domestgc life are from the Clark
Memorial in the Albany Museum.

Vi a ik
ictory Bond a Bulwar
Just as the Great Silent Fleet was England's su A
shield against the aggressiveness of Germa;
Kaiserism, so are Victory Bonds your strong
bulwark against misfortune and a “rainy day,
The security is unrivalled, Interest is prompt and

and should necessity arise for immediate cash, your Vj

Bonds can be readily sold. Furthermore, no other
maintains its value as well.

Mail your order or write for particulars.

Wood, Gundy & Compan__

Canadian Pacific Railway Building
TORONTO_

Montreal
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“Grown Ups”’

are

But Children

tures are concerned. Pictures please

‘ GROWN UPS are but children where pic.
and educate both,

That is why the Lantern or Safety Cinema i, <
such a success in Church or School, Y.P,S..
Missionary Meetings or Day Schools.

Teaching pictorially is the pleasant, forceful
way.

Let us tell you more. Drop us a card.

R. DOUGLAS FRASER

CHURCH AND GERRARD STREETS
ToroNTO

Our cataloges show a complete line of Church furniture and_we will

be pleased to prepare special designs to suit your particular require=
ments. If you will give us an idea of sizes and style, stating also

the material and finish wanted, w il i ;
. ’ 4 &
all the information you wish. =il mramplly Futaeh s

W:l have made a speciality of church furniture for over thirty years |
and are glad to place the benefit of our experience at your service.

Che Malley Uity 52&11@ @o.,
Bundas - Outarin ;

Write us also in
reference {o seal-
ing of any kind.

Milnes o

Quality and Service of The Very Best

-HEAD OFFICE . 88 KING STREET EAS
9 TELEPHONE MAIN 8596
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