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THE WISDOM OF THE CREATOR.

Tit;: f rms of animal life amount to many hun­
dred thousands ; and the naturalist well knows, that 
ahliuiisli adding all his own study to the accumulated 
knowledge of those who have preceded him, he can­
not distinguish the smallest portion of this num­
ber, even when before his eyes, so as to know in 
what manner they all differ, or even how any one 
dilf' rs from all the others. Could lie do this, be 
would he tli.il which lie strives to become ; though 
even then he would be little move than the natu- 
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ed id-'is ; since cvcrv part of each form consists of 
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Nothing is a solid subject of joy but our hopes of 
G oil's fiVoLir ; nil other delight is but a dream.
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idea in the Creator’s mind before he produced its
1 image.
j It becomes again necessary, therefore, to limit the 
I range of iu |uiry, l.y selecting a di vison of the animfcl 
1 forms, or rather, to limit it a third time, by taking 

nothing, in the birds, but the mere clothing ; being,
1 annul.: other tilings, a contrivance of differences for 
■ tlie s ike of distinction. Yet even litis inferior de­

partment is unmanageable— so far beyond nil compu- 
’ t un is the number of separate ideas which enter 
in' i the constructions of the leathers throughout the 
whole, while every one must have been conceived 

i under a separate idea, for each of its minutest parts,
- ! ufnre the genera! plan for all the distinctions could 

have been laid d »\vti, existing slill in the Creator’s
1 must therefore select 

m ; and to take a single feather 
| won id be to exhaust this analysis to its lowest term.
| i '• rite superficial! and unreflecting, the feather of 
| the Ar.-u- pheasant is a painted feather, and no more.

He lo. gcts that it is a work of art, though the Cree- 
! tor's work ; and that it was not put together without 
j a distinct conception of every atom of its numerous 
j ll ;l':s, ut'y more than a watch or n cotton engine was 
j constructed without a drawing for every axle, and 

pivot, and wheel, and tooth. The artist who will at­
tempt to imitate it in colours will soon discover hôw
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